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NEW  TYPE  OF  VESSELLESS  DICOTYLEDON

In  1900,  at.the  conclusion  of  his  discussion  of  the  eighl  known  genera
of  the  Homoxyles,  Van  Tieghem*  made  the  following  prophecy:  "Ce
groupe  etant  ainsi  etabli.  il  est  probable  que  les  decouvertes  ulterieures  y
introduiront  peu  a  peu  de  nouveaux  membres.  II  est  possible  aussi  que
ces  nouveaux  memhres  offrent  les  divers  types  d  organisation  florale  qui  n'y
sont  pas  encore  represented.  L'example  due  Tetracentre,  qui  n'est  connu
que  depuis  douze  ans.  est  instruct  if  sous  ce  rapport  et  autorise  toutes  les
esperances."

During  the  last  46  years,  in  extensive  invest  .i»at  ion  s  of  extant  angio-
sperms,  no  new  types  of  large,  perennial,  vesselless  dicotyledons  have  come
to  light.  Even  in  the  paleobotanical  field,  vesselless  woods,  that  have
been  described  from  India  (Jurassic  ?).  Western  North  America  (Tertiary)
and  Greenland  (Eocene),  apparently  are  anatomically  indistinguishable
from  the  secondary  xylem  of  the  living  Trochodcnrfron  and  Tctracentron.
It  is  of  considerable  general  botanical  interest,  therefore,  that  the  New
Caledonian  endemic.  Ambordla,  proves  to  be  a  new  type  of  vesselless
dicotyledon.

A  detailed  morphological  discussion  of  this  remarkable  plant  will  appear
in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  this  Journal.

* Tieghem, P. van. Sur les dicotyh-diMii's du lm<, (,,,,■ di-s >I< ni..\yU-es. Jour, de Hot.

; for Research



Bailey, Irving W. and Swamy, B G L . 1948. "Amborella trichopoda Baill. a New
Type of Vesselless Dicotyledon." Journal of the Arnold Arboretum 29(2), 
215–215. https://doi.org/10.5962/p.185596.

View This Item Online: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/33605
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5962/p.185596
Permalink: https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/185596

Holding Institution 
Missouri Botanical Garden, Peter H. Raven Library

Sponsored by 
Missouri Botanical Garden

Copyright & Reuse 
Copyright Status: In copyright. Digitized with the permission of the rights holder.
Rights Holder: Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University
License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
Rights: https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions

This document was created from content at the Biodiversity Heritage Library, the world's
largest open access digital library for biodiversity literature and archives. Visit BHL at 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org.

This file was generated 29 November 2023 at 17:28 UTC

https://doi.org/10.5962/p.185596
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/33605
https://doi.org/10.5962/p.185596
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/partpdf/185596
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://biodiversitylibrary.org/permissions
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org

