
355  Commonwealth  Avenue,  Boston,  Mass.

January  20th,  1923.

My  dear  Mr.  Powell:

Your  letter  of  the  eighth  January  has  come.  I  am

very  much  pleased  to  learn  that  the  plate  of  Selenipedium  chica  reached

you  in  good  condition.  By  this  time  you  are  in  possession  of  the  24a

mumben  of  the  Schedulas  which  contains  the  article  that  explains

the  plate.  In  donnection  with  this  species  I  wish  you  would  inves-

tigate  the  fruits  and  ascertain  if  they  have  any  suggestion  of  Ven-

illa.  This  is  an  interesting  point  and  one  that  needs  confirmation.

Schlechter  has  not  yet  sent  me  proof  of  the  Pan-

ama  paper.  I  will  be  interested  to  see  this.  What  you  say  about  his

Scaphosepalum  pamamaense  is  momentous.  In  my  letter  of  September  27th,

1922  you  Will  remember  that  I  informed  you  that  I  was  unable  to  under-

stand  on  what  grounds  Schlechter  ran  this  species  into  Scaphosepalum.

Now,  in  my  opinion  he  has  made  a  mess  of  the  whole  thing.  I  have  not

yet  attacked  the  problem  from  the  new  light,  but  it  would  seem  that  we

have  a  tangie  to  uido.  Surely  he  is  wrong  in  his  conception  of  Masde-

vallia  Livingstonii,  but  you  will  remember  that  you  and  I  probably

know  more  about  this  species  than  does  anybody  else.  PLEASE  do  not

take  this  matter  up  with  Schlechter  until  I  have  had  an  opportunity  :

to  read  his  paper.  Sueh  things  are  best  attended  to  from  this  end

where  we  are  on  the  watch  for  critical  work.

We  gail  om  the  Heredia  from  Havana  late  in  Feb-

ruary  and  expect  to  have  enough  time  in  Panama  to  pay  you  a  visit.
time

We  must  reach  Honduras  by  ilarch  third.  I  am  sorry  that  my  {Joes  not

allow  of  an  expedition  with  you,  but  I  feel  that  Panama  is  in  good

hands  and  that  I  can  go  to  new  fields  more  profitably.

{  sincerely  hope  that  you  have  discovered  Mas-

devallia  Livingstonii.  Coax  it  into  bloom  and  traasure  it  like  a  child.



Some  Lenkester  species  arrived  last  week  via  Kew  Gardens.  I  found

several  new  things  among  them  and  these  are  already  in  press  and  a

copy  of  the  paper  will  be  sent  to  you  just  before  I  leave  for  the  south

on  February  first.  The  next  number  of  the  Schedulae,  by  the  way,  will

prove  interesting  reading  for  you.  I  am  anxious  to  keep  this  little

journal  coming  along  at  frequent  intervals.  I  have  big  plans  for  its

development  and  I  believe  we  can  make  it  a  most  important  addition

to  the  literatuge  of  Orchidology.  Just  think  what  the  next  number

should  be  if  I  am  able  to  devote  its  pages  to  the  orchids  of  Honduras

or  to  an  account  of  my  studies  there.

I  do  not  believe  that  you  have  scratched  the  surface  of  Panama.

There  are  so  many  things  that  you  seem  to  have  missed  entirely!  I

am  looking  for  as  many  new  things  as  Schlechter  seems  to  have  found

among  your  collections.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  sYome  of  Schlech-

ter's  species  must  come  tumbling  down  unless  he  has  made  sweeping  re-

visions  in  the  published  paper.  By  this  time  you  heve  undoubtedly

realized  the  truth  of  my  surmises  as  to  the  methods  of  hasty  deter/

minations.  tasmekax  XPBEX  ARMBAXVGUXWE  RS  AS  ELARME  MBE  GM  AAS  MBSR  ERI  HATS  OEE

If  you  will  turn  back  to  some  of  my  earlier  letters  to  you,you  will

find  that  I  was  not  far  from  the  truth  as  to  the  simplicity  of

making  determinations  for  temporary  effect.  However,  the  past  is  the

past,  and  some  of  us  dont  see  the  glass  in  our  houses.  We  throw

sténes  with  impunity.  You  must  bear  in  mind,  nevertheless,that  the

art  of  determining  orchids  is  not  in  the  realm  of  iaueiee  Pay

I  may  not  write  again  before  departure.

Yours  sincerely,



Ames, Oakes. 1923. "Ames, Oakes Jan. 20, 1923 [to C.W. Powell]." Oakes Ames
Orchid Herbarium correspondence files 

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/262809
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/281121

Holding Institution 
Harvard University Botany Libraries

Sponsored by 
Harvard University. Anonymous Donor.

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: Public domain. The BHL considers that this work is no longer under
copyright protection.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 30 December 2022 at 17:34 UTC

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/262809
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/281121
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

