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5.  A  RECORD  NUMBER  OF  BLACKNECKED  GREBE  PODICEPS  NIGRICOLLIS
FROM  GUJARAT

We  visited  Okha  (22°  15’  N,  69°  01'  E)  in
Jamnagar  dist.,  Gujarat  on  December  28,  1996.
On  getting  information  of  blacknecked  grebe
Podiceps  nigricollis  at  the  nearby  Charakla  salt
farm  (40  km.  east  of  Okha),  we  reached  there  at
1720  hrs.  We  observed  two  salt  water  ponds
measuring  2  sq.  km  and  about  2  m  deep,  where
the  grebes  had  concentrated.  Two  neighbouring
ponds  of  similar  dimensions  did  not  have  any
grebe. Since the grebes dive frequently and come
to  the  surface  at  a  short  distance,  we  found  it  a
little  difficult  to  make  an  accurate  count.  A  total
count  of  201  blacknecked  grebe  is  a  minimum
estimated  number  but  we  believe  the  actual
number to be a little higher. The other birds worth
noting in the same

We also recorded 9 blacknecked grebe in a
bird  sanctuary  at  Porbander  (21°  37'  N,  69°  49'

E)  on  December  31,  1996.  3  grebes  previously
sighted  at  the  same  site  on  April  1,  1996  indi-
cate  that  they  might  be  regular  visitors  to  the
area.

One  of  us  (BMP)  has  also  recorded  the
species  in  central  Gujarat  —  one  bird  at
Nalsarovar,  25.i.l996;  one  bird  on  Vadadhla
irrigation  tank  in  Vadodara  dist.  17.i.  1993;  and
one  bird  on  Kanewal  reservoir,  in  Kheda  dist.,
12.U988.

Though  the  blacknecked  grebe  is  recorded
breeding  in  Baluchistan,  it  is  an  uncommon
winter  visitor  to  Nepal,  Uttar  Pradesh,  Punjab,
Gujarat  and  Maharashtra  (Ali  and  Ripley  1983).
In  Gujarat,  the  species  has  been  recorded
from  sewage  canals  in  Bhavnagar
(Dharmakumarsinhji  1952)  and  salt  pans  of
Jamnagar  dist.  (Naik  et  al.  1991).  Ali  (1945,
1954)  had  not  recorded  this  species  during  his
survey  of  the  birds  of  Kutch  and  Gujarat.
However,  since  1987,  a  few  birds  are  being
reported  from  Gujarat  every  year  during  the
Midwinter  Waterfowl  Census.  Our  present  record
of  its  number  and  distribution  supports  Ali  and
Ripley’s  (1983)  presumption  that  the  species
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possibly  occurs  more  generally  in  northern  India
than  is  believed.  Occurrence  of  201  grebes  at
Charakla salt pans is the largest number recorded
from  Indian  territory.

We  are  obliged  to  Shri  Fatehsingh  Jasol,
I.A.S.,  of  Gujarat,  for  information  regarding  the
presence  of  the  grebes.  We  also  thank  the  Indian
Council  of  Agricultural  Research,  New  Delhi,

for  financial  support.
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6.  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  THE  LESSER  FRIGATE  BIRD

(.  FREGATA  MINOR)  IN  MUMBAI,  INDIA

On the evening of 1 8th June 1996, a strong
wind  started  blowing  from  the  sea,  stirring  up
high  waves.  The  storm  continued  throughout  the
night,  with  the  wind  blowing  upto  80  km  per  hr.
In  the  night  several  big  ships  drifted  towards  the
shore  and  were  stranded.  The  storm  skirted
Mumbai  and  went  on  towards  Gujarat.  The  next
morning  it  was  cloudy,  with  the  wind  still
blowing,  but  not  as  strong  as  it  had  been  in  the
night.

In  the  morning  two  frigate  birds  were
noticed  from  the  13th  floor  of  a  building
overlooking  Mumbai  harbour.  The  birds  were
flying  around  quite  high,  with  considerable  ease
on  long  wings.  They  looked  completely  dark
brown,  with  longish  forked  tail  and  pale  brown
band on the underwing.  They were about the size
of  a  kite  but  a  lot  slimmer.  Thrice  the  birds  came
very  close  to  the  building  and  could  be  examined
quite  closely.  They  were  identified  as  lesser
frigate  birds  (  Fregata  minor).  We  looked  out  for

white  patches  under  the  wing  but  there  were
none.  Comparing a  published description and the
birds  seen,  we concluded that  the  birds  appeared
to be males.

The  only  Indian  specimen  of  lesser  frigate
bird is that of a storm blown one found entangled
in  a  fishing  net  near  Quilon,  Kerala.  The  last
sight  records  from  the  west  coast  are  from
Mumbai  43  years  ago  (Taylor  1953).  Two  recent
sight  records  are  from  the  eastern  coast,  both
storm  blown  birds.  Balachandran  et  al.  (1984)
sighted  a  straggler  at  Point  Calimere  on  23rd
Dec.  1983  and  Rao  and  Mohapatra  (1992)  at
Sriharikota  on  29th  July,  1991.
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