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INTRODUCTION

Although  the  Marine  Shells,  comprising  this  small  collection,  were
brought  to  England  as  long  ago  as  1957  and  1959,  it  is  only  recently  that
they  have  been  critically  examined  and  identified  by  Mrs.  Smythe.  They
we~e  collected,  chiefly  by  Mrs.  Paddy  Phillips,  in  Male  Atoll  (1956/57)
and  in  Addu  Atoll  (1958/59).  Owing  to  other,  more  pressing,  commit-
ments,  no  efforts  were  made  to  make  thoroughly  representative  collections
but,  even  so,  over  a  hundred  species  were  obtained  for  the  wealth  of
marine  shells  in  these  Islands  is  outstanding.

Most  of  the  shells  forming  the  collection  were  picked  up,  dead,  on  the
beaches  and  coral  reefs  but  some  living  shells  were  collected  on  the  reefs
at  low  tides  and  others  were  presented  to  us  by  the  local  Maldivians  who
are  very  shell-conscious.

Representative  examples  from  the  collection  have  been  donated  to
the  Natural  History  collections  at  the  Bognor  Regis  Museum,  in  West
Sussex,  while  others  have  been  retained  in  private  collections.  In  the
following  lists,  the  trivial  (English)  names  have  been  given,  where  known.

For  a  short  description  of  the  Maidive  Islands,  reference  may  be  made
to  Part  I.  ‘  Introduction  ’  of  this  series  of  papers  on  the  Fauna  of  the
Maidive  Islands,  published  in  this  Journal  (April  1958),  Vol.  55  (1)  :
1 - 10 .
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MARINE  SHELLS  FROM  THE  MALDIVE  ISLANDS
(MALE  ATOLL  &  ADDLJ  ATOLL)  INDIAN  OCEAN,

COLLECTED  BY  MAJOR  &  MRS.  W.  W.  A.  PHILLIPS

Family Cypraeidae (Cowrie Shells)
Cypraea tigris Linne.

*Some  Authorities  consider  that  the  mcneta  merge  ;  they  do  not
differentiate  the  sub-species.

Note  —  Cowries,  of  many  species,  would  appear  to  be  amongst  the
most  plentiful  shells  in  the  Maldives.  Cyprcea  tigris  ,  although  much
sought  after  by  the  Maldivians,  are  ccirmcnly  to  be  fcurd  in  the  pcols
on  the  coral  reefs  encircling  the  Islands,  in  both  Male  Atoll  and  Addu
Atoll.  Money  Cowries  were,  until  very  recently,  still  used  as  minor
currency  ;  they  are  abundant  everywhere.

Family Conidae (Cone Shells)
Conus  moieleti  Crosse  —
Conus  eburneus  Hwass  =
Conus  geographus  Linne.  *=*  Geography  Cone
Conus  tessulatus  Born  =  Tessellate  Cone
Conus  lividus  Hwass  =
Conus  ebraeus  Linne,  Hebrew  Cone
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Conus splendidulus Sowerby
Conus arenatus Hwass
Conus betulinus Linne.
Conus chaldeus Roding
Conus miles Linne.
Conus lithoglyphus Hwass
Conus emaciatus
Conus flavidus Lamarck
Conus omaria Hwass
Conus fulgetrum Sowerby
Conus nemocanus Hwass

Many  of  the  smaller  species  of  Cone  Shells  were  almost  as  plentiful
as  the  smaller  Cowries  on  the  reefs  and  beaches  in  Male  and  Addu  Atolls.
Very  many  of  them  were,  however,  much  beach-worn.  The  larger
species  were  not  so  plentiful.  The  venomous  species  Conus  geographus
appears  to  be  rare.

Family  Tonnidae  (Tun-Shells)

Tonna  galea  Linne.  =
Tonna  perdix  Linne.  =  Partridge  Tun-Shell

Family  Harpidae  (Harp-Shells)

Harpa  major  Roding  =
Harpa  amouretta  Roding  =

Family  Fasciolariidae  (Knobbed  Chanks  or  Tulip  Shells)

Cantharus  undosus  Linne.  =
Paralgena  smaragdula  Linne.  =
Latirus  polygonus  Gmelin  =
Pleuroploca  filamentosa  Roding  ==

Family  Mitridae  (Mitre-Shells)

Mitra  mitra  Linne.  =  Episcopal  Mitre
Mitra  digitalis  Dillwyn  =
Mitra  sp  .-{-Mitra  sp.  =

=  Soldier  Cone

=  Yellow  Cone

Mitra  mitra  was  moderately  plentiful  on  the  coral  reefs  of  Addu  Atoll.

Family  Strombjdae  (Wing-Shells,  Strombs  or  Spider  Conch)

Lambis lambis Linne.

Lambis bryonia Gmelin
Lambis chiragra Linne.
S trombus gibberulus Linne.
S trombus mutabilis Swainson

=  Five-fingered  Chank,  Scorpion
Shell or Common Spider Conch

=  Giant  Five-fingered  Chank
=  Chiragra  Spider  Conch
=  Humped  Conch
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Whereas  Lambis  lambis  was  plentiful  on  the  reefs  around  both  Male
and  Addu  Atolls  only  one  specimen  of  Lambis  bryonia  was  obtained  in
Male.

Family Turbxnidae (Turban Shells)

Turbo  petholatus  Linne.  ==  Painted  Turban
Turbo  intercostalis  Menke  —  Ribbed  Turban

Family  Terebridae (Auger Shells)

Terebra crenulata Linne.
Terebra dimidiata Linne.
Terebra subulata Linne.
Terebra maculata Linne.

=  Crenulate  Auger
=  Dimidiate  Auger
=  Subulate  Auger
=  Marlinspike  Shell

Family  Olividae  (Olive  Shells)

Oliva  minacea  Roding  =

Family  Thaisidae  (Rock  Shells)

Drupa  ricina  Linne.  =  Prickly  Drupe
Drupa  spathulifera  Blainville  =
Morula  granulata  Duclos  =
Nassa  sertum  Bruguiere  =  Sertum  Rock  Shell

Family  Haliotiidae  (Abalone  Shells)

Haliotis  ovina  Gmelin  =

Family Bursxdae (Frog Shells)

Bursa  livida  —
Bursa  rosa  Perry  =

Family  Cymatudae  (Tritons  or  Triton  Trumpet  Shells)

Charonia  tritonis  Linne.  =  Charon’s  Trumpet  or  Pacific
Triton

Cymatium  lotorium  Linne.  =  Lotorium  Hairy  Triton
Cymatium  gemmatum  Reeve  =  The  Beaded  Triton
Distorsio  anus  Linne.  ==
Lampusia nicobarica Roding

Distorsio  anus  was  plentiful  around  Dunidu  Islet,  close  to  Male,  the
Capital,  in  North  Male  Atoll,  but  was  not  seen  elsewhere.  A  single
large  Charonia  tritonis  ,  about  8  inches  in  length,  was  presented  to  us  in
Gan.  Addu  Atoll.  It  appears  to  be  scarce  in  the  Maldives,



294  JOURNAL,  BOMBAY  NATURAL  HIST.  SOCIETY,  Vol.  69  (2)

Bulla ampulla Linne.

Family  Bullidae  (Bubble  Shells)

=  The  Bubble  Shell

Family  Pyramidellidae

Pyramidella  acus  Gmelin  —

Family  Nassarjdae  (Dog  Whelks)

Nassarius  sp.  (possibly  crenulatus  )  —

Family  Neritidae  (Nerite  Snails)

Nerita  polita  Linne.  =  Polita  Nerite
Nerita  albicilla  Linne.  —
Nerita  textilis  Gmelin  =

Family  Cerithiidae  (Horn  Shells)

Cerithium  nodulosum  Bruguiere  =
Cerithium  echinatum  Lamarck  =  Prickly  Horn-Shell

Family  Muricidae  (Rock  Shells)

Pterynotus  triquetor  Born  »

Family  Vasidae (Vase Shells)

Vasum  ceramicum  Linne.  —  Ceram  Vase
Vasum turbinellus var . cornigerum Lamarck == Dog Chank or Pacific Top Vase

Family  Cassidae  (Helmet  Shells)

Cypraecassis  rufa  Linne.  =  Bull-mouth  Helmet  or  Red  Helmet
Cassis  cornuta  Linne.  =  Great  Horned  Helmet  Shell
Phallium  torquata  Reeve  =
Phallium  vibex  Reeve  =

Cypraecassis  rufa  shells  were  found  on  the  reefs  around  both  Male
Atoll  and  Addu  Atoll  but  they  were  not  common.  The  huge  Cassis
cornuta  shells  were  obtained  only  in  Male  ;  they  were  reported  to  have
been  brought  in  from  the  waters  around  a  small  island  in  South  Male
Atoll,  some  20  miles  south  of  Male.  It  was  reported  that  they  were
known  only  from  this  one  island.

Family  Buccinidae  (Whelks)

Colubraria maculosa Gmelin
Engina mendicara Linne.

False Triton Shell

Family  Naticidae  (Moon  Shells)

Polinices mamilla Linne.
Natica sp.

The Moon Shell
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Family  Trochidae  (Top  Shells)

Trochus  maculatus  Linne.  =  Maculated  Top  Shell
Trochus  acutangulus  =

Small  Trochus  shells  were  plentiful  on  the  beaches  of  both  Male  and
Addu  Atolls  ;  many  worn  examples  were  found  on  the  coral-sand  beaches.

Family  Tridacnidae  (Clam  Shells)

Tridacna  gigas  Linne.  =  Giant  Clam
Tridacna  squamosa  Lamarck  =  Fluted  Giant  Clam

Clams,  generally  small,  were  plentiful  on  all  the  reefs  ;  the  larger
ones  were  in  the  deeper  water.

Family Pteriidae (Wing Shells  and Pearl  Oysters)

Pinctada  margaritifera  Linne.  =  Black-Lipped  Pearl  Oyster

Pearl  Oysters  appeared  to  be  very  uncommon  in  the  atolls  ;  only  a
few  of  the  Black-lipped  forms  were  seen.

Pteria  penguin  Roding  —  Wing-Shell  or  Wing-Oyster

A  single,  highly-polished  shell  of  this  species  was  presented  to  us  in
Addu  Atoll.  It  was  stated  to  be  very  rare  but  found  occasionally,  in
rather  deep  water  in  the  central  lagoon,  growing  upon  sunken  tree-
trunks.  It  is  highly  prized  by  the  Maldivians.

Family  Lucinidae  (Lucines)

Codakia  punctata  Linne.  =  Punctate  Lucine
Codakia  tigrina  Linne.  =  Pacific  Tiger  Lucine

Family  Garidae  (Sanguin  Clams)

Asaphis  deflorata  Linne  =  Gaudy  Asaphis

Family  Pinnidae  (Pen  Shells)

Pinna  sp.  =

A  single  Pinna  ,  about  6  inches  in  length,  was  found  standing  verti-
cally  in  the  wet  coral-sand,  at  low  tide  on  a  wide  coral  reef  in  Addu  Atoll.
It  was  alive  and  was  buried  for  most  of  its  length,  only  about  an  inch  of
the  shell  being  exposed  above  the  sand.

Family  Glycymeridae

Glycymeris sp.
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Very  little  effort  was  made  to  collect  Bivalve  shells—hence  the  small
number  represented  in  this  collection.  Bivalves  were,  however,  common
on  the  beaches.

Notes  and  References

(K.R.S.)

The  identification  of  the  Shells  in  this  collection  is  largely  based  upon
those  in  my  own  collection.  The  books  that  I  have  used  through  the
years  are  listed  below.  From  my  own  experience  of  collecting  marine
shells  on  the  shores  and  the  reefs  of  Tanzania  and  the  off-shore  islands,
I  feel  sure  that  there  must  be  many  more  species  and  varieties  tc  be  found
by  anyone  who  has  the  time  to  devote  to  a  concentrated  search  of  the
area.  Experience  of  collecting  has  shown  that  it  is  amazing  how  even
showy  and  conspicuous  molluscs  can  blend  into  their  background,
burrow  or  otherwise  conceal  their  presence.
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