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PHALANGIUM CANCROIDES.
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Pedes olto.
Oculi verticis duo contigui, duo laterales,

Frons antennis pediformibus.

Abdomen rotundatum.
Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 1028.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &ec.

PHALANGIUM abdomine obovato depreflo, che-
lis laevibus : digitis pilofis.
Lin. Syff. Nat. p. 1028.
CHELIFER abdomine lineis tranfverfis.
Geaffr. Paris. 2. p. 618.

SCORPIO MINIMUS.
Roefel. . Supl. t. 64

Animalculum hoc, phyficis diu cognitum, diverfis
temporibus ad diverfa genera retulerunt entomologi.
Laboriofus celeberrimufque Swammerdamus quafi fcor-
pionis fpeciem defcripfit. Idem fecit Roefelins. Quan-
quam in editione duodecima Syftematis Nature Lin-
nzus in genere Phalangii pofuerit, in Fauna tamen Su-
ecica ab eodem auctore confcripta, inter acaros nume-

ratur. Ingeniofus Degeer genus illi diftinftum nomine
‘Cheliferi



Cheliferi inftituit. Fabricius denique 1in Syftemate En«
tomologico iterum ad genus Scorpii amandavit, cui for-
tafle conjunétius eft quam ulli alii.  Magnitudine mul-
tum variat hoc infetum: que enim in Anglia inveni-
untur {peciming, multo minora funt quam in Sebz,
Swammerdami, et Roefelii operibus depicta. Figura
microfcopica in hac noftra tabula aceuratiffime delineatur,
Altera quz disjungitur, caput et thoracem amplitudine
admodum aucta oftendunt, ut partes pectinatz appa-
reant; que quamvis ficu diverf, formam tamen fere
eandem habent ac in {corpuis. Figura 1. magnitudinem
naturalem infefti, ut in Anglia confpicitur, monftrat,
Accufat hoc infetum Linnzaeus, fed (ut mibi videtur,)
" injuria, cutim interdum penetrandi, papulamque mag-
nitudine pifi, fummo cum dolore excitandi. Circa pa-
rietes antiquos, ut plurimum invenitur, et interdum
inter papyram, &c. confpicitur. Inter infe&ta quoque
rariora non immerito numeratur. |
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THE
CANCROID PHALANGIUM,
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

Eight Legs.

Two vertical and two lateral Eyes.
Antennee refembling legs.

Abdomen rounded.

Seecirrc CHARACTER.

PHALANGIUM with obovate deprefled abdo-
men, and {mooth chelx, flightly hairy at

the tips.

This little jnfect, which has long been known to na-
turalifts, has been ocgafionally referred to very different
genera, 'The celebrated and laborious Swammerdam
has deﬁ:ubed it as a {pecies of Scorpion. In.the works
of Roefel it is allo regarded as a Scorpion. In the
twelfth edition of the Syftema Naturz of Linnzus it is
ranked under the genus Phalangium; while in the Fauna
Succica of the fame author it is made an Acarus. The
ingenious Degeer inftitutes for it a fepamte genus under
the name of Chelifer. Laftly Fabricius in his Syftema
Entomologiz has fema_nded it to the genus Scorpio, to
which perhaps it is more nearly allied than to any other.

This infett {eems to vary confiderably in fize; thofe
which



which are found in our own country being much {maller
than the reprefentations given by Swammerdam, Roefel,
and Seba. The microfcopical figure in the annexed
plate is executed with the greateft accuracy. The fepa-
rate figure reprefents the head and thorax very much
magnified, in order to fhew the peétinated parts, which
though differing in fituation, are nearly of the fame
form as in {corpions. Fig. 1. fhews the natural fize of
the Englith fpecimens. Linnzus accufes it (I believe
moft unjufily,) of fometimes getting under the fkin,
and raifing a painful tumour. It 1s generally found on
old walls, and fometimes amongft papers, &c., and is
not a very common infect.
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