ACTINIA ANEMONE.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Corpus fe afhgens bafi, oblongum, teres: apice
dilatabili intus tentaculato.
Os terminale dentibus incurvis; roftro cylindri-
co radiato.
(Apertura preter os nulla.)
Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 1088.

ANIMAL f{e affigens bafi, carnofum, oblongum,
teres, contrattile, viviparum.
Os terminale, dilatabile, tentaculis cinétum.

(Apertura prater os nulla.)
Ellif. Hift. Zooph. p. 1.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, .
ACTINIA fubcylindrica, breviufcula, rubra, ten-

taculis interioribus ramofis, exterioribus co-
nicis, obtufis.

AN ACTINIA EQUINAY
Lin. Syft. Nat.

Si Zoologie clafles inferiores attentius {crutemur,
multa inveniemus formz adeo infolite et naturx ve-
lut ambiguze, ut dubium videatur fintne inter plantas,

an inter animantes memoranda, Plurima hujufmodi
a cele-



a celeberrimo Linnao fub nomine Mollufeerum dige-
runtur; ita fcilicet ordinem conftituentia claffis Ver-
mium. Inter varia Mollufcorum genera nullum genus
Aéinie aut pulchritudine aut miro artificio preaecellit.

Multae hujus generis {pecies nomine Anemones ma-
rinae defcriptae {unt, utpote formam floris Anemones,
cum expanduntur, pre fe ferentes.

Species autem hic depicta, peculiari modo hac ap-
pellatione digna videtur: illam igitur nomine A&inie
Anemones diftinguere non dubitavi. Quamvis perquam
vulgaris fit hac fpecies in variis Europe littoribus, et
nullis frequentior quam noftratibus, a Linnzo tamen
in Syftemate Nature minus videtur defcripta.  Rupi-
bus arte adharet, et mari refluente, interdum nuda
[uper rupes, plerumque tamen paulum fub aqua relin-
quitur.  Color illi generalis eft ruberrimus, plus mi-
nus vividus in diverfis fpeciminibus. Magnitudinem
repracfentant tabulae.  Dum contrahitur ( Fig. 1.) cono
obtufiflimo fimilis eft, apice aperto, quem pro arbitrio
penitus claudere poteft : plerumque tamen adeo refe-
ratus cft apex, ut ramofa aliquot tentacula centralia
emergant. (Fig. 2.) Animal autem expanfum fpecta-
culum exhibet pulcherrimum omnino et mirandum.
Duplicem enim, et interdum triplicem in circumferen-
tia ordinem tentaculorum protrudit, forma oblonga,
apicibus obtufis, quibus color flavus eft, rubro elegan-
ter variatus : hoc modo florem a quo nomen habet, }Sp_
time exprimens. (Fig. 3.) Tentacula centralia nunc
non exf{eruntur, fed ampla in medio relicta eft cavitas,
in quam {i aliquid extraneum intreducitur, aut {i ali-
qua tentacula vel leviter tanguntur, illico fe fortiter

contrahit



contrahit animal, et in formam coni, (utin Fy. 1.)
rurfus fubducitur. Hanc Actinie fpeciem interdum
a rupe fua detraxi, vidique illam mirabundus paulo
poft, cum languefcere cepit, omnia pene vifcera pro-
trudentem in formam membrana inflata et late expan-
{z, coloris flavelcentis, radiis fubrubris et viride pal-
lentibus variati. (Fig. 4.) Cum hoc fit, tentacula cen-
tralia non exferta {unt, feries autem duplex vel triplex
tentaculorum in circumferentia pulchre expanditur.
Vivipare funt Actini®, fed ab experimentis in nonnul-
lis fpeciebus hujus generis demonftratur pofle animal
(adhibita cautela) in partes abfcindi, et hoc modo pro-
pagari, fingulis partibus gradatim ad perfectionem re-
pullulantibus.
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THE
ANEMONE ACTINIA.

O R
SEA ANEMON E.

e dedefededododedediededododedeodoleeodede e

GENERIC (CHARACTER.

Body oblong, nearly cylindric, fixing itfelf by the
bafe, the top expanfile and tentaculated
within. _

Mouth terminal, furnifhed with crooked zeezh.

No other Opening except that of the mouth.

Speciric CHARACTER.

ACTINIA, of a nearly cylindric fhape, fhortifh,
with the interior tentacula ramified, the ex-
terior ones conic and obtufe, Colour red.

e

When we take a view of the lower orders of Zoolo-
gy, we find a large and fingular fet of beings, which
are {o widely diftinét from the other tribes of the ani-
mal world, that they feem almoft as nearly allied to
vegetables as to animals.  Many of thefe curious pro-
ductions of Nature are arranged by Linnzus under the
title of Mollufca; which title 1s one of the {ubdivifi-

ons of the Linnean tribe of Vermes. Of the various
gener?



genera belonging to the Mollufca, that of Actinia is
perhaps the moft elegant and curious. Many {pecies
of this genus have been called by the name of Sea-
Anemonies, from a general refemblance which they
bear, during their expanded ftate, to that flower. The
{pecies here reprefented, feems in a peculiar manner
worthy of this name. I have therefore given it the
title of the Anemone Actinia.

Though extremely common on feveral of the Euro-
peean coafts, and on our own in particular, it does not
{feem diftinctly mentioned by Linnaus in the Syftema
Naturae. It adheres firmly to the rocks, fo as to be
frequently left above water at the ebbing of the fea;
but it is generally found adhering at fome little depth
below the furface of the water. Its general colour is
a deep red, more or lefs vivid in different {pecimens,
and of the fize reprefented in the annexed plates.

When in a ftate of contrattion, (as at Fig. 1.) it has
the appearance of a very obtufe cone, with an orifice at
the top, which it can at pleafure clofe entirely; but
which is generally fo far open, as juft to exhibit a few
of the interior branchy tentacula or central parts. (Fig.
2.) but when expanded, it prefents a moft curious and
beautiful appearance, (Fig. 3.) it then difplays a triple
row of circular tentacula of an oblong form, with ob-
tufe points, of a yellow colour, and varied with red in
fuch a manner as to bear a very confiderable refem-
blance to the flower from which it is named. In this
ftate the central tentacula are not protruded, but a
large cavity appears in the middle, into which, if any
extrancous fubftance is introduced, or even if any of

the



the tentacula are but {lightly touched, the animal in-
ftantly contracts itfelf into a conoid fhape again, (as at
Fig. 1.)

I have fometimes taken this fpecies of Actinia from
its native rock, and have obferved that after fome time,
when it grew languid, it protruded in a moft extraor-
dinary manner almoft the whole of its interior parts or
vifcera, in the form of an inflated membrane of a pale
yellow colour, and ftriped very elegantly with rays of
red and pale fea-green. (Fig. 4.) In this ftate it does
not protrude any of the central or branchy tentacula,
but the rows of lateral ones are protruded all round the
circumference.  The Aétiniae are viviparous animals,
and experiments have been made on fome of the fpe-
cies of this genus, which prove, that they are capable
of being cut (with proper care) into feveral parts, cach
of which by degrees becomes complete.
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