NOTE.

THE 0ccURRENCE OF THE LARVA OF A CEstopEWoORM 1IN POLITA ROGERSLI.
(Read 10th March, 1916.)—In January, 1915, a specimen of 2. rogerst,
B. B. Woodw., was fmmd near Radlett (Herts) which showed on dissection
the presence of larvee of some cestode worm in the lower part of the liver.
The cysts, some twenty in number, seem to lie free in the cavities of the
liver ; they are about 0-4 mm. in diameter, with a pretty tough outer skin.
On rupturing this, the scolex is delivered, showing a bilobed appearance,
with the head sunk in a pit at one end. There are numerous calcareous
bodies. The hooks are, as far as I can see, eighteen or twenty in
number and about 005mm. long. The other host of the parasite is
presumably something which eats the snail ; birds and voles suggest them-
selves. The foot and tissues of the snail had the peculiar pinkish
appearance which is sometimes seen in . rogersi (Lancashire Naturalist,
vol. vii, 1914, p. 311). The eggs of the tapeworm can evidently pass
mnnJured throuuh the mabtlc.mtory apparatus of the snail, which affords
further evidence that the radula is a prehensile rather than a grinding

apparatus.
A. E. Boxcorr.

P.S.—Since writing the above I have found apparently the same
parasite in six out of ten specimens of Polita cellaria (the scharfi
form) and in two of twenty-one P. wnitidula collected in August at
Sopwell Nunnery, near St. Albans. Mr. Bowell, who was with me,
recollects that mouse faces were abundant where the snails were.
P. rogerst was not found. A large number of Polita have been
examined from other localities in South Hertfordshire with negative
results.




ImEE BHL

Biodiversity Heritage Library

Boycott, A. E. 1916. "THE OCCURRENCE OF THE LARVA OF A CESTODE WORM
IN POLITA ROGERSL." Proceedings of the Malacological Society of London 12,
59-59.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/53698
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/203171

Holding Institution
Smithsonian Libraries and Archives

Sponsored by
Smithsonian

Copyright & Reuse
Copyright Status: Public domain. The BHL considers that this work is no longer under
copyright protection.

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 22 September 2023 at 04:10 UTC


https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/53698
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/203171
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

