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143   a.   Journal   of   the   Dar-
jeeling   Natural
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155   a.     Lambert   Cowley.
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174   a.   Mohan   Jai   Ram
Gir,   Shri

36   a,   BloomfieJd,
Col.   Arthur

160  a.     Leveson.   H.   A.

Title Published

1923   to   1930.   Title   changed   in
1930   to   the   Bengal   Natural
History  Society,  1930  to  1949  and
onwards  (?)

A   Trip   to   Cashmere   and   Ladak   1877
(in  1874)

Five    Weeks'     Sport     in    the   1864
Interior   of   the   Himalayas.

Useful   Instruction   in   Shoot-   1885
ING.
(Printed   in   English   and   Hindi
in   parallel   columns.   Thirteen
chapters,   and   a   number   of   very
amusing   illustrations.)

The   doings   and   destruction   of   —  -
the   most   murderous   rogue
(CP.   elephant).

Hunting   grounds   of   the   old   1878
world.   (?)
Part   L   India;   Part   II.   Circassia  ;

■   Part   III.     Algeria;   Part   IV.
Firearms   Hints.

^   Corrigenda

On  page  235,   under   Lydekker,   enter   :  —
6   a.     Lydekker,   R.       ...     Catalogue   of   the   Heads   and   1913

Horns   of   Indian   Big   Game
bequeathed  by  A.  O.  Hume,  Esq.,
to   the   British   Museum   of   Natu-

ral History.

On   page   235.     Pigsticking  .     Insert   between   the   two   entries   :—
"   Raoul"   ...     Pigsticking   in   Bengal.   

On   page   239,   under   Lion,   enter:
23   a.     Lion   ...     The      Kathiawar     Lion.      By     191  L

Lt.-Col.   A.   A.   Fenton.   Vol.   20,
No.   3,   pp.   737   to   752.   This
deals   with   hunting   the   Lion   in
Gir   Forest.

Opposite   item   23,   enter   year   of   publication   1909'
On   page   239,   under   Lion,   strike   out   the   line:   {also   see

Vol.   48.     493-515,   1909)
On  page  239,  enter  : —

23   b.     Lion   ...     The   Gir   Forest   and   its   Lions.   1949
By   M.   A.   Wynter-Blyth.
Part   I.     With    a   Map.     A    full   1949

and    informative   description
of   the   area.   Vol.   48,   pp.   493-
514.
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On   page   237,   opposite   i
publication.

Part   IT.   By   M.   A.   Wynter-   1950
Blyth   and   Kumar   Shree   Dhar-
makumarsinrrji,   Vol.   49,   No.
3,   pp.   456-470.   The   Test
Count  —  The   Census  —  Conclu-

sions and  Recommendations-
History   of   Junagadh   Lions
1886  to  1936.

Part   III.     By   K.   S.   Dharma-   1951
kumarsinhji   and   M.   A.   Wyn-
ter-Blyth,   m.a.   Vol.   49,   No.   4,
pp.   685-694.

Vegetation  —  Habits     and   mea-
surements.

:tn   14,   last   line,   enter   year   of
1925

Wanted.   Year   of   publication   of   items   :   58   b,   89,   90,   139,
209  and  of   '   Pigsticking  in  Bengal  '   by  '   Raoul   \

Members   able   to   supply   the   above   wants,   or   to   make   any
suggestions   for   further   additions   or   amendments   are   asked   to
send   these   to   the   Honorary   Secretary.

Bangalore,   R.   W.   BURTON,
ISih   June,   1951.   Lt.-CoL   LA.   (Retd.)

7.     CROWS   HAWKING   FISH   ON   WING

It   was   early   morning   of   December   31,   1945   and   I   was   walking
along   a   high   bank   of   the   tank   at   Unjha   (a   big   town   on   B.B.   &.   C.I.
Railway,   54   miles   north   of   Ahmedabad),   when   my   attention   was   at-

tracted by  a  number  of  herons  and  egrets  flying  over  the  calm  water  of
the   tank.   When   crossing   over   from   one   side   to   another,   the   birds   flew
very   low,   sometimes   actually   skimming   the   surface   and   at   suitable
places,   they   would   dip   their   long   bills   with   part   of   neck   into   the   water
and   pick   up   fish   which   they   swallowed   upon   reaching   the   bank.   What
was   more   remarkable   was   the   presence   of   some   House   Crows   among
them,   behaving   likewise.   These   crows,   about   eight   in   numebr,   were
flying   in   company   of   the   herons   and   egrets,   though   not   so   near   the
surface,   and   imitating   their   companions   by   actually   diving   for   fish   !
They   did   not   penetrate   the   water   very   deep   but   just   broke   the   surface,
and   were   not   always   successful   in   catching   fish.   But   whenever   they
were   able   to   strike   a   catch,   the   crows   left   the   herons   and   egrets   and
immediately   flew   to   the   nearest   bank   and   devoured   the   fish   piecemeal.
After   consuming   the   fish,   they   returned   to   join   the   herons   in   fibbing.
As   the   crows   are   constitutionally   unfit   for   aquatic   life,   their   diving
stunts   appeared   ludicrous.   They   looked   particularly   foolish   when   a
pariah   kite  —  one   of   several   hovering   about  —  pursued   an   unlucky   crow
with   a   fish   in   its   bill   and   snatched   away   the   tasty   morsel.   This   game
went   on   for   quite   a   time   till   the   sun   rose   and   the   tank   began   to   be
crowded   with   cattle   and   human   beings,   when   the   herons   and   egrets
retired   to   the   shelter   of   neighbouring   trees.     The   crows   too,   in   the
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absence   of   their   companions,   lost   interest   in   fishing   and   flew   off   else-
where.
Sanatorium,   Shahibag,
Ahmedabad,   HARINARAYAN   G.   ACHARYA
>gth  May,   1951.

8.     MATING   OF   THE   HOUSE   CROW   (CORVUS   SPLENDENS
SPLENDENS   VIEILLOT)

I   am   to   record   the   following   two   experiences   which,   I   hope,   will
further   help   to   clear   the   mystery   that   still   seems   to   surround   the   mat-

ing habits  of   the  Indian  House  Crow  in  some  quarters.
In   May,   1946,   having   been   bitten   by   a   mad   dog,   I   had   to   attend

the   Civil   Hospital   daily   for   a   fortnight   for   taking   a   course   of   anti-
rabic   treatment.   This   hospital   is   situated   in   the   heart   of   the   city
and   is   much   overcrowded   at   all   hours.   On   the   17th   of   the   month   at
12   noon,   after   taking   the   injection   I   was   leaving   the   hospital   when
a   pair   of   House   Crows   flew   down   from   an   adjacent   tree,   apparently
quarrelling,   and   settled   on   the   ground   in   the   middle   of   the   main   gate
and   exactly   in   front   of   my   bicycle.   To   avoid   injuring   the   birds,   I
instantly   stopped   the   bicycle   and   without   alighting,   waited   for   the
birds   to   fly   away.   Watching   closely,   I   found   that   the   crows   were   not
fighting   but   what   appeared   to   be   a   'quarrel'   was   actually   their   way
of   expressing   endearment   and   mutual   love   preparatory   to   mating,
for   immediately   on   reaching   the   ground,   the   pair   started   copulating.
The  female  was  sitting  on  the  ground  and  the  male  bird  was  treading  her
in   the   normal   manner   of   birds.   The   pair   were   so   engrossed   that   the
continuous   passage   of   human   beings   through   the   gate   and   the   noise
and   bustle   around   them   did   not   seem   to   disturb   them.

The   birds   were   hardly   a   couple   of   feet   from   my   bicycle   and   I
could   observe   the   whole   function   minutely   from   start   to   finish.   During
the   act   the   male   was   cawing   somewhat   loudly   but   the   female   only
uttered   a   sweet   and   low   cooing   expressive   of   her   satisfaction.   The
act   continued  for   some  seconds,   when  the  male   bird   got   off   the   back   of
his  mate  and  both  flew  away  together  into  a  tree  and  I  proceeded  on  my
way.   About   a   week   after   the   above   incident   I   got   another   opportunity
to   observe   the   mating   of   House   Crows.   On   26th   May   1946   I   was   re-

turning home  after  getting  my  regular  dose  of  injection  at  the  hospital.
Outside   the   city   limits,   on   the   road   leading   to   the   Cantonment,   I   heard
a   loud   cawing   from   a   roadside   tree.   I   got   off   my   bicycle   to   investigate.
The  female  crow  was  calling  softly   from  a  branch  in  a   nim  tree,   and  the
male   bird   was   loudly   replying   from   a   superior   branch   in   the   same   tree
about   ten   feet   away.   This   continued   for   two   or   three   minutes,   when   the
male   bird   flew   down   from   the   upper   branch,   mounted   the   female   bird
and  copulated   with   her.   In   this   case   also   there   was   no   haste   during   the
act  and  both  the  birds  were  silent  except  for  a  soft  cooing  by  the  female
bird   as   before.   The   act   must   have   lasted   a   few   seconds,   when   the
pair   separated   and   flew   away   to   different   trees.   The   time   of   day   was
1  p.m.
Sanatorium,   Shahibag,
Ahmedabad,   HARINARAYAN   G.   ACHARYA
gth  May,  195 1.
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