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examined   the   next   morning-,   the   rope   (minus   bait   and   hook)   was
found   floating-   in   the   water,   the   cut-end   of   the   rope   clearly   showing
that   it   had   been   chewed   up   between   the   jaws   of   a   crocodile.   This
kindled   hopes   of   eventual   success.   To   prevent   the   hook   being   torn
away  a  one  yard  length  of  the  line  between  hook  and  coir  rope  was  made
up   of   about   a   dozen   thin   but   highly   twisted   cotton   rope-strands   loosely
put   together.   As   each   strand   was   only   J   in.   in   diameter,   it   was   ex-

pected that  the  strands  would  slip  between  the  'V  shaped  teeth  of
the   crocodile   and   thus   escape   being   bitten   through.

Attempts   were   renewed   and   quickly   met   with   success   as   narrated
below.

9-4-50.  —  At   7   p.m.   the   baited   hook   was   taken   out
and   left   floating   about   20   ft.   from   shore   where   the   water   depth   was
about   10   ft.   The   other   end   of   the   rope   was   strongly   secured   to   a
steel   crow-bar   driven   deep   into   the   ground.

10-4-50.  —  At   6   a.m.   it   was   noticed   that   the   bait   was   no   longer
floating.   A   slight   exploratory   pull   on   the   rope   resulted   in   violent
disturbance   in   the   water   and   the   crocodile   made   himself   visible   by
lashing   out   his   tail.   When   it   was   made   certain   that   the   reptile   was
properly   hooked,   the   problem   was   to   secure   him   alive.   The   alter-

native was  to  get  him  shot.
A   second   rope   was   procured   and   placed   in   a   loose-hitch   on   the

first   rope.   By   having   two   men   pull   on   this   rope,   the   crocodile   was,
with  great  difficulty  slowly  hauled  ashore  and  held  between  the  two  ropes.

A   running   noose   was,   with   great   difficulty,   placed   over   the
snapping   jaws   ;   and   another   secured   the   lashing   tail.   The   crocodile
was   now   hitched   up   between   two   stout   and   long   bamboos.   It   took
S   men   to   carry   him   over   to   the   dam-side   where   he   was   left   in   a
shallow   fountain   sufficiently   well   secured.   It   measured   10   ft.   9   in.
The   hook   was   deeply   imbedded   and   could   not   be   safely   dislodged.

1  1-4-50.  —  The   next   morning   the   crocodile   was   found   dead,   obviously
clue   to   hook-injuries   as   the   hauling-in   caused   the   hooks   to   tear   deep
in   the   guts.     This   was   later   confirmed.

Post-Morte   m.  —  The   hook   was   found   deep   in   the   guts   in
the   stomach-region   and   large   tears   in   the   abdominal   wall   were   found.

Examination   of   the   guts   disclosed   some   remarkable   contents.
(t)   over   a   dozen   pieces   of   bone   3-4   in.   long   and   in.   in   diameter.
The   bones   were   broken   up,   hence   it   was   not   possible   to   make   out
whether   they   were   human   or   animal   in   origin.   (2)   about   a   dozen
pebbles   |-i   in.   in   size   and   worn   smooth.   (3)   human-body   remains:   —
a  human  left  hand  cut  off  at  the  wrist  and  a  human  left  foot  cut  at  'the
ankle.   These   were   fairly   fresh   except   that   the   colour   was   \ery   pale.
Finger   and   toe-nails   were   nearly   intact.   Loosely   hanging   nerves

and   muscles   indicated   that   swallowing   had   been   fairly   recent.
Conclusio   n.  —  The   above   method   having   met   with   success

deserves   to   be   tried   out   regularly   and   further   developed.   The
elimination   of   these   dangerous   reptiles   is   very   necessary   for   the   -afety
of   the   villagers   and   their   cattle   not   to   speak   of   the   thousands   of   fish
that   must   be   destroyed   by   the   large   number   of   reptiles   that   inhabit
the   reservoir.
Department   of   A.H.   Services,   D.   R.   KRISHNAMURTHY
Bangalore.   Fishery   Research   Assistant
15th  April,   195 1
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21.     A   CURIOUS   DEATH   OF   A   SNAKE

On   29-4-1947,   the   senior   author   found   a   dead   Tropidonotus   piscator
(Schn.)  —  popularly   known   in   Oriya   as   'Pani   Dhanda'  —  in   his   pond   in   the
heart   of   Cuttack.   On   examining   for   the   cause   of   death   it   was   found
that   the   snake   had   in   its   mouth   cavity   an   entire   fish
Callichorous   pabda   (Day).   The   fish   specimen   measured   8.  11   inches
in   length   and   3.7   inches   in   its   greatest   circumference.   The   snake
was   an   adult   measuring   3   feet   1.6   inches  'in   total   length.   The   species
is   common   in   our   ponds   and   subsists   on   fishes.   It   is   probable   lhat
the   pectoral   spines   of   the   fish   stuck   in   the   snake's   mouth   and   so   it
could   not   be   swallowed,   neither   could   it   be   rejected   owing   to   the
nature   of   curved   teeth   characteristic   of   the   Ophidians.

We   are   thankful   to   Sri   S.   R.   Upadhyay   of   our   laboratory   for
the   determination   of   the   fish   and   to   Prof.   D.   Mukerji   of   the   Depart-

ment  of   Zoology,   University   College   of   Science,   Calcutta   University
for   kindly   going   through   the   manuscript.

Department   of   Zoology,
Ravenshaw   College,
Cuttack

fe.   K.   BEHURA
M.   A.   JOHN

22.     EGG-LAYING   BY   A   PYTHON   IN   CAPTIVITY

Your   Journal,   December   1947,   published   a   note   of   mine   on   the
breeding   of   the   Indian   Python   (Python   molurus).

Details   up   to   date,   21st   May   1951   are   as   follows:   —
On   4   April   1938   this   python,   a   pet   of   mine,   mated   with   a   small

male,   and   laid   eggs   on   4   June   1938.     After   4
pet   python   has   ever   been   near   the   cage.

Date
4  June  1938
9  June  1947
6  June  1948
5  June  1949

and   21   May   1951
These  last  eggs  are

Loyola   College,
Madras,

aist   May,   1951

Number  of  eggs  laid
(2   months   after   mating)

16
20
16
12

April   1938   no   male

Period   of   captivity

9  years
10
11   „
13   „

7   of   normal   size   8J   inches   round  the   centre.
10£   the   ends.

5  small,  the  size  of  a  goose  egg.

#   C.   LEIGH,   s.j.

23.     A   RECORD   OF   THE   COMMON   MEMBRACID,   OTINOTUS
ONERATUS   WALK.   (HOMOPTERA   :   RHYNCHOTA)   FROM   THE

CITY   OF   PATNA   (BIHAR)

This   is   an   extension   of   the   distribution   of   the   common   membracid
Otinotus   oneratus   Walk,   in   Bihar   and   an   addition   to   the   list   of   its
hostplants.   It   was   only   reported   from   Ranchi   in   Bihar   (Distant,
W.   L.   1907.     'Fauna   of   British   India.     Rhynchota',   4:   40-41).
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