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Dezr Dr. Kennedy,

ago Mr. Taxon told me that you had asked him for an ex-
C the name Hydrastis. At that time I could not sive him any
articularly the meaning of the words "Ellieii
was very mzzling to me. A few days apo
further and found thet Ellis had proposed to Linnseus
lant Coldenella after lilss Jane Colden, but Linnaeus apparent-
Hydrastis for some reason or other without omit-
1o Hns Wllis' intention.
lated April 235, 1758 (sec gSmith, James Pdward. A selec-
tion of the corresnondence of Linnaeus... I. 95. 1821 ) Ellis says: *
"This young lady [Jamc Colden, see p. 84 & 98/ merits your esteem ...
her father has gplant ealled aPer him Csoldenia, suppose you should
call this Coldenella or any other name that mizht distineuish her i
among your genera". No rerervence to the nlant or the name apnears 38
afterwards in the corres-ondence between Linnseus and Fllis.
4 : 4 _
The name apnears fiwst in Linnaeus Syst. Nat. ed. X. 1088 (1759)
with“Ellis" after the diagnosis and nothing else. The phrase "a nobiliss
virgine americ." does not aopear until 1784 in Gen. Plant. ed. VI. 283.

In Gray's llanual the meaning of the name is given as doubtful;

Brittion says. from the Greek, water-acting. I am inclined to believe
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that it is derived 4iron Uf]w/@ and o« é7er, eitigen; Linnae

thought that the »lant lived in the water; in Spec.

4 oyt Tt K ol ey
in a note under Hydronhyllwm virginianum: Hydrophyllum verum canadensium
in aquis netum diversisissima »lanta" and later he quotes Hydrovhyllum
verum as a synonym to Hydrastis. Or possibly the name 1s derived from
cn’,f . .
vopusriyg plant-name used by Dioscorides.

Hoping that the preceding notes will help you to form an

ebout the etymology of Hydrastis I remain

Yours sincerely

C:E;Q%%%4Sfj_};%244;{;4-7~
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