
MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

iaipehensis   can   hop   over   the   surface   of   the   water.   The   other   interest-
ing  point   is   that   this   appears   to   be   the   first   published   record   of   R.

Iaipehensis   in   India,   and   represents   the   western   limit   of   its   known
distribution.

I   would   like   to   express   my   thanks   to   Dr.   Malcolm   A.   Smith   and
Mr.   J.   C.   Battersby,   both   of   the   British   Museum   (Natural   History),
for   their   kindly   advice   and   assistance.

c/o   Ministry   of   Supply,
Tropical   Testing   Establishment,
Port   Harcourt,   Nigeria,
West   xAtrica.
July   10,   195  1.

J.   D.   ROMER,
M.I.  Biol.,   F.Z.S.

17.     HILSA   CATCHES   ON   THE   KODINAR   (  K   A   T   H  I  A   WAR)
COAST

In   the   last   issue   of   the   Journal   (Vol.   49,   pp.   614-623),   Dr.   C.   V.
Kulkarni   in   his   paper   on   the   Hilsa   Fisheries   in   the   Narbada   River,
has   remarked   that   'Chaksi'   is   the   local   name   of   Hilsa   ilisha   and   the
name   of   H.   toli   is   'Palwa'   on   the   Kodinar   Coast.   He   also   suggested
that   the   export   figures   of   H,   ilisha   given   in   my   paper   on   the   Marine
Fisheries   of   Kodinar   (/.   Bombay   Nat,   Hist.   Soc,   48,   pp.   47-61)   relate
to   H.   toli   and   those   of   H.   toli   to   H.   ilisha.

I   had   the   opportunity   of   corresponding   with   Dr.   Kulkarni   on   this
matter   and   he   very   kindly   sent   me   a   note   explaining   his   comments.
From   his   note   and   the   paper   referred   to   above,   it   has   been   found   that
his   comments   are   based   on   the   following  :

(1)   His   enquiries   from   the   fish   merchants   exporting   fish   to
Bombay   showed   that   the   fish   known   as   'Palwa'   in   Madhwad   is   called
'Bhing'   in   Bombay,   where   the   term   is   used   for   H.   toli   only.

(2)   Palwa   specimens   obtained   from   Madhwad   were   identified
by   him   as   H.   toli.     This   was   also   personally   verified   by   him.

(3)   Dr.   Moses   in   his   paper   entitled   'A   Statistical   Account   of   the
Fish   Supply   of   Baroda   City'   (Bull.   Dep.   Fish.   Baroda,   3)   has   mention-

ed Palwa  as   the  local   name  of   H.   toli   in   Baroda  (not   Kodinar).
(4)   Inspection   of   parcels   arriving   in   Bombay   from   Madhwad   etc.

after   the   monsoons   has   shown   that   H.   toli   is   more   numerous   than
H.   ilisha,   while   in   the   statistics   presented   by   me   H  .   ilisha   is   shown
as   more   numerous.

Dr.   Moses   in   his   Check   List   of   the   Fishes   of   Baroda   State   (Ann.
Rep.   Dep.   Fish.   Baroda,   1937-38),   gives   Palwa   as   the   local   name
of   both   H.   ilisha   and   H.   toli.   In   Dr.   Kulkarni's   paper   also   mention
is   made   of   the   fact   that   the   vernacular   names   are   often   interchanged.
In   the   ports   of   Kodinar   fishermen   from   different   parts   of   Gujerat
camp   for   fishing   during   the   fishing   seasons,   and   it   is   likely   that   the
vernacular   names   used   by   the   fishermen   also   vary.   My   information
is   based   on   personal   enquiries   made   from   fishermen   and   Customs   staff
of   the   area.   The   fish   called   by   them   as   Palwa   was   identified   by   me
as   H.   ilisha.   Specimens   of   Palwa   were   sent   to   Dr.   K.   K.   N  air   who
was   working   en   Hilsa   and   he   also   identified   them   as   H.   ilisha.   Mv
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