
Brachycaulos   (Rosacea?)   a   new   genus   from   India

new   monospecific   genus.   Bradnjcaulns   Dixit   A   Panigrahi   lamik   lins„,  ,■;,-.
tribe  l>ot,;,tilli>;e   .   from  Sikkim  India  .   is   described  :   it   is   based  on  B.   simpli,   -i   [olios
Dixit   &  Panigrahi   and  is   allied  to  <   hamssrhodos  linage,   from  which  it   is   distinguished
in   having   numerous   short   branches   compactly   arranged   and   simple   leases   with   filiate
stipules,   amongst    other  characters  of  diagnostic  value.

Resume  :  Description  d'un  nouvean  genre  nionospeciiique  de  H<>sa<c;r.  trilin  Potentillt'a-  :
Brachycaulos   Dixit   \   Panigrahi,   du   Sikkim   (hide;;   il   est   base   sin   B.   simplicifolius
Dixit   &   Panigrahi   et   alline   de   Clianuvrhodos   liunge   dont   il   se   distingue,   entre   autres
caraeteres.    par  son    port   en   coussinet    et   ses    I'euilles   simple-   i\   stipules  eiliees.

grain .  Botanical  Sore-;/  of  India.   Botanic   Harden.   Himi

(India),   collected   by   W.   \Y.   Smith   on   31   July   19Kk
n   one   sheet   (CAL).   It   was   identified   by   Smith   himself
^ar.   commutata.   A   critical   study   of   these   plants   shows
it  K   stipules   adnate   to   petioles,   flowers   terminal,   peri-
apocarpous   carpels   with   deciduous   styles,   one-seeded
ind  free  from  it.       We,   therefore,   ascribe  it   to   the  familv

ccredited  with   I   1   species,   all   characterised
us   stems   bearing   two   or   more   multisect   leaves   with   linear   lobes   and   with
tends   from   Siberia.   Central   Asia   to   North   China,   .lanmiu   and   Kashmir
ca   (Airy   Shaw,   1973).   However,   Torrey   &   Gray   L840),   Ledeboub
1878),   Rydberg   (1908)   and   Juzepchvk   (191b   segregate   Chamserhodos
other   genera   of   tribe   Potentillese   by   the   "absence   of   braeteoles   **.
i   Smith   3993   shares   with   Chamserhodos   Bunge,   the   ,;   absence   of   brae-

's  from  it   in   having  simple  leaves  and  in   several   other   characters   of   diag-
-ed   below.   We,   therefore,   consider   that.   Smith   3993   (CAL)   must   represent
ed   here   as   Brachi/eaulos   (Brac/ti/   =   short   ;   initios   =   stem)   and   distinguish
five   genera   of   the   tribe   Potentillese   as   follows   :
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after    anthesis,    usually   readily
I  from  the  inner  surface  of  the  hypanthium,  red  in  colour.

2.  Inflorescence    terminal,    eorymbiform  ;     flowers    white    or    pink;    bracteoles
longer  than  sepals,   entire   :    achenes  sunken  in   pits   or   on  surface  of   torus
which   falls   off   as   a   whole   (except   in   F.   moschata   Duch.)  1.   Fragaria   L.

2'.    Inflorescence    axillary,    solitary  ;    flowers    yellow  ;    bracteoles    shorter    than
sepals,   3-5-toothed   at   apex;    achenes   fall   off   from   the   persistent   torus..

2.  Duchesnea  Smith
Receptacle   not   enlarged   after   anthesis.   dry   or   sometimes   woolly   and   becoming
spongy,   not   separating   from   the   inner   surface   of   the   hypanthium,   brownish-
black  in  colour.
3.   Bracteoles   present.

\.    Generally  small  herbs,  usuallv   petals  little  exceeding  the  sepals  or  much
smaller;    stamens    4,    5    or    10   per    flower;    achenes    4-30  3.   Sibbaldia   L.

4'.   Generally   shrubby   or   suffruticose   herbs,   usualk   petals   much   larger   than
sepals,   stamens   20   or   more   per   flower   (except   P.   pentandra   Torrey   &
Gray),     achenes     10-80  4.   Potentilla     L.

3'.   Bracteoles   absent.
5.   Entire   plant   glandular   hairy,   leaves   dissected   into   narrow   linear   lobes,

calyx  campanulate  ;   petals  obovate,  white  or  pink  ;   styles  basal  (5-)10or
more   ;   achenes   5,   10   or   more   ;   receptacle   villous  5.   Chamserhodos   Bunge

5'.   Whole   plant   glabrous   except   the   margins   of   stipules,   the   latter   short
ciliated;    leaves    simple,     calyx    flat:     petals    lanceolate,     dark-purple;
styles  terminal,  2  ;  achenes  2  ;  receptacle  glabrous

6.    Brachycaulos    Dixit   &   Panigrani

BRACHYCAULOS    Dixit     &   Panigrahi,   gen.    nov.

Herba  pumila,   compacta  ;   rami  nunwrusi  .   br?v?s.   folinsi,   nmnmo  ulabri   stipularum  margin
r.rcrptis.  Stipuh?  ad  marginem  breviter  ciliatse,  petiolo  omnino  adnata3  et  membranace;?.  Folia  sn
riii,   margin?   integra,   parva.   Flares   terminal?*   xnlitarii.   parvi,   hr?>'i-p?di<   ?llnti,   hypanthium   plai
hrarteoli   milli.   Sepala  5.  Petaln  5.  lanrmlata,  ba\i  ungustata  et  in  ungue  extensa,  atropurpurea.
pella   2,   styli   terminal?*.    Arhenia    2.    lir.via.    fieceptaculum   planum,    glabrumque.

Tver-siMc  n:s    :    Brachycaulos  simplic   if   alius   Dixit    &  Panigrahi.

Brachycaulos   simplicifolius    Dixit     &    Panigraphi,   sp.    nov.

Herba   perennis,   csespitosa,   globularis,   2-5   cm   alia,   imbricatim   stipularum   reliquis   vestita.   Folia
oblanga  vel  lanceolata,  apice  acuta  plerumque  subobtusa,  3-6  mm  longa,  1-1.5  mm  lata.  Flares  bise.ruales.
8-10  mm  diamelm.  fi?di??lli.s   1-5  nun  Iannis.   Sepala  oblanga,  obtusa,  integra.  Petala  calycen,

apice   obtusa.   int?ara.   3-n?rvia.   Slum   inn   5,   sepalis   opposita,   filamenla   filiformi
planata  ;  anther;?  ovules.   Styli   murium   m/uontes,  stigma   inconspii
superantia,   apice   obtusa,    integra,   3-nervia.   Stamina   5,   sepalis   opposita,   filamenta   filiformia,

her:?  ovules.   Styli  ovarium   :?quantes,  stigma   inconspicuum.

Smith   3993,     India    Sikkim,    Gaoring,    4575   m,   31.7.1910   (holo-,   CAL!).   —   Pla

Herbs   dwarf,   tufted,   compact,   globular,   all   parts   glabrous   except   the   margin   of   the
tipules,   2-5   cm   high,   divaricately   branched   :   blanches   many,   closely   compressed   forming

solid   mass,   imbricately   clothed   with   brownish   to   dark-brownish   stipular   sheaths.   Leaves
imple,   oblong   or   lanceolate,   apex   acute,   sometimes   slightly   blunt,   margin   entire,   flat,
ems   and   veinlets   obscure,   3-6   mm   long,    1-1.5   mm   broad.      Stipules   thin,    membranous,
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IiiIIn   adnate   to   t   lie   pet.  Kile,   surface   glabrous,   margin   short   ciliated,   brown-coloured.   Flowers
solitary,   terminal.   ±   hidden   among   the   leaves,   bisexual,   8-  10   nun   diam.   ;   pedicel   4-5   mm
long,   slender   :   hypanthium   Hat.   Rracteoles   absent.   Sepals   5.   free,   oblong,   obtuse,   entire,
3.5-4   mm   long,   1-1.5   mm   broad.   Petals   5,   4-4.5   mm   long,   1.5-2   mm   broad,   lanceolate.
base   narrowed   and   drawn   into   a   claw,   apex   oh   t   use   and   entire,   little   exceeding   the   sepals,
dark-purple,   veins   distinct,   blackened,   three-veined   (one   mid-vein   running   up   to   the   apex
and   two   laterals   arising   from   a   little   above   the   base).   Stamens   5,   opposite   to   sepals,   3   mm
long:   filaments   flattened:   anthers   oval,   dithecous,   yellowish   brown,   deeply-notched   at
the   base,   slightly   so   at   the   apex,   hasifixed.   Carpels   2,   closely   situated   on   the   receptacle,
2   mm   long   :   st  vie   I   mm   long,   terminal,   as   long   as   tlieo\arv.   uniformly   thickened   ;   stigma
inconspicuous.       Achenes    black,     1   mm    long,    smooth.
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