855 Commonwealth Avenuve, Bodton, Maes,, U.S.A.
December 3lst, L9822,
My dear Dr. Schlechter: I am not going to allow the old year to pass
without writing to give you my best wishes for the Hew Yesr. The year
1922 must go down in my records as the time of our first meeting. It
must also mark the time of & moet pleasant visit to your home in Berf.

lin, Mrs. imes Jjoins me in sending to you, Mrs. Schlechter =nd vour
y

children, the best of good wishes.Tell the children that I heve cer-

ried home a very clear picture of the wonderful mansserie that adorns

their balecony and that I hope someday to have the nlessuvre of inspect~

ing again their biological ireasures. We have not forgotien Mrs, Schled
ter's wonderful tea. The talisman is one of our bhest possessions. I
think it must have been the talisman that saved my cemers.

Yesterday I sent you by registered mail a draft on RBerlin for a
large number of marks. This should bring to me seversl hundred tracings
of your Central and South American types. The CoSta Rican fpecies are,
of course, the ones that interest me just at present, althouzgh Colombis
8pecies are always walooms.

The trip to Honduras is practically decided on. The Vice President
of the United Fruit Company dines with me on January second 1o make
arrangements foxr the expediticu., While in Homdures we sre to have the
use of launches and other moans of corveyance and every fasility for
drying plants. If the orchids ars there, we ought to get them, You may
be sure that in every case I will collect a duplicate for you. Anything
from Honduras ought to be acceptable. It would ssem thet the United
Fruit co. is interested in my hobby, and that even when I =m not in
the field the timekeepsrs and menagers sre to prepare specimens for me.
0f course, all such prospects are rosy at first. But this time I really

expect to get results of s most important kind. First we go to Yucatan




to inspect some Maya ruins. I hsrdly expect to find much there in the

way of orchids, although it is planned vo enter some of the regioms

where there is & haavy rainfall,

Send me a sample of your idea of an orchid catalogue. That is, set
up & genus and two ar threc species so that I ocan ascertain if our
ideas coineide. I do notv imsgima that this would oe & difficult thing
to bring out if we followed an alphabetical arrangement. It seems to
me, off-hand, that a natural arrangement would be open to extreme 4dif-
ficulty. I do not remember that we really reached & decision as %o
this.

Send me a copy of the Powell orchids., zZven the proof sheets would
be of value to me, if the day o publication is to be delayed for any
reason.

If I sit up much longer I wiil have to double-date this letier.
The New Ysar is creeping in . Just one hour from now the bells of the
¢ity will begin to ring.

Dont forget the Stelis rflowers. ¥ , ere very much wanmnted.

Prosit!

igurs simcerely,
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