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at   Navsari.   Our   sighting   of   the   House   Martin   must   be   the   second
record   for   its   occurrence   in   Gujarat.

Dil   Bahar,   R.   S.   DHARMAKUMARSINHJI
Bhavnagar,
April  12,  1967.

[This   is   a   rare  and  sporadic   winter   visitor   from  the  Himalayas,   chiefly
on   the   western   side   of   the   Peninsula.   In   addition   to   Gujarat,   as   above,
has   been   recorded   from   Maharashtra   (Prakasha   on   Tapti   R.,
W.   Khandesh;   Sinhgadh   near   Poona),   Madhya   Pradesh   (Sehore),   Mysore
(Haliyal   near   Londa  ;   Belgaum  ;   Shimoga),   Madras   (Coimbatore  ;
Nilgiris,   between   Ootacamund   and   Coonoor),   and   there   is   a   specimen
labelled   '   Travancore   '   in   the   British   Museum   collection.   Apparently
the   eastern-most   record   is   from   Bilaspur,   c.   22°N.5   82°E.  —  Eds.]

11.     WIRE   NESTS   OF   RED   VENTED   BULBUL   PYCNONOTUS
CAFER   (LINNAEUS)

On  14   October   1967,   I   came  across   three  nests   of   Redvented  Bulbul,
Pycnonotus   cafer   (Linnaeus)   with   10-15   day   old   fledglings,   in   the
Hadapsar   Industrial   Estate   at   Poona.   Two   of   these   nests   which   were
located  in  the  large  compound  of   a  factory  manufacturing  electric   motors
and   fans   etc.   were   partially   constructed   out   of   fine   copper   wire   (S.W.G.
34)  generally  used  for  winding  of  rotor  and  field  coil   of  stator  of  electric
motors.   Almost   50%   of   the   nest   lining   of   these   nests   was   done   with
this  wire,   which  had  apparently  been  picked  from  the  heaps  of   discarded
wire  pieces  in  the  compound.

So  far  only  House  Crows  (Hume  1889  :   9  ;   Baker  1932  :   16  ;   Dewar
1929   :   27-28   ;   Lamba   1963   :   125)   and   Doves   (Walsh   1924   :   1055-1056)
have   been   recorded   to   incorporate   metallic   wires   and   strips   in   the   nest
structure.   The   belief   (Lamba   1967   :   154)   that   these   unusual   materials
are  used  as  an  easily  available  substitute  for  the  normal  nesting  materials
and  comparative  scarcity  of  the  same  in  the  nesting  area  is  amply  streng-

thened by  this  find.

Western   Regional   Station,
1182/2,   F.C.   Road,
Poona-5,   B.   S.   LAMBA
October  17,  1967.
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12.     CETTIA   MONTANA   VERSUS   C.   FORTIPES
(AVES:   SYLVIINAE)

In   Vol.60   :   683,   Dec.   1963   of   this   Journal,   Biswas   advocates   changing
the   name   Cettia   fortipes   to   C.   montctna   on   grounds   of   priority.   Ripley,
in   his   supplement   immediately   following   (p.   687-689),   does   not   mention
the   point.   It   would   thus   appear   that   neither   of   these   authors,   nor   the
several   others  consulted  by  Biswas,   is   familiar   with  the  facts   in   this   case.

Earlier,   Delacour   had   also   used   montana   in   a   revision   of   Cettia   in
1943.   I,   and   doubtless   others,   called   his   attention   early   in   1946   to   the
fact   that   it   is   preoccupied   ;   he   published   a   correction   {Auk   64   :   129,
1947),   unfortunately   without   giving   a   bibliographic   citation   of   the   rather
obscure  first   publication  of  the  name.

The   fact   is   that   the   name  Sylvia   montana   Horsfield,   1821,   given   to   a
Cettia,   is   a   homonym   of   the   little-known   Sylvia   montana   Wilson,   1812
(American   Ornithology   5   :   113,   pi.   44,   fig.   2).   It   is   thus   still-born   and
can   never   be   revived,   even   though   Wilson's   bird   has   never   been   satis-

factorily identified.  It   has  been  considered  a  doubtful  synonym  of
Dendroica   virens   (Gmelin)   by   Ridgway   {United   States   National   Mus.
Bull.   50,   part   2   :   784,   1902),   or   a   '   lost   species  '   of   Wood   Warbler
(Parulidae).   In   view   of   Wilson's   care   and   accuracy,   and   of   the   strange
hybrids   and   freaks   in   this   family   of   birds   that   have   recently   been
captured,   it   is   not   unthinkable   that   Wilson   may   have   drawn   certain   of
his   plates   from  abnormal   specimens   or   hybrids.

Be   this   as   it   may,   the   name   Cettia   fortipes   (Hodgson),   1845,   should
stand,  and  the  changes  suggested  by  Biswas  (loc.  cit.)  should  not  be  made.

Another   of   Biswas'   points   (loc.   cit.,   lines   13-12   from   bottom)   is   not
invariably   correct.   The   type   locality   of   a   form   is   not   automatically   4   the
place   of   origin   of   the   first   specimen  (type)'.   If   an   author   has   specimens
from   various   places,   all   are   equivalent   cotypes   unless   his   description   or
comments   eliminate   some   from   consideration   as   cotypes,   or   unless   he
designates   one   or   more   types.    Biswas   is   correct,   however,   that   the
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