
©  NORTH  EASTON,  MASS.

July  15,  1933,

My  dear  Mr,  Edwards:
br,  Barbeur  has  just  returned  frem  his  fish-

ing  trip,  I  saw  him  yesterday  at  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zool-
ogy  and  askeé  him  abeut  the  sample  cellection  you  had  sent  in  for
him  to  examine,  He  was  net  at  all  enthusistiec  about  the  epecimins
anc  I  gathered  from  his  remarks  that  he  would  net  be  interested
in  having  you  collect  for  the  Museum,  I  am  serry  about  this,  be-
cause  I  had  hoped  that  you  might  be  ef  service  te  the  Museum  while
picking  up  a  little  more  money  for  your  efforte,  However,  in  one
way  I  think  it  is  all  fer  the  best  where  the  Arberetum  is  concerned,
because  1  doubt  that  yeu  could  give  your  attention  te  «=  multiplicity
of  interests  and  make  plant  collections  of  the  standard  that  compels
the  interest  of  a  first-magnitude  institutien,  Dr,  Barbour,  by  the
way,  has  a  cellectoer  in  Honduras  at  the  present  time,  He  is  eollect-
ing  near  Trujille,  I  understand,  and  I  take  it  is  a  trained  field
man,  It  is  highly  prebable  that  you  might  meet  him  if  you  decide  to
visit  the  coastal  regions,  i  did  net  get  his  name,  but  the  Frnhit
Comany  officials  atPorte  Catilla  would  probably  be  able  te  tell  you
something  about  him,  I  sheuld  not  advise  anybedy  te  ge  to  Truxille
for  orchids,  however,  because  it  is  a  wing  swept  region  and  the  dry-
ing  air  seems  to  discourage  epiphytes,  Penaps  if  one  got  inte  the
mountains  back  of  the  foot  hills  that  rise  from  the  coast  baekof
Tuxille,  orchids  and  ether  good  things  might  be  found,  i  enly  had
time  to  study  the  woeds  near  the  tewn  and  my  press  was  empty  when  I
returned  to  my  base,  I  did  not  study  the  rain  fall  condition  in
that  region,  Perhaps  the  recerds  would  show  some  lecalities  to  be
more  favered  than  others,  At  Tela  I  did  study  rainfall  and  I  feund
that  there  was  a  decided  influence  on  orchid  vegetation  where  the
rainfall  was  heaviest,  This  is  ene  reasen  why  coastal  lewlands  are
usually  disappeinting  te  the  erechid  cellector,  It  is  in  the  mountains
and  at  high  altitudes  that  erehids  thrive  best  and  may  be  expected
te  eccur  in  quantity  as  te  plants  and  species,  The  erchids  of  the
low  lying  lands  near  the  Atlantic  coast  usually  contain  orchid  weeds,
that  is  the  species  that  one  may  expect  te  meet  from  Central  America
to  Brazil,  Endemism  is  usually  asseciated  with  mountain  valleys
wnere  the  rainfall  stimulates  a  rich  vegetation,  Such  valleys,  as
is  very  true  of  Cesta  Rica,  may  each  ene  suppert  species  that  are
either  endemic  te  a  particular  valley  or  rare  elsewhere,  Mountains  that
are  net  cleud  drenched  during  many  days  ef  the  year  may  be  erchid
barrens,  It  is  surprising  what  a  rich  feast  fer  the  orchid  student
aman  like  C,  H,  Lankester  will  bring  back  frem  a  few  days  spant  on

he  the  sides  ef  the  great  veleanees  of  Cesta  Riea,  And  yet,  the
coastal  country  round  Limon  is  mest  disappeinting,  This  reminds  me
that  where  yeu  found  Chysis  aurea,  Odentoglessum  \Villiamsianum  and
Lacaena  spectabilis  the  cenditieons  fer  erchids  must  be  appreaching
promising  proportions,

Yeurs  sincerely,
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