
MOTACILLA  SUPERBA.

Character  Gen  eric  us.
■V

Rojlrum  fubulatum,  reftum:  mandibulis  fubtequa-

libus.

Nares  obovatte.

Lingua  Iacero-emarginata.

Lin.  Syji.  Nat.  p.  328.

Character  Specificus.

MOTACILLA  nigra,  remigibus  fufcis,  abdomi-

ne  albo,  fronte  genifque  cseruleis.

Haec  avicula,  inter  alias  fui  generis  forfan  pulcher-

rima,  Novae  Hollandiae,  praecipue  Terrae  de  Van  Die-

man  dictae  incola  eft;  illinc  paucis  abhinc  annis  pri-

mum  in  Angliam  illata.  Colores  paulum  variat;  cir-

ca  frontem  fcilicet  plus  minus  eft  cterulea,  ventrem

plus  minus  albida.  Caput  eft  aterrimum  ;  quod  tegunt

plumae  molliffimae.  Totum  etiam  corpus  veftiunt  plu-

mae  praeter  folitum  tenerae  et  elegantes.



T  H  E

SUPERB  WARBLER.

Generic  Character,

Bill  Tubulated  (or  awl-fhaped);  flrait;  the  man¬

dibles  nearly  equal.

Nojtrils  nearly  oval.

Tongue  jagged,  or  lacerated  towards  the  tip.

Specific  Character.

BLACK  WARBLER^  with  the  long  feathers

of  the  wings  brown;  the  belly  white;  the

forehead  and  cheeks  blue.

The  beautiful  fpecies  of  Motacilla  here  figured,  is  a

native  of  that  part  of  New  Holland  called  Van  Dieman’s

Land  ;  and  is  one  of  the  new  fpccies  of  birds,  which

have  been  difcovered  during  the  voyages  to  thofe  parts.

It  varies  a  little  in  colour,  fome  fpecimens  having  more

of  the  blue  on  the  head  than  others;  the  belly  alfo  in

fome  fpecimens  is  of  a  more  dufky  tinge  than  in  others.

The  head  is  of  the  deepeft  velvet-black,  and  the  fea¬

thers  on  the  whole  bird  have  an  unufual  lhare  of  foft-

nefs  and  elegance.





Shaw, George. 1789. "The Superb Warbler, Motacilla superba [Pl. 10]." The
Naturalist's Miscellany 1(IV), https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310658.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/281460
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310658
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/310658

Holding Institution 
Museums Victoria

Sponsored by 
Atlas of Living Australia

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: Public domain. The BHL considers that this work is no longer under
copyright protection.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 13 November 2023 at 04:21 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310658
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/281460
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.310658
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/310658
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

