
ALCYONIUM?  BOTRYOIDES.

Character  Specificus.

ALCYONIUM?  (Spongia  ?)  flavo-purpurafcens,

caule  era  (To  ftupofo,  fuperne  ramofo,  ramulis

denfiffime  congeftis.

SPONGIA  floribunda?  Sp.  amorpha,  fafciculis

ramofis  confluentibus  paleaceo-tomentofis,

apice  craffioribus  obtufis.

Pall.  el.  zooph.  p.  378.  &  p.  434  addend.

Pulchri  et  mirabilis  Alcyonii  quod  neminem  opi-

narnur  deferipfiffe,  veram  magmtudinem  depinximus.

Litora  incolit  Auftralafias,  infulas  prsecipue  quae

Norfolcia  dicitur,  et  profunde  Tub  aquis  merfum  ad-

haeret  rupibus.  Caulis  ramique  majores  fiavo-pal-

lent,  ramulis  minoribus  vivide  rubentibus  feu  pur-

pureis.  Totum  Alcyonium  molliculum,  fed  tenax;

tadu  durum,  fi  exaruerit  ;  et  videtur  componi  om-

nino  e  fibris  parvulis,  vermiculatis,  quarum  extre-
mitates  acuminatte.  Racemi  qui  terminales  vocan-

tur  conftant'  e  tubulis  divibs  et  fub-divibs,  bngulis

quafi  in  ealyeem  leviter  expanium  definentibus;

bradeamque,  feu  foliolum  florale  (ut  phylice  loquar)

male  fimulantibus,  qui  forfan  mummento  Tint
illi

non



Hi  zoophyti  parti  quas  animalis  efie  videtur;  organo

nempe  flori-formi,  flavo-pallenti,  ex  iifdem  fibris

vermiculatis  confedo  quibus  reliquze  partes,  fed

minoribus  et  confertioribus.  Conftat  haec  quafi  co¬

rolla  feu  pars  hydrzeformis  e  quinque  vel  fex  feg-

mentis  oblique  acuminatis  et  convergentibus,  fora¬

men  tubulatum  habentibus,  per  quod  ipfi  Alcyonio

nutrimentum  poflit  adminiftrari.  Licet  tamen  con-

jicere,  nec  inepte,  polypos  feu  hydras  (fi  quze  revera

Hnt)  intra  tubulos  quos  fupra  memoravimus,  fefe

fubduxifie,  calycibus  tantum  five  foraminibus  ex-

ternis  in  confpedu  relidis.  A  tranfverfo  caulis

fegmento  manifefium  erit  Alcyonium  efie  veluti  can-

cellatum  et  leviter  compadum,  cavitatibus  omnibus

in  longitudinem  ab  imo  ad  fummum  continuatis.

Eiegans  Alcyonii  botryoidis  fpecimen  Societati

Linnasanae  Londinenfi  donavit  Dominus  Paterfon,

colonize  Britannicze  apud  Auftralafiam  Subprasfedus.

Figura  inferior  monftrat  fpecimen  in  fpiritu  vini

diu  afiervatum  :  tertia  partem  racemi  externi  mag-
nitudine  audi  ut  corolliformes  terminationes  mani-

feftius  pateant  :  quarta  unam  e  fibris  vermiculatis  e

quibus  totum  componitur,  magnitudine  audam.







CAULIFLOWER  ALCYONIUM.

Specific  Character.

Yellow-purple  ALCYONIUM  ?  (Sponge?)  with

thick,  flupofe  hem,  ramifying  on  the  upper

part  ;  with  very  thickly-crowded  branchets.

This  elegant  and  lingular  Alcyonium  feems  a

fpecies  hitherto  undefcribed,  and  is  a  native  of  the

coafts  of  New  Holland,  and  more  particularly  of

Norfolk  Ifland  ;  adhering  to  rocks  at  a  confide-

rable  depth.  The  plate  reprefents  it  in  its  natural

fize.  The  color  of  the  Item  and  principal  branches

is  pale  yellow  :  of  the  fmaller  ramifications  bright

crimfon  or  purple.  The  fubftance  of  the  whole  is

foftifh,  but  tough  ;  harfh  to  the  touch  in  its  dried

ftate;  and  feemingly  compofed  entirely  of  fmall,

thickifh,  vermicular  fibres  with  attenuated  or  ftiar-

pened  extremities.  The  terminal  clufters  confift  of

divided  and  fubdivided  tubular  proccffes,  each

ending  in  a  calycular,  flightly-expanded  part,  not  ill

refembling  a  bracftea,  and  forming  a  kind  of  guard

for  what  appears  to  be  the  animal  part  of  the  zoo¬

phyte  ;  viz.  a  kind  of  flower-Ihaped  organ  of  a  pale-

yellow  color,  and  compofed  of  the  fame  kind  of

thickifh  vermicular  fibres  with  the  reft,  but  on  a

fmaller  fcale,  and  fomewhat  more  clofely  difpofed.

This



This  flower,  or  polype-like  part  coniifts  of  five  or

fix  obtufely-acuminated,  converging  fegments,  lea¬

ving  a  tubular  opening,  through  which  the  proper

nutriment  may  be  conveyed  to  the  whole.  It  is

however  no  improbable  fuppofition  that  the  real

polypes,  (if  fuch  exift)  may  have  withdrawn  them-

felves  into  the  lower  parts  of  their  refpective  tubular

branches,  leaving  only  the  external  calyces  in  view.

A  tranfverfe  feftion  of  this  Alcyonium  fhews  it  to

be  of  a  cancellated  or  loofely-compa&ed  fabric,  the

hollows  all  running  in  a  longitudinal  direction  from

the  bottom  upwards.

An  elegant  fpecimen  of  this  Alcyonium  was  fome-,

time  fince  prefented  to  the  Linnaean  Society  by

Colonel  Paterfon,  Vice-Governor  of  the  Englilh
fettlement  in  New  Holland.

The  lower  figure  reprefents  a  fpecimen  preferved

for  a  considerable  time  in  fpirit  of  wine.

Fig*  3*  A  magnified  view  of  one  of  the  exterior

ramifications,  in  order  to  Shew  the  flower-like

terminations.

Fig.  4.  Magnified  view  of  one  of  the  vermicular

fibres  of  which  the  whole  is  compofed.
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