355 Commonweal th Avenue, Boston, lMass,

December 18th, 1923,

My dear Lankester:

A package of mailing-tubes came in yesterday
afternoon, I have not attempted to locate the Sobralie, because
flowers withcut herbarium material of the vegetative parts, are
wholly inadequate., In this genus the surface of the stem, for
example, is important, and one ecannot deseribe a new species
from incomplete specimens. I hope you have made herbarium rece
ords of everything sent and that I may have these records when
they are ready. Your note promises the Sobralia, That mokes me
very haopy.

There are one or two interesting remarks to
make; Among the Pleurothallis specimens there are two whieh gave
me real pleasure. These represent species of whieh the types are
in the Xew collection, execrable specimens of herbarium techni-

gque. 523 1s Pleurothallls ceres Ames; 530 is R,

Lres, I am overjoyed to have these, as my records consist en-
tirely of drawings made from the types. Please dry specimens
for me, IT you dip the vegetative parts in boiling water, they
will be come pliable and when put in press will dry out gubcke
1ye. Although illustrations of these species are ready for pube
lication, I intend to meke additional records from the liguid
material,

I would bless you if you will experiment with
rregea gmabilis. A clear photograph would be a wonderful aid in
the herbarium. I would suggest drying the flowers before placing
them in press. Perhaps it would be well to try drying them in
hot dand, and then after removing them, if they were exposed to
atmospheric molsture, they might dry in the press without bdreake
ing up. Flowers in aleohol would meke possible a thorough study
of several points whieh are now obseure. This gpeeies, as you
know, 1is extrcmely rare in herbaria.

Schlechter adds 7 new genera and 249 species to
vhe orehid flora of Costa Rical I have compared the reecent novel=
ties that you have sent in (the nucleus of Sched. Oreh, 7), with
Sehlechter's proposals and eannot mateh them with anything he has
described from La Palma, San Jeronimo, and Tablzo, For example,
Schlechter does not report Epidendrum incomotum Reiehb., . Among
the species sent to him by Werckle, Brenes, Brade or others. What
this means, 1s a guestion that may well give rise to decp inter-
est,

I realize that error is an insidious trespasser
and that absolute accuracy where personal opinions are uppermost,
is gquite wnattainable, but I begin to fear that Schlechter is
really very carelessl I reported to you that your 403 and 503,
were gaslllardio microphyton Schltr. Among Verckle's specimens I
have a plant that Schlechter has determined as Qruithidium n:
dum Sehltr. This is o spot matheh for your 503, Fearing that I




had made a blunder in my determination, I examined into the
question and found that Schlechter's deseriptionsof lLlaxillaria
microphyton and Ornithidium parvulup were almost word Pfor word
and measurement for measurement, the same, Then I discovered
that the types were represented by the same Tonduz number anéd
came from the same locality on the same day. I leave to you

the pleasure of drawing your own coaclusiouns, daxillarie microe-
phyton stands, as it is my opinion that it represents [axiliaria
and was published prior to Qrmithidium narvulum.

I reported to you that your 519 was & new species of Hexige
ea of the section Fractunguis. It would seem that Schlechter has
beaten us to pres: with this. He has called it Zractivuncuis eug-
deylatus. I am not yet sure that it is wise, however, to take up
this new genus,

Your letter dated November 30th, has just eome in, I dislike
to spin out this writing to extraordinary length, but I may as
well take this opportunity to answer your questlons, & Wi
Sradel and L, 20008 are distinet species, )y determinations
are, I think reliable. The Teldposon situation is as follows: I
have leaned toward the belief that 2. Biolleyi and T, Endre
um, represented o single species. Recent stuiies have made me
think that perhaps they are distinet. Your material represents

e . .

L« & Qe llow, Dleurothallis Rolfe, is struet-

urally the same as 2, gtenostachve Reichb, £, It is also the

same as 2. antha ( I have o duplieate type in my herbarium),
The purple 1ip of P. Lankesteri is, as Rolfe stated, different
from the yellow 1ip of P. mtenostachya. Selilechter has taken up
£+ dublg Rich, & Gal, for this speeies, but it was published in
1045 while I, plonontachva was published in 1644, Perhaps the
Relfean propeosal might be kept as a variety. I have eollected
what I take to be the typiecal 2. gi glack and have always
found the flowers pure yellow, I have studied the whole range
of proposals from 2, dubla to 2. Ldputillorg Wats,, and I agree
with Sehlechter that they represent a single specles which ranges
Trom llexieo to Panama,

These long drawn out notes may bore you, If they do, hesitate
not to tell me so in plain terms, You realize , of course, that
as the days of eriticanl study pass, many discoveries are made that
assume large proportions in the mind of the student, Unless he
h#lds himse¥? well in hand, he suggests the 01ld barn-yard rooster
who flaps his wings and ecrows outrageously loudZ when peaceful
Yolk want silenece, or at least upligting noise,

"0tén"has not sent me a serap, I think it will be wise if
you remind him of my needs and seccompany him to the vost office
with the package,

Loads of good wishes!}
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