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It  seems  that  there  has  been  a  shght  shift  in  the  date  of  appearance  of  these  two
species  in  Hertfordshire  in  the  last  two  years;  this  is  evidenced  at  more  than  one  site.
Is  this,  perhaps,  an  indication  of  how  chmate  has  changed?

Maybe  it  is  about  time  we  renamed  some  moth  species?  Spring  usher,  March
moth,  November  moth,  Pale  November  moth,  December  moth.  Winter  moth,
Northern  Winter  moth,  July  Highflyer  all  seem  to  be  inappropriately  named
nowadays.  In  the  opposite  direction  of  time  displacement  I  had  a  buff  footman
Eilema  depressa  (Esp.)  during  October  2004  at  Thunderfield  Grove,  another  part  of
the  Broxbourne  Woods  complex.  —  Mark  Cooper,  37  Hobbs  Close,  Cheshunt,
Hertfordshire  ENS  OEB  (E-mail:  badmotsco@ntlworld.com).

Xylocampa  areola  Esper  (Lep.:  Noctuidae)  -  The  Early  Grey.  Unseasonable
record

In  May  and  early  June  of  2004,  specimens  of  Xylocampa  areola  Esper,  the  Early
Grey,  were  common  at  lights  run  in  my  garden  on  the  Suffolk  coast.  It  seemed
unusual  then,  to  find  a  specimen  in  the  garden  trap  again  on  24  November  2004.  As
its  occurrence  is  described  in  volume  10  of  The  Moths  and  Butterflies  of  Great
Britain  and  Ireland  as  only  'exceptionally  recorded  in  December'  I  felt  that  such  a
sighting  should  go  into  print  as  either  a  late  or  a  very  early  Early  Grey.  A  record  of
Apamea  monoglypha  Hufnagel,  the  Dark  Arches,  two  days  earlier  on  22  November
2004,  is  not  so  exceptional,  but  from  my  experience,  is  a  little  out  of  the  usual  flight
period.—  David  Wilson,  Lark  Rise,  Dunwich  Road,  Blythburgh,  Suffolk  IP19  9LT.

First  record  of  Large  Red  Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma  nymphula  (Odon.:
Coenagrionidae)  in  Shetland

On  29  June  2004,  Tony  and  Beth  Gerrard  saw  a  red  dragonfly  flying  over  the  small
pond  in  their  garden  at  Sandgarth,  north  of  Voe,  in  the  central  part  of  Mainland,  the
largest  island  in  Shetland.  They  only  saw  it  briefly  but  discussion  about  its  identity
centred  around  the  possibility  of  one  of  the  strong-flying  and  migratory  Sympetrum
species.  On  3  July,  they  managed  to  photograph  the  insect  and  they  e-mailed  the
photographs  to  me.  The  photographs  clearly  showed  a  male  Pyrrhosoma  nymphula.
This  species  breeds  widely  throughout  the  British  islands,  including  Orkney,  but  it
has  not  been  recorded  previously  from  Shetland.  Within  the  Odonata,  dragonflies  are
known  to  be  strong  migrants,  but  the  damselflies  are  not  usually  thought  of  as
migrants.  The  garden  pond  which  the  Shetland  insect  frequented  had  not  had  any
plants  added  to  it  for  at  least  two  years,  and  it  is  in  a  remote  area  with  no  other
garden  ponds  nearby.  This  would  appear  to  rule  out  the  possibility  that  the  insect
arrived  as  a  larva  with  plants,  so  it  must  have  arrived  under  its  own  steam.  The  only
breeding  dragonfly  in  Shetland  is  Enallagma  cyathigerum  (Common  Blue
Damselfly),  another  species  of  damselfly  from  the  same  family.  —  M.  G.
Pennington,  9  Daisy  Park,  Baltasound,  Unst,  Shetland  ZE2  9EA.  (E-mail:
mike@pennington.shetland.co.uk).
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