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Species

-  Alasdair  Aston,  Wake's  Cottage,  Selborne,  Hampshire  GU34  3JH.

Editor  al  Note:  Alasdair  Aston  's  regular  summaries  of  species  emerging
earlier  than  expected  provide  a  valuable  ongoing  record.  For  the  benefit  of
new  subscribers,  earlier  summaries  may  be  read  in  this  journal  at  106:  116;
107:  4;  107:  191;  110:  54;  110:  189;  111:  134;  111:  220;  111:  286;  112:  183-
185  and  antea  29-30.

Larvae  of  the  Scarce  Tissue  Rheumaptera  cervinalis  (Scop.)  (Lep.:
Geometridae)  at  Charlton-on-Otmoor,  Oxfordshire

In  March  2000,  1  received  a  letter  from  Bruce  Tremayne  of  the  Old  Rectory,
Charlton-on-Otmoor,  in  response  to  an  article  (Waring,  2000.  Conserving  the
Barberry  Carpet  moth.  British  Wildlife  11(3):  175-182),  about  my  searches
for  the  endangered  Barberry  Carpet  Pareulype  berberata.  He  informed  me  of
a  hedgerow  containing  native  Barberry  Berberis  vulgaris,  the  larval
foodplant,  which  divides  his  property  from  the  neighbouring  field  of  rough
grassland  and  he  was  happy  for  me  to  inspect  it.  I  paid  visits  on  19  May  2000
to  beat  for  adult  moths  and  on  21  June  and  6  September  in  2000,  beating  the
four  clumps  of  Barberry,  which  I  found  in  the  hedge,  for  larvae.  None  was
seen,  and  I  saw  no  other  Barberry  elsewhere  in  the  hedges  round  the  field.
However,  the  visit  of  21  June  2000  (18.15  -  18.45  hours)  produced  six  larvae
of  the  Scarce  Tissue  Rheumaptera  cervinalis,  of  various  sizes  up  to  two
centimetres  in  length.  These  distinctive  purple  and  yellow  larvae  were
recorded  and  returned  to  the  Barberry  bushes.  The  Scarce  Tissue  was
formerly  considered  a  Nationally  Notable  species,  but  has  since  been  found
to  occur  much  more  widely,  feeding  as  larvae  on  a  number  of  the  cultivated
Berberis  species  now  commonly  planted  in  gardens,  parks  and  along
suburban  and  urban  road  verges.  Waring  (1992.  Scarce  Tissue  moth
Rheumaptera  cervinalis  (Lep.:  Geometridae)  and  a  search  for  the  Barberry
carpet  moth,  Pareulype  berberata  (Lep.:  Geometridae)  in  Lincolnshire.  Ent.
Rec.  104:  63-66),  discussed  the  status  of  this  moth  and  provided  a  national
distribution  map.  Since  that  time  I  have  found  the  larvae  in  many  more
places  where  I  have  beaten  Berberis,  both  wild  B.  vulgaris  and  cultivated  B.
thunbergi  and  B.  ottawensis.  Beating  for  larvae  is  much  the  best  way  to  find
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the  Scarce  Tissue  although  the  adult  does  come  to  light,  particularly  if  the
trap  is  placed  by  occupied  bushes.  It  is  unlikely  that  these  particular  bushes
at  Charlton-on-Otmoor  have  ever  been  inspected  for  larvae  before.-  Paul
Waring,  1366  Lincoln  Road,  Werrington,  Peterborough,  PE4  6LS  (E-mail:
paul_waring@  btinternet.  com)  .

SUBSCRIBER  NOTICE

Dipteron:  A  new  journal  of  interest  to  British  entomologists

Dipteron  is  a  privately  published  journal  concerned  with  Diptera,  with  an
emphasis  on  hoverflies  (Syrphidae).  The  subscription  cost  is  based  on
printing  costs;  it  is  a  non-profit  journal  produced  by  Dipterists  and  is
concerned  only  with  the  dissemination  of  information  on  Diptera.  We
acknowledge  that  the  price  is  relatively  expensive,  but  hope  that  this  might
decrease  as  more  people  support  us  by  subscribing.  The  prices  for  volumes
so  far  available  are:

Vol.  1  (1998)  DM  13.50;  Vol.  2  (1999)  DM  48.00;  Vol.  3  (2000)  DM  54.00

With  package  and  posting  to  Britain  at  8  DM  (for  1.150  Kg),  volumes  1-3
will  cost  a  total  of  DM  123.50,  which  is  little  less  than  £40.

These  volumes  contain  42  original  publications  on  Diptera,  most  deal  with
hoverflies.  Thirty-nine  new  taxa  are  described,  including  two  new  genera,
one  new  subgenus  and  3  1  new  species.

The  primary  language  of  the  journal  is  German  (with  English  summaries),
though  a  few  papers  are  in  English  (with  German  summaries).

Volumes  1  and  2  are  in  the  same  format  as  the  British  journal  Dipterists
Digest;  volume  3  has  a  reworked  layout  and  a  size  nearer  that  of  Studia
dipterologica.

The  preferred  payment  method  is  by  Eurocheque,  with  the  amount  in
German  Marks,  as  there  are  no  charges  for  us  and  only  small  charges  for  you.
For  all  other  cheques,  charges  of  about  20%  could  appear.  There  is  a  small
trick  to  avoid  this:  using  three  cheques  each  with  an  amount  less  than  DM
50.  German  banknotes  are  acceptable,  but  entirely  at  your  own  risk.  Sending
British  bank  notes  will  incur  charges  of  about  10%  because  Britain  has  not
yet  embraced  the  Euro.  Please  send  money  with  order  to  -  Dipteron,  Dr
Christian  F.  Kassebeer,  Lehrstuhl  fur  Okologie,  Zoologisches  Institut,
Universitat  Kiel,  OlshausenstraBe  40,  D-24118  Kiel,  Germany.

Visit  the  newly  launched  website  for  the
Entomologist's  Record  &  Journal  of  Variation  at:

http://members.netscapeonline.co.uk/colinwplant/entrechome.html
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