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My  Dear  Sir  :
We  hereby  call  your  attention  to  a  proposed  new  work  on  the  Flora  of  North  America  to  be  prepared

and published under the direction of a board of editors as given above, who are assured of the cooperation
of the following botanists :

Prof.  Thos.  C.  Porter,  Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Penn.
Prof.  Chas.  E.  Bessey,.  University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  Neb.
Prof.  Chas.  R.  Barnes,  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis.
Prof.  Wm.  Trelease,  Missouri  Botanic  Garden,  St.  Louis,  Mo.
Prof.  J.  C.  Arthur,  Purdue  University,  Lafayette,  Ind.
Dr.  Thomas  Morong,  Columbia  College,  New  York  City.
Prof.  L.  H.  Bailey,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York.
Prof.  F.  Lamson-Scribner,  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  Tenn.
Prof.  Lester  F.  Ward,  U.  S.  National  Museum,  Washington,  D.  C.
Mr.  O.  F.  Cook,  Huntington,  New  York.
Dr.  Wm.  E.  Wheelock,  Columbia  College,  New  York  City.
Mr.  J.  B.  Ellis,  Newfield,  New  Jersey.
Mr.  A.  P.  Morgan,  Preston,  Ohio.
Mr.  B.  T.  Galloway,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agriculture.
Capt.  John  Donnell  Smith,  Baltimore,  Maryland.
Sir Wm. Dawson, Montreal, Quebec.
Mr.  F.  H.  Knowlton,  U.  S.  National  Museum.
Prof.  C.  S.  Sargent,  Arnold  Arboretum,  Brookline,  Mass.
Prof.  John Macoun,  Ottawa,  Ontario.
Mrs.  N.  L.  Britton,  New  York  City.  ,
Miss  Anna  M.  Vail,  New  York  City.
Dr.  T.  F.  Allen,  New  York  City.
Mr.  Charles  H.  Peck,  State  Museum,  Albany,  N.  Y.
Prof.  L.  H.  Bailey,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.
Dr.  J.  E.  Humphrey  [at  present  abroad].
Prof.  Geo.  F.  Atkinson,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.
Mr.  M.  S.  Bebb,  Rockford,  Illinois.
Prof.  C.  Henry  Kain,  Philadelphia,  Pa.
Dr.  H.  H.  Rusby,  College  of  Pharmacy,  New  York  City.
Mr.  John  K.  Small,  Columbia  College,  New  York  City.



The general sequence of orders will be based on that adopted by Professors Engler and Prantl in their"Naturliche Pflanzenfamilien," now approaching completion, and the work will be divided into seventeenvolumes, as indicated by the enclosed scheme, and issued in parts averaging about 100 pages each. Aboutfive of these parts will constitute each volume.No illustration is contemplated, but copious references to published plates and figures will be made afeature. In addition to the technical characterizations, chapters dealing with the economic, palseontologicand horticultural aspects of each order will be appended. Especial attention will be given to the verificationof original descriptions, to the examination of type specimens, to the citation of type localities and to geo-graphical distribution.No attempt will be made to treat the groups consecutively, but the sequence of orders being tentativelyestablished in advance, and the number of genera and species being approximately known, it is possible toprint parts of all the volumes, or of as many of them as is desired at about the same time. It is hoped thatfive or six parts can be issued annually, beginning in 1895. Several parts are already in preparation.Each monographer will be responsible for his own matter, the only restrictions placed on contributorsbeing that they conform to a general style, and to principles of nomenclature and citation, and that descrip-tions be extended only to an average limit of a certain number of words, this number to be hereafter deter-mined. The treatment of these matters will be indicated by sample sheets which will be submitted at anearly date. It is expected that an approximately uniform consideration of species can be secured.The editors believe that by prosecuting the work in the manner above indicated, it will be possible toproduce a complete Systematic Botany of the country within fifteen years. They fully realize the imprac-ticability of such a task being accomplished by a few students only, and earnestly desire the aid and supportof all American Botanists. They request your cooperation, ask that you send a reply to this letter to theundersigned, and will welcome any suggestions that you may be pleased to make.For the Board of Editors,
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