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Bombay  Natural  History  Society,
HoRNBiLL  House,  EDITORS
Bombay  1-br,  -
January  28,  1966.  -  '  [

21.  PLANTS  EATEN  BY  UROMASTIX  MICROLEPIS  BLANFORD
AND  OTHER  NOTES  ON  THIS  LIZARD  IN  EASTERN  ARABIA

I  was  very  interested  in  what  Mr.  Mandaville  has  written  in  your
publication  (/.  Bombay  nat.  Hist.  Soc.  Vol.  62,  No.  1)  for  April  1965.

My  experience  in  Kuwait  with  young  spinytailed  lizards,  which  used
to  be  given  to  us  for  the  children  to  play  with,  was  that  they  would  eat
green  alfalfa,  which  we  gave  them  daily  in  their  box.

As  Mr.  Mandaville  observed,  the  full  grown  lizards  in  captivity  would
eat  nothing.

That  they  eat  locusts  also  is  possible.  I  quote  from  the  ara^  of  the
DESERT,  by  H.  R.  P.  Dickson  :

'In  1932  ...  I  remember  once,  when  coming  home  with  my  wife
from  the  Batin  by  car,  meeting  a  swarm  of  locusts  flying  very  low  across
the  plain  west  of  Jahra.  It  was  near  sunset,  and  we  saw  several  full
sized  dhubs  and  wurral  on  the  side  of  the  track  chasing  the  flying  locusts
and  jumping  in  the  air  to  catch  them.  We  were  so  much  interested  at
the  sight  that  we  stopped  our  car  and  watched  for  some  five  minutes,
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