
102 THE  PAN-PACIFIC  ENTOMOLOGIST  [vOL.  XXXVI,  NO.  2

THE  MAYFLY  GENUS  BAETISCA  IN  WESTERN
NORTH  AMERICA

(Ephemeroptera: Baetiscidae)
George  F.  Edmunds,  Jr.^

University  of  Utah,  Salt  Lake  City
With  one  possible  exception,  no  records  of  the  mayfly  genus

Baetisca  are  reported  from  western  North  America.  Eaton  (1885,
Trans.  Linn.  Soc.  London,  2nd  Ser.  Zool.,  3:229)  reported
Baetisca  obesa  from  California.  The  record  never  has  been  re-
peated  nor  confirmed,  and  considering  the  subsequent  distribution
record  of  species  of  the  genus  the  record  has  been  largely  ignored.

In  many  years  of  study  of  the  mayfly  fauna  of  western  North
America  only  two  specimens  of  the  genus  Baetisca  have  been  sent
to  me  for  identification.  The  first  was  a  young  nymph  collected  in
1948  by  John  L.  Steele  from  the  Big  Laramie  River,  Albany
County,  Wyoming.  The  specimen  represented  an  apparently  un-
described  species,  probably  nearest  Baetisca  bajkovi  Neave.  The
nymph  was  returned  to  Mr.  Steele  at  the  Department  of  Zoology,
University  of  Wyoming.  I  have  been  unable  to  locate  it  for  subse-
quent  study.

A  second  specimen  of  Baetisca  was  collected  in  the  Columbia
River,  Washington,  by  J.  J.  Davis  in  1948.  There  is  little  doubt
but  what  the  species  is  un  described,  and  that  it  is  distinct  from  the
Wyoming  species.  In  Traver’s^  keys  to  the  North  American  species
of  nymphs  the  specimen  runs  to  B.  callosa  Traver.  The  new  species
differs  from  B.  callosa  in  the  shape  of  the  mesonotum,  in  having
postero-lateral  spines  on  abdominal  segments  6—9,  in  lacking  a
black  band  at  the  base  of  the  terminal  filaments,  and  in  having  a
better  developed  apical  projection  on  the  second  segment  of  the
labial  palpi.

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  J.  J.  Davis  for  making  the  specimen
available  for  study,  and  David  1.  Rasmussen  and  Richard  K.  Allen
for  the  figure.

Baetisca  Columbiana  Edmunds,  new  species
(Fig. 1)

Length, body 6 mm., terminal filaments 2 mm. Color, body light brown,
with  dark  brown  mottling  and  spots  as  in  figure  1.  Dark  spots  on  venter
larger  and more sparse than on dorsum. Eyes black.  Antennae pale  smoky

^Tlie research on which this paper is based was supported by a grant-in-aid from the University
of Utah Research Fund.

^Traver, J. R., 1935, in: The Riology of Mayflies. Comstock Pub. Co., Ithaca, N.Y., 759 pp.



April,  1960] EDMUNDS  MAYFLY  NYMPH 103

brown.  Tails  smoky  brown.  Genal  and  frontal  projections  pale,  margined
with  smoky  brown.  A  distinct  larger  dark  spot  at  the  base  of  the  coxal
insertion  of  each  meso-  and  metathoracic  leg.  The  tibiae  and  tarsi  without

Explanation  of  Figure
Fig. 1. Dorsal view of holotype nymph of Baetisca Columbiana Edmunds.
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dark  spots.  Claws  smoky  brown,  becoming  darker  apically.  Head,  with
genal  projections  extending  only  to  front,  rounded;  frontal  projections
small,  rounded;  apex  of  second  segment  of  maxillary  palpi  produced  into
a  finger-like  projection.  Thorax,  mesonotum  moderately  wide  and  only
moderately humped; without lateral mesonotal spines, only a gently rounded
protuberance:  no  dorsal  mesonotal  spines.  Claws  moderately  long  and
tapered.  Abdomen,  tergites  7  and  8  without  a  median  spine,  a  poorly
developed  one  on  9.  Entire  body  covered  with  fine  tubercles,  giving  a
granular  texture;  these  tubercles  are  much  fainter  on  the  tibiae  and  tarsi.

Holotype  nymph,  Columbia  River,  Pasco,  Franklin  County,
Washington,  November  4,  1948  (J.  J.  Davis),  deposited  in  collec-
tion  of  California  Academy  of  Sciences,  San  Francisco.

LECTOTYPE  DESIGNATION  FOR  LETHOCERUS
ANGUSTIPES  (MAYR)
(Hemiptera: Belostomatidae)

In  1871  Mayr  described  Belostoma  angustipes  from  an
unknown  number  of  syntypes.  Some  of  the  material  is  located
in  the  Vienna  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  the  remainder
supposedly  is  deposited  in  the  Stockholm  Natural  History  Museum.
Dr.  Max  Beier  of  the  Vienna  Museum  has  been  kind  enough  to
loan  me  the  two  angustipes  syntypes  under  his  care.  One  specimen
is  a  female  and  the  other,  which  I  am  designating  as  lectotype,  is
a  male.  The  lectotype  bears  the  following  data  on  labels:  #517;
angustipes,  det.  Mayr;  Bilimek,  Mexico,  1871;  and  Typus
(machine  printed  on  red  paper).  The  specimen  is  58  mm.  long
and  22  mm.  wide  and  agrees  with  all  the  essential  details  of  Mayr’s
description.  —  A.  S.  Menke,  Department  of  Entomology,  Uni-
versity  of  California,  Davis.

RECENT  LITERATURE
CYNIPID  GALLS  OF  THE  PACIFIC  SLOPE  (Hymenoptera,  Cynipoidea),

AN  AID  TO  THEIR  IDENTIFICATION,  by  Lewis  H.  Weld.  Ann  Arbor,
Michigan,  offset.  Privately  printed;  published  October,  1957.  For  sale
by:  Robert  J.  Lyon,  Los  Angeles  City  College,  855  North  Vermont  Ave.,
Los  Angeles  29,  Calif.;  or  by  the author,  6613 North Washington Blvd.,
Arlington  13,  Virginia.  Price  $1.00,  postpaid.
This  booklet  contains  [ii  +]  64  pp.,  30  text  figs,  to  illustrate  the  identi-

fication keys,  and 205 figs.,  all  but one of galls,  on 16 un-numbered plates.
There is an annotated synoptic list of the species described or recorded from
the  Pacific  Slope  of  California,  Oregon,  Washington  and  British  Columbia,
a host index, including one arranged by the part of the plant affected, and
notes  on  collecting.  A  challenge  to  students  are  the  many  galls  illustrated
whose makers are unknown.
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