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A  Rauvolfia  grandiflora  Martins  ex  A.  DC.  habitu
altitudine  altiore,  nodo  verticillato  in  ramis  floriferis  unico,

Tree ,  10-15  m  tall;  branches  3  or  4  on  each  whorl,
slightly  lenticellate,  younger  branches  dark  brown,
older  branches  paler  brown;  short  internodes  with
cataphylls  above  each  alternate  node  of  leaves;
triangular  cataphylls  inconspicuous,  ca.  1.5  mm;

Leaves  strongly  anisophyllous,  4  or  5  on  each  node,  the
smaller  ones  less  than  1/2  the  size  of  the  larger  ones;
larger  leaves  7-9.6(-12)  X  2.5-3(-5)  cm,  petiole
sessile  or  to  1.6  mm;  smaller  leaves  2. 5-4.8  X  1-

brous  on  both  faces  but  pruinose  in  adaxial  surface,
elliptical  to  obovalc-clliptical,  apex  acute  to  cuspi¬
date,  base  attenuate,  margin  slightly  revolute;  primary
vein  narrow,  conspicuous  on  both  blade  faces,

3-7  mm  distant  each  from  other,  curved  toward  the
margins,  9  to  14  pairs.  Inflorescences  pleiochasial,
whorled,  between  the  petioles  of  whorled  leaves,  at  the
end  of  branches,  1/3  to  1/2  the  size  of  largest  associated
leaf,  lax,  6  to  12  flowers;  peduncle  2-3  cm;  bracteoles
triangular,  ca.  1  mm,  with  toothed  margins;  pedicel  4-
6  mm;  upper  part  of  flower  buds  broadened,  oval  to

glandular,  green;  corolla  hypocrateriform,  white  with
red  spots  on  the  lobes;  tube  ca.  15X2  mm,  broadened
in  the  upper  1/3,  constricted  below  the  throat  at  the

n  the  style  head,  pubescent  inside  with

anthers  (0.5
with  rounded  apex;  anthers
apex  shortly  below  the  orifice  of  the  corolla  tube,  base
touching  the  apical  appendages  of  style  head;  filaments
curved,  1/3  the  size  of  the  anthers  and  callous  at  the

upper  margin  that  hides  the  appendages  and  with
a  membranaceous  skirt  at  the  base;  style  ca.  5.8  mm;
ovary  subglobose,  ca.  1 .3  mm,  syncarpous  only  at  the
base,  with  a  rounded  apex;  nectariferous  disc  ca.
0.4  mm  high,  annular.  Fruit  not  seen.

cies  were  collected  only  in  the  Governador  Valadares

region  (Brazilian  state  of  Minas  Gerais),  in  forests
located  at  the  Rio  Doce  Basin  and  by  a  single
collector.  This  suggests  that  the  collections  were  made

other  collections  may  place  this  species  at  a  high
extinction  risk.

Relationships.  Rauvolfia  pruinosifolia  differs  from
R.  grandiflora  with  a  tree  height  of  10—15  m  (there  is

individual),  and  there  is  only  one  leaf  whorl  on
floriferous  branches.  It  shows  strongly  anisophyllous

the  largest  associated  leaf,  with  flowers  that  have
corolla  lobes  to  2.5  mm  long.  Rauvolfia  grandiflora
bears  more  than  one  leaf  whorl  on  the  floriferous

inflorescences  that  are  slightly  shorter  to  longer
than  the  largest  associated  leaf,  with  flowers  that
have  corolla  lobes  4—8  mm  long.  Moreover,  plants
of  R.  grandiflora  commonly  form  shrubs  or  small

Etymology.  Individuals  of  Rauvolfia  pruinosifolia
present  epicuticular  wax  crystals  that  occur  as

al.,  1998)  have  revealed  that  such  wax  crystals  are  not
found  in  any  other  Neotropical  species  of  R<  o  a
These  waxes  give  the  leaf  a  whitish  powdery  aspect,

chosen  for  this  species.

7.  Rauvolfia  weddelliana  Muller  Argoviensis,  in
Martius.  FI.  Bras.  6(1):  32.  1860.  TYPE:  Brazil.
“Entre  Goias  e  Cuiaba,”  Weddell  2966  (lecto-
type,  designated  by  Rao,  1956:  331,  P  not  seen;
isotype,  F).

Rauvolfia  sessilifolia  S.  Moore,  J.  Bot.  42:  103.  1904.  Syn.
nov.  TYPE:  Brazil.  Mato  Grosso:  Sant'Anna  da  Cha-
pada,  Robert  494  (holotype,  BM;  isotype,  BM  photo  at
NY  [676]).

In  Rao’s  revision  (1956),  Rauvolfia  sessilifolia  and
R.  weddelliana  were  kept  separate  although  the  author

R.  sessilifolia.  Later,  Rao  (in  sched.,  Robert  494 )
suggests  his  intention  to  synonymize  R.  sessilifolia
under  R.  weddelliana,  after  examining  the  type
specimen  of  R.  sessilifolia,  which  he  identified  as  R.
weddelliana.  By  analyzing  the  type  material  and  otlier
specimens  of  both  species,  their  continuous  morpho¬
logical  variation  could  be  verified  herein.  The
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