Telephones

Wontov, 347 Back Bay
Sroughton, TE-2

Three hundred and fifty-five
Commonwealth Avenue

Hovember 8th, 1922.

My dear HNr. Powell:

Your letter of Cetober 24th srrived 1§

lsst evening. Your proposition outlined under eight
headings is most attractive, althcugh it calls for a
larger expenditure in Panama than I had contemplated
and omite a consideration of the time element which is
g0 important in all privete enterprises. You understand,
of course, that my interest is purely a botanicsl one,
thet my desire is for herbarium specimens snd that my
measure of success is the number of specimens secured.
The expenditure of two hundred dollars a month to be
worth while would mean that the numbexr of spaeclmens
collected and delivered would equal the money value of
specimens as usually purchased. As an example let us as£
sume that the rate per specimen was sat at twenty cents.
Then for esch dollsr expended, to be profitable, the
venture should yleld five specimens. That would be at
the rate of one thousand svecimens every month or twelve

thousand specimens a year. While twelve thousand specig |




Telephones

Bostor, 247 Bach Bay
Sroaghtow, T4-2

Three hundred and fifty-five
Commonwealth Avenue

mens is not a large amount of material for daily col-
lecting through & whole year, it is perhaps beyond the
realm of reason when the time for field work is in a
measure governad by elimatic conditions.

£1though the advantages offered under headings
b,e,d,e,%f of your letter of October 24th might prove
attractive at some future time, I am unable tc profit
0y them now. This being the case, my expenditure would
b8 non-produetive except for clause "a". Hven if I wisné
8d to take advantage of the facilities offered for field
men and experimental efforts, there iz no immediate pros
psct of my being able to do so, because I have no filed
workers near Panama and have no measns at present of dix
eeting experimental work so far away from home.

You will understand, then, that my reaction to y&dk
proposition is stimulated wholly by present prospects
and by the probability of successful field-wofk being

done through a space of twelve months.

In my mind the thought is prevalent that a trial

~enterprise would be the wisest polioy. Why not 11mit the

5 peak-load to the best orchid season, say three Qr four




Telephones

Hiostown, 447 Back By
Stoughtor, T4-2

Three hundred and fifty-five
Commonwealth Avenue

months. When the flowering eeason is practieally over,
the man you have trained could be retained in your
garden at fifty dollars per month to do routime work
and t0 make such excursions as reason would warrant.
In this way I would have the feeling that my invest~-
ment was wise and there would be mo liklihood of the
vary human thought that my subseription to the enter-
priaofiunationable.

It is with the understanding that you will agree

with me that I enclose e a prelimfinary draft to your

order for two hundred doclliars. If you do.gggae with me g

I am ready to send the necessary additional funds and
equipment to carry on our project as outlined in my
paragraph #4 above.

When you receive this letter please read it close-
ly. I am sure that there is necd for co~operation be-

tween us, not only fur the pleasure that we should de~
rive from constructive work in & faseinsting flora, but .-

o for the advantages our efforts would bring to American oi

orchidelogigyUndoubtedly the best plan is to begin. Ais
our projeet goes forward modifications may be made and
instituted. :

Yours faithfully,

iir. C. W. Powell,
Balboe, Panams.
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