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black   tail   and   black   limbs   with   little   naked   knuckles   to   his   long
slender   forepaws.   He   is   perfectly   tame   and   lops   along   to   meet   his
mistress,   when   he   is   out   playing   in   the   evening.   No   longer   does   he
have   to   be   hand   fed   ;   he   feeds   himself,   selecting   his   food   from   a   very
mixed   diet   consisting   of   tomatoes,   sweet-potatoes   (yams),   nuts,   raisins
and   plantains,   washed   down   with   his   usual   Klim   or   other   milk-powder,
glucose   and   calcium   from   a   bowl.     Cow's   milk   he   does   not   have   as,

Young  $  Ceylon  Grey  Flying  Squirrel  (Petaurista  philippensis  lanka)
being  fed  with  milk  solution

curiously   enough,   cow's   milk   does   not   agree   with   the   majority   of
small   wild   animals.

Until   the   evening,   he   likes   to   lie   sleeping   in   his   covered-box,   but
as   dusk   falls   he   becomes   active,   if   not   lively,   and   hops   around   in
his   rather   ungainly   manner   or   climbs   up   anything   handy  —  preferably
cloths   to   a   convenient   shoulder.   He   is   very   gentle   and   confiding,   but
if   alarmed   he   will   grunt   at   the   intruder   in   a   curious   Bandicoot-like
manner   and   attempt   to   frighten   him   away.   I   have   heard   no   other
sound  from  him.

Flying   squirrels   of   this   species   are   to   be   met   with   in   the   well-wooded
foothills   of   this   neighbourhood.   They   are   certainly   not   common,   but
being   purely   nocturnal   they   are   probably   more   numerous   than   they
appear.   Although   they   are,   perhaps,   more   plentiful   in   the   lower   foot-

hills,  they   have   been   encountered   even   on   the   Horton   Plains,   at
altitudes   of   over   7,000   feet.

«•   *
TONACOMBE,
Namunukula,   W.   W.   A.   PHILLIPS
Jth   May,   195  1.
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4.     GAUR   ATTACKING   MAN

I   thought   you   might   be   interested   in   the   following   account   of   an
attack   by   a   bull   bison   on   a   solitary   coolie   which   ended   fatally.

Between   the   Anamallai   Hills   and   the   High   Range   Hills,   at   an
elevation   of   about   6,500   feet,   there   is   a   large   stretch   of   grassy   downs
with   small   patches   of   shola   on   them.   Through   this   country   runs   a
short-cut   of   some   20   miles   occasionally   used   by   coolies   though   generally
only   parties   travel   together   on   account   of   the   numbers   of   bison   and
elephants   which   are   to   be   found   there.   At   the   beginning   of   March
two   coolies   on   their   way   back   from   the   High   Range   came   upon   the.
body   of   a   coolie   who   had   come   over   ahead   of   them   on   his   own.   He
had   apparently   come   upon   a   solitary   bull   bison   on   the   path   just   after
he   had   crossed   a   small   stream   (which   is   a   popular   watering   place   for
bison)  and  they  believed  he  threw  stones  at  it,   though  this  is   not  certain.

The   bison   anyhow   charged   him   and   gave   him   a   good   tossing,   and
ripped   him   up   a   bit   with   its   horns   and   then   after   trampling   on   the
body  to  make  sure  of  its  job,   it   left   the  scene.

Mr.   J.   S.   MacPherson   the   Asst.   Manager   of   Akkamallai   Estate
who   later   saw   the   body   on   the   spot,   wrote   to   me   and   said   that   the
coolie's   cloth   was   found   hanging   in   the   branches   of   a   tree   (showing
how   high   he   was   tossed).   The   body   was   very   badly   gored.   One   horn
had   entered   below   the   left   shoulder   blade   and   had   ripped   diagonally
upwards   passing   through   the   spine   at   the   base   of   the   neck.   The   other
major   injury   was   an   abdominal   one   and   was   even   more   gruesome   as
his   stomach   and   intestines   were   tucked   under   his   left   arm.   Mr.
MacPherson  's   theory   for   this   accident   is,   that   the   bison   while   coming
for   a   drink   at   its   watering   place,   finding   the   coolie   in   the   way,   promptly
charged   and   killed   him,   probably   being   aggravated   by   the   coolie
throwing   stones   at   it   (though   I   personally   think   that   no   sensible
coolie   would   do   such   a   thing).   If   anyone   shoots   the   bison   another
reason   might   be   found   such   as   an   old   wound   or   something.

The   particular   solitary   bull   bison   who   lived   in   this   locality   was
well   known   to   me   and   certainly   on   the   numerous   occasions   I   met
it,   it   never   attempted   to   be   aggressive.   The   only   theory   (other
than   the   one   above)   that   I   can   put   forward   is   that   the   bison   had   been
mauled   by   a   tiger   and   later   seeing   the   coolie   mistook   him   for   the
enemy   and   proceeded   to   get   his   own   back.

It   is   of   interest   to   add   that   some   two   weeks   before   the   above
incident   I   shot   a   bull   bison   about   2   miles   away   from   the   scene,   which
had   been   very   badly   mauled   indeed   by   a   tiger   about   the   face   and
neck  —  one   of   the   healing   scars   being   over   2   feet   in   length.   This
bison   was   in   a   herd   of   19   and   none   of   them  appeared   aggressive,   least
of   all   the   bull   which   I   shot.

Perhaps   some   more   experienced   person   can   put   forward   other
theories  ?

Rousdon   Mullai   Estate,   ANGUS   F.   HUTTON
Devala   P.O.,
NlLGlRI   WYNAAD,
23rd   April,   1951.
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