ACARUS VEGETANS.
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“CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Pedes otto.
Ocuii duo ad latera capitis.
Tentacula duo, articulata, pediformia.
Lan. Syff. Nat. p. 1022.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ACARUS cruftaceus rufus marginatus convexus,
fubtus planus.
- Lin. Syft. Nat. tom. g. p.226.

Quod phyficis haud omnino ingratum effet me
facturum arbitratus {fum fi infectum illud fingulare a
Lisnzo Acarus Vegelans nuncupatum, ob exiguitatem
antehac pene negletum accurate deferibi et depingi
curarem. Aliorum infectorum corporibus plerum-
que fe affigit hujufmodi acarus, illorum pracipue qua
Colesptera LiNnnzEr conftituunt, quaque communiter
Scarabzi dicuntur. |

Sapiffime illum comperi corpori aut elytris adhze-
rentem Hifteri Unicoloris Liny T, parvi nempe infedti
coleoptrati, in hortis, ineunte vere, minime rari. Fre-
quenter etiam eum vidi fcarabzo ftercorario Linnzer
adjunctum, ct altero Scarabzo minori, fufce nempe
varietati fimetarsi ejuldem auctoris, menfibus Aprilis
et Maii, in fimo bovino ut plurimum obvii.

Mirandus



Mirandus omnino éft modus-quo adhaerent hi acari
corporibus aut elytris aliorum animalculorum, pedi-
cello nempe, feu ftipite flexili; quo fit, nifi fuccus
nutritius ab hoc pedicello abforbeatur, (quod ut fiat
tubulatum putemus,) necefle effe ftipitem aliquando
{emicirculatim poffe cos curvare, ut infectum cui affi-
guntur fugendo fe alant. Interdum illis adeo coope-
riuntur Coleoptera, ut elytra feu alarum tegumenta
non poflint conjungi, ipfique artus impediti agre
movceantur. '

Acari Vegetantis fuperficies fuperior eft glabra et
convexa; inferior fere complanata. Clarius tamen
patebit fimilitudo infectum ipfum depictum infpicienti,
quam ex defcriptione colligi poffit. . Figure duz
fuperiores acarum anticum et pofticum reprafentant.
Figura autem magna oftendit plures, fex nempe,
elytro adhzrentes illius {carabzi quem varietatem efle
fimetarii ante diximus. Alia maxillas, caterafque

capitis partes mire conformatas, multo tamen auctius,
monftrat.

Magnum horum me memini numerum Onifco a
Linnao Armadillo nominato, feu millepedee officinarnm,
ut dicitur, annexum {emel confpexiflfe. Ut verbo
dicam, acarum vegetantem nihil aliud effe fufpicor
preeter larvam acari coleoptratorum Linyzr, qui
{fuper {carabzos fere omni tempore poffit inveniri,
phyficifque optime innotefcit. Notandum preaterea
acarum vegetantem non in genere acari apud Lin-
NzuM reperiri, fed in appendice animalium ad finem
voluminis tertii Syftematis Naturz.

Celeberrimus



Celeberrimus De Geer in Aétis Stockholmienfibus
anni millefimi feptingentefimi fexagefimi oftavi par-
vulum hoc animalculum defcripfit et delineavit, vix
tamen fatis eleganter aut accurate. In Hiftoria Infec-
torum iterum illud deferipfit idem auctor et depinxit,



it e e
vinest|




e

e

B “‘ ~_.':‘.___\1'Iﬁ=';_:'a
% :

I
M

]

s F
E. k [ '.
g 5
e S
s 1
*
R
o JIE
L -

Y




.-.,—z::m%{?ﬂ ;{:H'M-F-'Ff{ f rd i e C b
A, T, P f o .f’ F o ,‘l ,ﬂ '
- W.. ( t. e l..h:rfﬂ’- ) n‘ wr g d e
. (! " /
s Vond o * s

p e




lTHE
VEGETATING MITE.
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GENERIC CHARACTER,

Eight Legy.
Two Eyes, fituated on the fides of the head.
Two Tentacula, jointed, and fhaped like feet.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER,

CRUSTACEOUS REDDISH or YELLOW-
ISH-BROWN ACARUS, convex above,
flat beneath.

That curious little infect, the acarus vegetans of
Linyzus, or the vegetating mite, being, on account
of its minutenefs, lefs attended to than many others of
its genus, it cannot be unacceptable to the admirers of
Natural Hiftory to fee it accurately figured and defcrib-
ed. It is generally to be found on the bodies of other
infects; and particularly on thofe belonging to the
beetle tribe, or fuch as in the LinnzaN language,
belong to the clafs Coleoptera,

The infect on which I have moft commonly obferved
it, is the Hifter Unicolor Lin: which is a fmallith
coleopterous infect, frequently feen in gardens in the
carly part of the fpring, and which at that feafon fel-
dom fails to have fome of the vegetating mites either

on



on its body or wing cafes. I have alfo obferved it in
great plenty on the fcarabzus ftercorarius Lin: or
common black beetle, as well as on a {mall brown
variety of the fcarabzus fimetarius Lin: which is

almoft always to be found in cow-dung in the months
of April and May.

The manner in which thefe minute infects adhere is
very curious ; for each is affixed by a flexible falk or
pedicle to the wing-fhells and other parts of the infe&
they infefty fo that unlefs their nutriment is abforbed by
the ftalk which fupports them, (and which, in this
cafe, muft be tubular,) they muft have the power of
bending the ftalk in a femicircular direction at parti-
cular times, foas to enable them to adhere occafionally
to the infe¢t for the purpofe of feeding. They are
fometimes {o numerous as to prevent the beetles on
which they grow, from cio'ﬁng their wing-fheaths ;
and adhere to their limbs in {uch a manner as greatly
to impede their motions.

The upper {urface is {mooth and convex ; the lower
furface flar; but the figures annexed will convey a
clearer idea of the feveral particulars of their appear-
ance than any defcription. The two upper figures
reprefent the fore and back view of the infect. The
large groupe reprefents fix of them adhering to the
elytron or wing-theath of the brown variety above-
mentioned of the {carabezeus fimetarius, The other
figure fhews the fingular appearance of the jaws and
other parts at the head of the infect, magnified in a
much greater degree.

I once
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f once obferved thefe infects in great plenty on the
onifcus armadillo, or common officinal Millepede.
Upon the whole, I am ftrongly inclined to believe the
vegetating mite to be nothing more than the larva or
young of the acarus coleoptratorum, or common
beetle-acarus, which infefts thofe infects at moft
{eafons of the year, and which is well known to every
obferver of infets. I fhould obferve that the acarus
vegetans does not'occur under the genus acarus in

* the Syftema Natura of Linnus, but is mentioned in

the appendix animalium at the end of the third volume
of that work.

De Geer in the Acta Stockholmienfia for the year
1768 has defcribed and figured this infect ; but his
figures cannot be commended either for their ele-
gance or accuracy. He has alfo figured and defcribed
it in his Hiftory of Infeéts.
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