GRYLLUS MIGRATORIUS
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Caput inflexum, maxillofum, palpis inftruétum,
Antenne letacez, 1eu filiformes.
Ale quatuor, deflexz, convolutz :’ inferiores
plicatze.
Pedes poftici faltatorii. - Ungues ubique bini. _
Lin. Syf. Nat. p. 693,

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Se.

GRYLLUS thorace fubcarinato : {egmento uni-
co, capite obtufo, maxillis atris.
| Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 700.
GRYLLUS thorace fubcarinato : fegmento uni-

co, mandibulis caruleis.
Fabr. Spec. Inf. tom. 1. p. 365.

Przeter omnia infe&a quz fruges devorando homi-
num miferias’ augere folent, Grylli, five Locufte ut
communiter dicuntur, maxime metuendam ftragem
nobis inferant. In calidioribus terra partibus, Afri-
ce preecipue et Orientis regionibus, edaciffimorum ho-
rum animalium innumerz exurgunt caterva, qua {fupra
fidem omnia devaftant ; tractus per quos volitant, fere
defolant, et fpatio brevi ameeniflimas et fertilifflimas

provincias in deferta convertunt ; dum denfiflimo co-
- rum



rum agmine ipfE dies adimitur.  Dubitari pene poffi,
fintne locuftze nocentiores vivae an mortuz; € mortua-
rum enim millibus tanta exoritur putredo, ut incipien-
tis peftis una e caufis valentiflimis cenfeatur. Locuft-
arum plurime l'upthi_pccic_s, quarum qu maxime for-
fa{le vorax et exitiofa eft ea in tabula depicta, qua Gryl-
lus eratonus LiwNZEIL *Plém_mque coloris eft {ub-
fuflci, fed maculis obfeurioribus variati ; et in quibuf
dam corporis partibus coloris eft rubentis, feu potius
carnei ; crura autem plerumque funt fubczralea.  An.
no millefimo feptingentefimo quadragefimo octavo, in
varias Europz partes irrupit hxc {pecies, fed in cater-
vis fparfis et diffractis.” In Germaniam, Galliam, et
Angliam invelabant, et in urbe ipfa Londini ejufque
vicinio plurima repericbantur hu _lu['modi locufte: bre-
vi tamen i‘patm pericre, vix ulla agris illata injuria.
Maxima omnium {pecierum hactenus cognitarum cft
Gryllus criftatus Linnz1, qui infectum jam defcrip.
tum mole quincuplici vel etiam fextupla {fuperat; qui-
que cum alils majoribus hujus generis, in nonnullis
Orientis regionibus pro cibo ufurpari {olitus eft. Non
tantum recentes, fed et fale conditz comeduntur he
locuftae, et in foro publico venales proftant in oppidis
Levantinis. Subftantia tamen carum pergracilis eff,
preecipue infeCtorum marium ; nam foeminz ob ovari-
um paulo pleniorem efcam fuppeditant. Notiflimum
. eft multum difputaffe theologos de loco in feriptis
cevangelicis, ubi dicitur Joanwem Barpristanm locuflis
et melle fylveftri vitam {uftinuiffe, quorum nennulli
per verbum axgidas, teneras tantum plantarum fum-
mitates intelligi voluerunt. Cum tamen probe com-

pertum



pertum {it, Arabas hifce animalibus vel nunc pro cibo
uti, vix egere videtur illa vox ulla alia interpretatione
preeter communem et vulgarem.  Cur enim miremur
fan¢tum illum et abftemium prophetam, cum ab inani-
bus mundi gaudiis fe procul fubduceret, cibo ufum fu-
iffe non fane inter dapes lautiores numerando, {ed illo
tantum qui im locum potioris efcze {uffectus fic ? Ut
hanc conjecturam firmemus, teftimonium Domini Has-
geLouIsT liceat nobis proferre, qui de hac ipfa re ita lo-
quitur.  © Qui infectis virum hunc fanétum vefci foli-
tum fuifle negant, aiunt cibum e locuftis paratum ig-
notum prorfus effe et inufitatum.  Si vero hi in Agyp-
tum, Arabiam, aut Syriam migrarent, longe aliter de
hac re {entirent : certis enim temporibus locuftas af5
fatas communiter comedunt Arabes, nec dubitandum
eft illis tempore. quo vixit JoANNES BapTIsTA, pro ci-
bo fuiffe. Preeterea his locis mores antiqui non facile
dilabuntur, nec Bapristz cibus mirus aut infolitus
jam reputatur.  Prefbyter etiam Graecus, nequaquam
indo&tus, mihi pro vero affirmavit ecclefiam {uam per
verbum axgidzs locuftas femper intellexifle ; rifitque
ipfe cum a me audiret noftros interpretes plantam aut,
avem illo verbo fignificari conjeciffe. *’
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THE
MIGRATORY,
| O R,
"WANDERING 1.OCUST.

G b B e Fob e b tod Bhod b TS
GENERIC CHARACTER.

Head infle@ed, armed with jaws, and furnilhed
with palpt or feelers. '

Antennce either fetaceous, or filiform.

Wings tour, defletted, conv olute ; the mfer 10r
ones plaited.

Hind-Feet formed for leaping. Cim-x on all the
feet double. '

SPECIFIC CHARACTER.

GRYLLUS. with fubcarinated thorax- with a
fingle {egment, obtufe head, and blackn’h

or blueifh jaws.

Of all the infeéts which are capable of adding to the
calamities of mankind by devouring the products ofithe
earth, locufts feem to “pofiefs the moft formidable pOW~
res of deftruction. Legions of thefe. voracious crea-
tures are from time to time producr:d in various parts of
Afrlca and the Eaftern World, where the havock they

‘commit is almoft incredible. They carry defolation
with



with them wherever they pafs, and in the fhort fpace
of a few hours change the moft fertile provinces into
the appeararice of a4 barren defart ; while the air is
darkened by their numbers. Nay even when dead
they are ftill terrible, fince the putrefation which ari-
{es from their inconceivable number, is fuch that it has
been regarded as one of the principal caufes of a be-
ginning peftilence. There are a great many different
{pecies of locufts. One of the moft deftructive is the
Gryllus Migratorius of Linnzus, or the Wandering -
Locuft, here reprefented. It is generally of a brownifh
color, varied with {pots of a deeper caft, and in fome
parts with pale red or flefh-color, and the legs are
commonly blueifh. In the year 1748 this {pecies ap-
peared in irregular flights in feveral parts of Europe ;
as In Germ;llﬁy, France, and England, and in London
in particular, and its neighbourhood, greit numbers
were feen : they perifhed however in a fhort time, and
were not productive of any mifchief. The largeft {pe-
cies of locuft yet known is the Gryllus Criftarus of
Lin~zzus, which is five or {ix times as large as the {pe-
cies juft defcribed ; and which, together with fome
other of the larger kind, is made ufe of in fome parts
of the world as an article of food. They are eaten both
frefh and falted, in which laft ftate they are publickly
fold in the markets in fome parts of the Levant
The quantity of edible fubftance which they afford is
but fmall, efpecially in the male infeéts ; but the fe-
males, on account of the ovaries, afford a more nutri-
tious fuftenance. It is well known that different iri-
terpretations have fometimes been given of the paffagé

in



in the facred writings in which Jon~ e BarrisT ig
faid to have fed on locufts and wild honey ; and the
word exgidz¢ has been fuppofed to mean the young
fhoots of vegetables, rather than locufts; but fince the
fact is well eftablithed, that thefe infects are {till eaten
by the inhabitants of the Eaft, there feems not the
leaft reafon for admitting any other interpretation than
the ufually received one : Why fhould we wonder that
the abftemious prophet, during his ftate of folitary fe~
clufion from the commerce of the world, fhould fup-
port himfelf by a repaft which is to be numbered not
amongft the luxuries of life, but merely regarded as a
fubftitute for food of a more agreeable nature? We
may alfo adduce, in fupport of this idea, the teftimo-
ny of HasseLouist, who thus exprefles himfelf on
this very {ubject. ¢ They who deny infects to have
been the food of this holy man, urge, that this infect
is an unaccuftomary and unnatural food ; but they
would foon be convinced of the contrary, if they would
travel hither, to Egypt, Arabia, or Syria, and take a
meal with the Arabs. Roafted locufls are at this time
caten by the Arabs at the proper feafon, when they
can procure them ; fo that in all probability this difh
has been ufed in the time of St. Joux. Ancient cuf-
toms are not here fubject to many changes, and the
vituals of Jonn are not believed unnatural here ; and
1 was affured by a judicious Greek pricft, that their
church had never taken the word in any other fenfe,
than that of locufts ; and he even lavghed at the 1dea

of its being a plant or a bird.”
HasssLouist’s Travels, Eng. Tranflation, p. 419.
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