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A Visit to the Home of the Lilac. To one who has known the lilac
as a o'arden plant the first siffht of it in its native home is almost

certain to come as a shock. In the central Balkans, a dry and dusty
land, whose climate rouoâ€™hly approximates that of central Nebraska,
Si/ri/iga vulgaris picks out some of the driest, rockiest situations. At
Bancherevo, Buloaria, where I first saw it, there were scattered indi-
viduals oTowino- in full sunlioâ€™ht in rock crevices above the roadway.
They orew out sideways from the cliff and huno- over the road in low
tufts of foliao-e hearin*? here and there, for it was late in the summer,
loose panicles of ripenino- seed capsules. I saw scattered specimens
aijain near Gabrovo, at the foot of the Stara Planina, the mountain
ranjje which forms an east-west backbone across northern Bulg-aria.
'I'here too they were orowino- in rock crevices but in this case the cliff
rose above a stream and was covered with FAiojlish ivy {Hedei'a hellv).

Not until I came to Cazan Pass in south western Rumania did I find
Si/riuga vulgaris orowinoâ€™ in oreat abundance. At Cazan the Danube
River is confined to a narrow oâ€™oroe whose cliffs rise mountain hio-h on
eitlier side. In a series of sharp turns the river, like a thwarted ser-
pent, bends violently from left to rij^ht until it finally passes throuo'h
the Iron Gates and reaches the level plain beyond the mountains. The
lower Danube, like the lower Mississippi, is a oâ€™reat yellow-brown flood.
'I'hrou<>h the lono- level stretches of the Hunoarian and Rumanian
jilains an .American traveller mi<jht well believe himself at home. For
all that he sees from the river steamers, the willow swamps and shift-
ing- sand bars mijrht well be those of .Arkansas or Tennessee. But when
the Danube throws itself aoainst the Iron (k-ites there is little to re-
mind him of the .American scene. It is as if the Mississipjii, instead
of skirtinj>- the fiaid<s of the Ozark Mountains, were to jiass directly
throuji:!! them on its way to the sea. For so lar}>e a river the Rorjre is
surprisinjrly narrow. .At Cazan it is only a little over 1 00 yards across.



Steep cliffs rise almost vertically on each hank with narrow roadways
at their bases. 'I'he road on the Juj^oslavian side of the river is in ruins,
as well it inioht be, for it was constructed over 1800 years ajjo by the
Emperor 'rrajan. It was a marvelous piece of enoineerinjr for that day,
or for any day, since the road for much of the way had to be hollowed
out of the rock. One can still see the holes drilled in the cliff to hold
the beams on which the bridges were carried and at one spot there is
a tablet with an inscription in Latin. On the Rumanian side of the
river there is a similar road, a modern automobile hij^hway, and, like
the old Roman road, it now tunnels throuj^h the rock, now han<Â»s on
the foot of the cliff*.

The lilacs were everywhere, particularly on the sunnier Rumanian
bank. Some grew on the talus slopes, others seemed to spring from
the bare face of the rock itself, and an almost continuous fringe of
them lined the cliff* edge a thousand feet above the river, d'he pass
must be a marvelous sight in spring time. On inaccessible ledges wild
tulips grow in profusion and make spots of color which can be seen
from the river steamers. Flowering ash iFraxinus Orniis) with its filmy
yellow-green flowers forms a natural foil for the lilacs and all these
colors are backed by the bright gray-white of the limestone.

d'here can be no possible doubt that Sijriuga vulgaris is native at
Cazan. It is not only that it is abundant and that it grows on inaccessible
cliffs, the same can now be said for the American black locust (Robinia
pseudoacacia), which is thoroughly naturalized along the Danube and
at Cazan is a common sight at the base of talus slopes. A much more
compelling argument is the form of the plants and the remarkable
variation which exists among them. The wild lilacs of Cazan do not
at all closely resemble cultivated lilacs run wild. Their flowers are not
borne in tight little bunches, but in great open sprays. Even on small
bushes wedged in between limestone boulders, the panicles may reach
two feet in length. Nor does the general form of the bush follow closely
a single pattern as in the cultivated lilacs. This can best be seen back
from the cliff* edge where the lilacs grow in their greatest profusion,
on the limestone plateau above the river. Here they form open thickets
among the rocks, much as does the redbud (Ce/'c/â€™.v in simi-
lar situations in our own southern states. From bush to bush there is
striking variation in form and habit. Some are dense, some open. In
some the two branches of the panicle are widely divergent, in others
the.v ascend stiffly, side by side. There is, in other words, that rich and
manifold variation which characterizes most plants in their native
home, but which is not found in the few strains which are brought into
cultivation. In flower color and size, there may be greater variation
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