
MITES  FROM  MAMMALS  AT  THE  NEVADA  TEST  SIIE^

Dorald  M.  Allied  and  Morris  A  Goates

•  During  ecological  studies  at  the  nuclear  test  site  north  of  Mercury.
Nye  County,  Nevada  (Allred,  Beck  and  Jorgensen.  1963),  mites
were  recovered  from  many  vertebrates.  Data  on  some  collections
were  published  bv  Allred  (1962,  1962a,  1964),  Allred  and  Beck
(1962),  Goates  (1963),  and  Allred  and  Goates  (1964).  Additional
collections  represent  eleven  new  mite-host  associations,  ten  new  dis-
tribution  records  for  the  test  site  and  apparently  for  Nevada,  and  an
unusual  record  of  erythraeid  mites  of  the  genus  CaecuUsoma  crawl-
ing  on  bats.  These  larvae  are  normally  parasitic  on  arthropods.
Although  other  arthropods  were  not  found  on  the  bats  in  our  study,
dipterous  or  other  parasites  may  have  left  the  hosts  before  we  ex-
amined  them.

We  are  grateful  to  James  M.  Brennan  and  Conrad  E.  Yunker,
Rocky  Mountain  Laboratory,  and  Frank  J.  Radovsky,  Hooper  Foun-
dation,  for  identification  and  verification  of  some  of  our  mites.  Some
mites  not  reported  here  represent  several  undescribed  L^pecies.  These
are  being  studied  by  these  men  who  likely  will  describe  them  in
subsequent  publications.
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