
SOME   INTERESTING   ASPECTS   OF   THE   AVIFAUNA
OF   THE   POINT   CALIMERE   SANCTUARY,
THANJAVUR   DISTRICT,   TAMIL   NADU1*2

R.  SUGATHAN3

The   Point   Calimere   Sanctuary   in   Thanja-
vur  District   in   Tamil   Nadu  is   one  of   the  major
and   important   wintering   grounds   for   migrants
from   the   north.   The   Bombay   Natural   History
Society   had   earlier   conducted   bird   ringing
camps   in   the   sanctuary   from   1969   to   1972.
During   the   course   of   the   ringing   programme
it   was   possible   to   obtain   not   only   data   on
the  status  and  migratory  pattern  of  the  migrant
and   resident   species   but   also   on   some   distri-

butional peculiarities.  Some  stray  species  typi-
cal of  wet  evergreen  forest  biotope  were  re-

corded possibly  while  on  passage  to  similar
biotopes   in   Sri   Lanka.   Some   of   such   typical
species  that   were  repeatedly   recorded  were  the
Threetoed   Forest   Kingfisher,   Pied   Thrush,
Orangeheaded   Ground   Thrush,   Broadtailed
Grass   Warbler   etc.   (Raju   and   Shekar   1971,
Hussain   1976).   During   the   course   of   the   pre-

sent study  a total  of  38280  birds  belonging
to   178   species   were   ringed   and   released   bet-

ween July  1980  and  March  1982.  The  follow-
ing eight  species  have  been  recorded  for  the

first   time  in  this   area.

1 Accepted  August  1982.
2 The  Bombay  Natural  History  Society  in  colla-

boration with  the  United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife
Service   and  the   Ministry   of   Agriculture,   Govern-

ment of  India,  is  currently  conducting  a project
entitled  ‘‘Studies  on  the  movement  and  popula-

tion structure  of  Indian  Avifauna”  with  Dr.  Salim
Ali   as   the   Principal   Investigator.   The   project   is
funded  from  PL-480  grant  No.  8851-558-01  released
through  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Govt,  of  India.

Lesser   Flamingo   Phoeniconaias   minor
The   swamps   of   Point   Calimere   Sanctuary

are   one   of   the   major   feeding   grounds   of   the
Large   Flamingo   in   the   southern   peninsula.   The
birds   arrive   on   passage   either   from   the   north
or   from   the   south   (Sri   Lanka).   The   timing   of
arrival   and   departure   has   been   sporadic.   The
main   influx   occurs   soon   after   the   commence-

ment of  the  NE  monsoon  (October)  and  the
birds   spread   out   throughout   the   swamp.   Since
the   swamp   lies   on   the   flyway   to   Sri   Lanka
there   is   a  constant   movement   of   populations
either   way   (northbound   and   southbound).   No
adequate   data   are   available   of   the   migratory
movements   of   the   flamingos   in   the   peninsula.
Very   few   flamingos   have   been   trapped   and
ringed  and  there  has  been  no  recovery  of   any
of   these   birds.   A  few   stray   recoveries   within
our  limits  of   the  flamingos  ringed  in  Iran  have
been   recorded   from   several   parts   of   India   in-

cluding as  far  south  as  Point  Calimere  and
Rameshwaram.

A  number   of   juvenile   Phoenicopterus   roseus
without  any  trace  of  pink  in  the  plumage,  were

Two  major  research  stations  — one  in  the  Keoladeo
National   Park,   Rajasthan,   in   north   India   and
the  other  in  Point  Calimere  Sanctuary,  Thanjavur
District,  Tamil  Nadu  in  South  India  — have  been
established  under  this  project  and  will  be  in  opera-

tion for  about  five  years.  The  data  gathered  will
be   analysed   periodically   and   published   in   the
journal.

3   Bombay   Natural   History   Society,   Hornbill

House,  Shaheed  Bhagat  Singh  Road,  Bombay-400  023.
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noticed   in   Point   Calimere   swamp   from   July
1980   to   March   1982.   They   were   observed
feeding   along   with   adults   and   later   in   the
season,   in   small   isolated   flocks   of   their   own.
These   juveniles   were   perhaps   first   year   birds
accompanying   their   parents   from   their   breed-

ing ground  in  the  Rann  of  Kutch.
The   Lesser   Flamingos   (Phoeniconctias   minor)

were   first   noticed   at   Point   Calimere   in   July
1980.4   They   were   observed   throughout   the
season   and   also   during   the   subsequent   season.
One   bird   was   trapped   and   ringed   in   January
1982.   Studies   on   the   population   fluctuation,
feeding   behaviour   and   food   habits,   are   being
carried   out   by   the   project   staff.
Baza   Aviceda   leuphotes   leuphotes

The   genus   Aviceda   has   a  discontinuous   dis-
tribution typical  of  certain  forms  whose  pecu-

liar  distribution   pattern   has   given   rise   to
speculations   and   hypotheses   on   the   incurssions
of   Malayan   fauna   into   the   peninsula.   Both   the
species   of   Baza   occurring   in   the   subcontinent
namely   leuphotes   and   jerdoni,   have   a  similar
distributional   pattern.   They   affect   wet   ever-

green biotopes  of  NE  Himalayas,  the  southern
portion   of   the   Western   Ghats,   and   the   hill
zone   of   Sri   Lanka.

A  single   Blackcrested   Baza   was   trapped   and
ringed   at   Point   Calimere   on   24th   October
1981.   The   bird   was   apparently   on   its   way   to
Sri   Lanka.   According   to   the   key   to   the   sub-

species in  the  handbook  (Vol.  1)  leuphotes
differs   from   subspecies   syama   in   having   a
chestnut   breast   band   as   against   the   all-black
breast   of   the   latter.   The   specimen   from   Point
Calimere   had   a  distinct   rufous   band   across
the   chest   and   could   well   be   of   the   nominate
race.

4 The  Lesser  Flamingo  was  first   reported  from
Point   Calimere  by   R.   A.   S.   Melluish   in   February
1968  (Newsletter  for  Birdwatchers  Vol.   9(1),   p.   4
January  1969).

Handbook   (Vol.   1)   speculates   that   the   win-
tering populations  visiting  Sri  Lanka  could  be

the   Himalayan   form   syama.   The   fact   that   the
type   locality   off   leuphotes   is   Pondicherry,
which   lies   on   the   east   coast   approximately
160   km   north   of   Point   Calimere,   strengthens
the   assumption   the   southern   birds   may   belong
to  this  subspecies.
Spoonbilled   Sandpiper   Eurynorhynchus
pygmaeus

The   Spoonbilled   Sandpiper   has   been   record-
ed as  a straggler  in  West  Bengal  and  Assam.

There   have   been   no   other   records   of   this
species  within  our  limits  for  the  past  fifty  years.

Two   birds   were   netted   at   Point   Calimere
Sanctuary,   one   on   19th   February   1981   (re-

leased with  Ring  No.  AB-  86435)  and  the
other   on   19th   March   1981   (preserved   in
BNHS   collection).   A  third   specimen   was   ring-

ed  and   released   at   Chilka   Lake,   Orissa   on
17th   March   1981.

The   occurrence   of   these   birds   on   the   east
coast   within   the   space   of   a  month   suggests
that   the   species   may   be   regularly   wintering   on
our   southern   seaboard   but   has   been   overlook-

ed among  the  dense  flocks  of  stints  with  which
it   associates.   The   trappers   employed   by   the
Project   when   questioned,   admitted   that   they
had   trapped   these   birds   on   earlier   occasions
before   the   commencement   of   the   bird   ringing
programme   at   Point   Calimere.   The   spatulate
bill   was   considered   by   them   to   be   that   of
deformed   Little   Stint   (  Calidris   minutus)
Greyfronted/  Orangebreasted   Green   Pigeon
Treron   pompadora  /Treron   hicincta

Two   species   of   green   pigeons   have   been
recorded   so   far   from   Point   Calimere.   One
specimen   of   T.   pompadora   was   ringed   in   1969
by   the   BNHS   ringing   camp.   Subsequently   2
pompadora   and   2  hicincta   were   ringed   in
April  /December   1970.   A  single   specimen   of
T  .  hicincta   was   also   ringed   and   released   on
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21/12/1980.   The   latter   species   was   regularly
seen   in   Point   Calimere   from   August   to   Dec-

ember which  coincides  with  the  fruiting  of
Jamun   (  Syzygium   cuminii)   in   the   area.   Sub-

species of  pompadora  and  bicincta  occur  in
the   low   country   of   Sri   Lanka   as   well.   It   will
be   interesting   to   know   whether   there   is   any
local   migration   between   Indian   peninsula   and
Sri   Lanka.
Scops  owl   Otus  scops  leggei   ?

A  single   specimen   (?)   was   netted   near   the
forest   bungalow   at   Point   Calimere,   on   16/12/
1981.   The  specimen  has  been  preserved  in   the
BNHS   collection.   It   has   a  smaller   tarsus
(21   mm)   and   is   darker   than   three   specimens
of   sunia   in   BNHS   collection.   It   appears   thus
to  be  leggei   of   Sri   Lanka.
Indian   Cliff   Swallow   Hirundo   fluvicola

A  single   specimen   (cf  )  netted   on   18/10/1980
and   preserved   in   BNHS   collection.   The   pre-

vious southernmost  record  for  this  species  is
Coimbatore   at   the   foot   of   the   Nilgiris   and
the   present   record   in   a  way   confirms   the   sight
record   by   Phillips   in   Sri   Lanka   (  JBNHS   47:
740).
Blue   Chat   Erithacus   brunneus

This   species   breeds   in   higher   hills   of   the
Himalayan  ranges  and  winters   in   the  hill   zones
of   South   India   and   Sri   Lanka,   preferring
evergreen   biotopes.   It   is   interesting   to   note
that   it   has   not   been  recorded  in   the  plains   of
the  peninsula  or  anywhere5  between  the  breed-

ing and  wintering  ranges.   Seven  Blue  Chats
were  ringed  at   Point   Calimere  in   October  1969.
Eighteen   individuals   (  c?   $  )  were   ringed   bet-

ween October-November,   1980.   Again   five
were   ringed   during   the   same   period   in   1981,

5 Recorded  at  Bhimashankar,  Western  Ghats  —
SA.

6 Probably  Point  Calimere  birds  come  down  the
Western  Ghats.  The  species  is  quite  common  sea-

sonably in  sholes  in  the  Nilgiris,  e.g.  Coonoor-SA.

indicating   that   Point   Calimere   is   a  regular
stage   for   Blue   Chats   on   their   winter   migra-

tion. Birds  were  regularly  noted  during  this
period.  However,   none  were  recorded  on  spring
migration,   suggesting   that   these   birds   may   be
using   a  different   route   (Western   Ghats?)   on
their   return   migration.6
Forest   Wagtail   Motacilla   indica

Another   species   seen   on   passage   in   Point
Calimere.   The   first   winter   arrivals   were   noted
on   census   paths   within   the   sanctuary   on   15th
September   1980,   and   thereafter   they   were   re-

gularly seen  until  third  week  of  January  1981.
Peak   influx   was   noticed   in   October-Novem-

ber. Six  birds  were  netted  and  ringed  during
this   period.   Once   again   no   birds   were   seen
in  spring  migration  suggesting  that   this   species
also   takes   a  different   route   on   return   migra-
tion.
Rosefinch   Carpodacus   erythrinus

This   species   has   been   recorded   as   wintering
in   the   Indian   peninsula   but   so   far   has   not
been   recorded   in   Sri   Lanka.   A  single   female,
(in   BNHS   collection)   was   obtained   at   Point
Calimere   on   24-1-1981.

Several   species   of   birds   have   been   recorded
from   Point   Calimere   Sanctuary   during   the
course   of   our   studies.   A  checklist   of   the   birds
ringed   /recorded   is   given   in   the   appendix.   Of
the   birds   recorded   so   far   the   Spoonbilled
Sandpiper,   hitherto   regarded   as   a  rare   strag-

gler, may  actually  prove  to  be  a regular  winter
visitor   to   the   area.   Evidence   is   now   available
that   the   Lesser   Flamingo   occurs   on   the
eastern   seaboard   from   Chilka   in   the   north   to
Point   Calimere   and   possibly   Rameswaram   and
Sri   Lanka   in   the   south.   Both   large   and   lesser
Flamingos   occur   in   the   same   areas,   but   their
feeding   ecology   needs   to   be   studied.   The
occurrence   of   Baza,   together   with   that   of   Blue
Chat,   Broad-tailed   Grass   Warbler,   Threetoed
Forest   Kingfisher   and   Scops   Owl,   is   intriguing.
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Checklist   of   the   birds   of   point   cal  i  mere

Breeding,   C  =  Common,   R  =.   Resident,   M  =  Migrant,   SM   =  Seasonal   Migrant,   Ra   =  Rare,
O =  Occasional.

Common  Name Species Status
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Common   Name   Species   Status

90 . Greenshank
91.  Green  Sandpiper
92.  Wood  Sandpiper
93.  Terek  Sandpiper
94.  Common  Sandpiper
95.  Turnstone
96.  Snipebilled  Godwit
97.  Pintail  Snipe
98.  Swinhoe’s  Snipe
99.  Fantail  Snipe

100.  Knot
101.  Eastern  Knot
102.  Sanderling
103.  Little  Stint
104.  Temminck’s  Stint
105.  Longtoed  Stint
106.  Dunlin
107.  Curlew-Sandpiper
108.  Spoonbilled  Sandpiper
109.  Broadbilled  Sandpiper
110.  Ruff  and  Reeve
111.  Rednecked  Phalarope
112.  Herring  Gull
113.  Lesser  Blackbacked  Gull
114.  Great  Blackheaded  Gull
115.  Brownheaded  Gull
116.  Blackheaded  Gull
117.  Whiskered  Tern
118.  Whitewinged  Black  Tern
119.  Gullbilled  Tern
120.  Caspian  Tern
121.  Roseate  or  Rosy  Tern
122.  Common  Tern
123.  Sooty  Tern
124.  Little  Tern
125.  Large  Crested  Tern
126.  Indian  Lesser  Crested  Tern
127.  Indian  River  Tern
128.  Pompadour  or  Greyfronted  green  pigeon
129.  Orangebreasted  Green  pigeon
130.  Blue  Rock  Pigeon
131.  Indian  Ring  Dove
132.  Spotted  Dove
133.  Roseringed  Parakeet
134.  Redwinged  Crested  Cuckoo
135.  Pied  Crested  Cuckoo
136.  Large  Hawk-Cuckoo
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Common   Name   Species   Status

137.  Small  Cuckoo
138.  Common  Hawk-Cuckoo  or  Brain  fever  Bird
139.  Indian  Cuckoo
140.  Indian  Plaintive  Cuckoo
141.  Indian  Banded  Bay  Cuckoo
142.  Koel
143.  Small  Greenbilled  Malkoha
144.  Crow-Pheasant  or  Coucal
145.  Barn  Owl
146.  Eagle  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl
147.  Scops  Owl
148.  Spotted  Owlet
149.  Shorteared  Owl
150.  Indian  Jungle  Nightjar
151.  European  Nightjar
152.  Longtailed  Nightjar
153.  Common  Indian  Nightjar
154.  Palm  Swift
155.  Lesser  Pied  Kingfisher
156.  Common  Kingfisher
157.  Threetoed  Kingfisher
158.  Whitebreasted  Kingfisher
159.  Blackcapped  Kingfisher
160.  Chestnut-headed  Bee-eater
161 . Bluetailed  Bee-eater
162.  Green  Bee-eater
163.  Indian  Roller  or  Blue  Jay
164.  Hoopoe,  Hudhud
165.  Wryneck
166.  Lesser  Goldenbacked  Woodpecker
167.  Indian  Pitta
168.  Bush  Lark
169.  Redwinged  Bush  Lark
170.  Ashycrowned  Finch-Lark
171.  Sand  Lark
172.  Crested  Lark
173.  Eastern  Skylark
174.  Collared  Sand  Martin
175.  Swallow
176.  Indian  Cliff  Swallow
177.  Baybacked  Shrike
178.  Brown  Shrike
179.  Golden  Oriole
180.  Black  Drongo  or  King  Crow
181.  Grey  or  Ashy  Drongo
182.  Whitebellied  Drongo
183.  Ashy  Swallow-Shrike
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It   has   been   postulated   (Meher-Homji   1974,
a  &  b)   that   the   climatic   conditions   in   the
Coromandel   Coast   in   the   peninsula   was   humid
with   equatorial   climate   not   unlike   that   of
S.   W.   part   of   Sri   Lanka   in   the   recent   past,
suggesting   the   occurrence   of   a  contiguous   eco-
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