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Bradypterus   thoracicus   (Blyth)   is   illustrated   in   Salim   Ali's   birds
of   sikkim.

The   Chartered   Bank,
Calcutta-1,   J.   R.   S.   HOLMES,   m.b.o.u.
March   26,   1968.

14.     DUST   BATHING   BY   COMMON   BAYA
(PLOCEUS   PHILIPPINUS)

Recently,   going   through   the   chapter   on   Feather   Maintenance   in
a   new   dictionary   of   birds,   I   came   across   a   statement   by   K.   E.   L.
Simmons,   who,   while   writing   of   Dusting   says,   'Dusting   is   also   found,
for   example,   in   sparrows   (Passerinae  —  but   not   in   other   Ploceidae).

On   the   afternoon   of   May   4,   1962,   Julian   Donahue   and   I   had   gone
out   along   Agra   Canal   beyond   Okhla   to   watch   a   large   wagtail   roost
which   Julian   had   discovered   the   previous   evening.   Stopping   the   car
on   the   road,   we   spotted   a   family   of   Bustard   Quails.   The   land   was
parched   and   dotted   with   dry   Zizyphus   bushes   and   other   kinds   of
thorny  bushes,   clump  of   grass  and  a  few  keekar  trees.

A   few   Common   Bayas   {Ploceus   philippinus)   were   bathing   in   the
dust.     Others   were   feeding   on   some   kind   of   seeds   from   the   ground.

Dust   bathing   by   the   Common   Baya   has   since   been   corroborated
by   Mr.   S.   K.   Kanjilal   from   Lucknow.

32,   Chhatra   Marg,
Delhi-7,   (MRS.)   USHA   GANGULI
August   28,   1968.

15.     SOME   NEW   BIRD   RECORDS   FOR   DELHI

On   2   June   1968   I   found   the   Collared   Pratincole   (Glareola   pratincola
maid  i  varum)   nesting   on   the   grasslands   on   the   south-western   side   of
the   dried-up   Najargarh   jheel,   about   20   miles   south-west   of   Delhi.

This   is   the   first   nesting   record   we   can   trace   for   Delhi,   although
the   Pratincole   has   been   seen   in   every   month   of   the   year.

There   were   many   Pratincoles   in   the   area,   some   flying   and   others
standing   or   sitting   on   the!   ground.   As   I   drove   my   car   slowly   towards
one   it   suddenly   rose   and   threatened   the   car   with   outstretched   wings.
I   then   found   two1   eggs   resting   on   the   ground   in   the   short   grass.
There   was   little   sign   of   the   bird   having   hollowed   the   ground   at   all.
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Investigation   disclosed   some   six   nests   in   the   vicinity,   and   there
were   probably   more   spread   over   the   area.   I   was   able   to   bring   my
car   within   six   feet   of;   sitting   birds   to   take   photographs.

A   week   later   Mrs.   Usha   Ganguli   accompanied   me   to   the   spot   and
we   found   more   nests.   Pairs   were   occasionally   displaying.   The
males,   which   we   noted   were   distinctly   darker   at   the   lores   and   fore-

head, approached  the  females  bowing  low  and  then  circling  as  though
hollowing   out   a   nesting   place.   The   females   were   rather   indifferent
and   usually   moved   away.   It   appeared   that   only   females   sat   on   the
nests.

Dr.   Dillon   Ripley   in   the   synopsis   of   the   birds   of   india   and
Pakistan   says   the   Pratincole   breeds   irregularly   in   India,   East   Pakistan
and   Ceylon.   My   impression   is   that   they   regularly   haunt   the   Najafgarh
area   during   the   hot   weather   and   it   is   possible   that   they   breed   there
regularly.

The   eggs   were   strongly   marked   in   the   fashion   of   the   Redwattled
Lapwing   (Vanellus   indicus).

On   June   23   Mrs.   Ganguli   and   I   found   a   number   of   chicks   a   few
days   old.   They   were   very   active,   and   generally   ran   away   when
approached.   But   the   smaller   ones   would   crouch   and   become   almost
invisible   because   of   their   protective   speckled   down.

A   few   House   Crows   (Corvus   spiendens)   which   flew   over   the   area
iwere   harried   by   the   Pratincoles.

The   arqa   is   also   favoured   for   nesting   by   the   Indian   Courser
(Cursorius   coromandelicus),   and   I   have   regularly   seen   pairs   with   young
in   May   and   June   there.

In   passing   I   might   also   mention   the   presence   of   six   Blackbuck
{Antilope   cervicapra),   females   and   young,   near   some   pools   on   the
dried   up   jheel  —  seldom   seen   nowadays   and   a   sad   reminder   of   the
herds   which   once   roamed   the   area.

Two   other   new   records   for   Delhi   were   established   in   May   when
I   was   out   with   Mrs.   Ganguli   and   Mr.   Holmes.   Among   the   waders
feeding   on   4   May   where   a   sewage   drain   runs   into   the   bed   of   the
Jumna   about   one   mile   below   Okhla   weir   we   spotted   Terek   Sandpiper
{Tringa   terek).   It   kept   apart   from   the   Stints   {Calidris   minutus   and
C.   temminckii)   and   its   yellow   legs   showed   up   well.   The   upturned
bill   could   only   be   seen   when   it   was   favourably   positioned   for   light
and   background.   Both   here   and   at   other   wader   resorts   we   saw   fair
numbers   of   Curlew-Sandpipers   {Calidris   testaceus)   in   breeding   plumage.

Breeding   between   Finland   and   Lake   Baikal   and   the   Caspian   Sea
at   the   mouth   of   the   Terek   River,   Terek   Sandpiper   is   recorded   as
wintering   in   coastal   and   tidal   areas   of   South   Asia,   and   so   it   is
interesting   to   have   found  it   in   the   centre   of   India.
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