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NESTING OF TAWNY FROGMOUTHS
By Daviv Friay, 6,56,

The nesting efforts of the quaint Frogmouths in the Australian
Section af the Zoological Gavdens are of navsual interest,*for
there appears 10 be no previous record of these hivds Lreading
successfully under captive conditions. Ten vears ago, lale i the
month of September, in my own collection at Ballarat, a pair
of exceptionally tame Froghieuths gathered fine sticks and a Tew
roots and manufactured a Rimsy nest on a shell in thar enclosure.
The female ird took ta her crazy hrtle structure immediately it
was completed, ot unfortupately she laid no egax, (bhaugh she
contmued to sit on the nest for, nearty two months, 1 was enabled
to vbserve many new calls of the hirds during thus period and
I8 sueprising what a variety of notes they have, Both birds
would spend some tiie at the nest alter nightfall and the female
was in the habit of vitering a4 running continuous call, whicl is
best likened to (e woise of a distant motor cyele, With head
bt forward and body swaving from zide (o side she would
mangain this series of rapid sunnds sometimes for as long as a
nuarter of an hour, The nuie hird occasionally answered in
similar fashion bur his call was even more rapil.  The ordinary
call of the species so often heard in the country by night was
urterecd veryv frequently by these birds at this time The male Lird
isually “spoke” Trom the far end of the enclosure and the quiet
but penetrating “‘oom-com-0om’ was nttered perhapg ninetcen
rimes before it ceased as mysteriously as il had begun and a shoyt
interval followed hefare the <all hegan again

When flving raund the aviary at night they sometimes uttered
a croaking growl, and during daylight another sound used as a
means of communication was a series of notes beginning loudly
and vapidly and suddenly dyng down again, The birds had a
danger signal resemiblng the sound “ope00! ooroo!™  uttered
quicklv and sharply, and on the overhead appearance of a hawk
the first bird to perceive the danger woukl acquaint its mate in
this fashion. Tmmedigtely both would “irceze” into the very
wonderful “broken hmb™ attitude. By mimicking this sound it
15 possible o cavse even the ynictest and most trusting Frogmouth
to adopt its protective artitnde,

Cats, possumg and other furred vigitors in the vicinity af the
nest built by the birds were treated with scant cercmony.  With
fiercely ruffled head, great glaring eyes, extenderl wings and
vigorous ciaps of their large beaks the birds wonld atack these
wpwelcomes intruders and drive them away. This briet dccount
uf the birds nesting so lony ago 18 given hecause of the observa-
tiom of intimate wavs, many not possible in the cas¢ of the more
timid pair ul present in the Znolagical Gardens, .

Cm September 5, 1935, the [emale Iard i a large avary mn the
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Australian section was discovered perched lengthwise on a wooden
beam near the ground, Her nest consisted of a small uprooted
grass sod and a six-inch nal, and on this precarious  support
lay a single egp  Next day it roiled off and was hroken oa the
ground below. On September 8 tlwe hen Frogmouth had made
another flimsy nest o1 grass und small twigs on the limh of 2
pepper Iree o the aviary, The site had heen previously prepared
tor -her by means of srranging 4 hollowed platform of bark on
the bough. Twa eges were land on successive davs, bow again bad
luck dogged the bnd, for an September 23, both were hroken
an the ground below the nest,  Once agam, for the third time, the
persevering Frogmouth laid u cluteh of eges and on November 10,
two. voung birds were hatched.  Several Nankeen KKestrels imhabit.
ing the uppér parts of the aviars were inmediately remaved i
caze they should develop i taste 1or the dainty lidle lnrds. MHow-
ever, the hoodeo remained, and when three days old one bahy
Frogmouth dell 1o the gronnd and s fellow suffered o shimilar
fate at the age af ehr days.

Rather v dlespair of syccess altar this exeraordimary rin of
masfortine T surrownded the nesting site with o prominent nidge
of back. but wis rather afraid that the structure would not he to the
Frogmaouth’s liking  However, keen interest was revived on
Novettiber 30, when the hird made her fourth attempt. She Taid
fier Drst egp on this day amd sat imunecdutely.  Another egg
apprared the Jollowing duy. For exactly Towr weeks the bird
cantinied to brood very closely amd at no time was she reheved
v her mate. On the twency-eighth day the hrst voung Dird
hatched, followed two davs later by 4 second.  “I'he guaint “chicks™
were solemiy, tender little mires clathed in whire dawn, and the
moather-bird, who bad been rather pugnacions and reiuctant abont
leaving the nest <ven when vopoding on cgas, now became quite
savage and one more than on¢ occagion she flew at me and knoclked
my hat Aving,  Her varying expiessions ahd glaring yellow cyes,
together with the unpleasant snaps of her strong heak were well
caleulated to segre intruders away from 1he nesl,

Naturally the diat of the parent birds had been varied a good
deal throughont the nesting season, anil now wirth the advent of
fleagetings the bloek or “ieeding {able’ was spread each evening
with a most, appetizing arrav of chopped mice and lreps, finely-
minced beef. meal worms, moths, znd 4 shallow tray of earth
worms, Not content with this alone the purent inrds hunted
theough the aviary and several times dead spiders which had
missed the gaping menths of rhe young lirds were discovered
entangled in the down of thew breasts  One chick made lintle
headway and it was missing from the nest 4 week afrer the time
of hatching, Apparently ic hal died and one of the parent birds
swallowed it.  The growth of the reinaining fledgeiing was slow
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Photeu. Ly 1. Fleay.
Female Frogmouth defending her nest
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