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Baker   1934   (nidification   vol.   3)   does   not
mention   Oriole   as   a   foster   parent   of   either   of
these   cuckoos.    Salim   Ali   and   Ripley   1969
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(handbook   3)   mention   the   Blackheaded   oriole
Oriolus   xanthomus   ceylonensis   as   one   of   the
host   parents   of   Indian   Cuckoo.
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12.     LARGE   RACKET-TAILED   DRONGO   AND   COMMON   BABBLER

On   8th   December,   1979,   a   Large   Racket-
tailed   Drongo   {Dicrurus   paradiseus)   was   seen
in   company   of   the   Common   Babbler   (Turdoi-
des   caudatus)   in   a   grove   of   Casuarina   (Casu-
arina   equisetifolia)   and   Shisham   (Dalbergia
sissoo)   in   Aligarh   in   Uttar   Pradesh.   The   Dron-

go was  actively  catching  flying  insects  but  the
Babbler   was   not   observed   to   catch   any   insect.

I   had   not   seen   the   drongo   earlier,   during
five   years   of   bird   study.   According   to   Whistler
(1935)   this   species   inhabits   "the   densest   and
dampest   of   the  Indian  forest,   though  it   is   also
found   in   any   well-wooded   country   and   even
comes   into   gardens".   Ali   (1977)   says   that   it
has  a  patchy  distribution,  more  or  less  through-

out India  south  of  the  Himalayas.
The   Drongo   which   was   seen   in   Aligarh   was

certainly   a   vagrant   because   it   disappeared   as
quickly   as   it   appeared.   Two   days   of   intensive
search   in   and   around   the   campus,   especially
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in   the   thickly-wooded   Scindia   Fort   near   the
University,   did   not   reveal   any   other   specimen
of   this   species.   According   to   Ali   (1977)   the
large   Racket-tailed   Drongo   is   commonly   seen
in  hunting  parties   associated  with  Tree  Pie   and
Jungle   Babbler.   However,   it   is   difficult   to
explain   the   association   of   the   Babbler   with
such   a   transient   as   this   Racket-tailed   Drongo.
It   is   unlikely   that   the   babbler   migrated   with
the   drongo   because   the   Common   Babbler   is
a   resident   species   and   moreover,   it   is   mostly
found   in   semi-arid   and   dry   country   unlike
the   Racket-tailed   Drongo   which   prefers   damp
forests.   The   babbler   in   this   case   was   alone
with   the   drongo   though   normally   it   lives   in
flocks   of   a   half   dozen   or   more.   It   is   remark-

able that  the  Common  Babbler  made  a  deep
though   short-lived   friendship   with   a   vagrant
which   it   (the   babbler)   must   have   met   for
the  first  time  in  life.
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MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

13.     ON   THE   VALIDITY   OF   IRENA   PUELLA   SIKKIMENSIS
WHISTLER   &   KINNEAR   AND   /.

In   1933   (JBNHS   36   p.   582)   Whistler   and
Kinnear   when   working   on   the   birds   collected
in   the   Eastern   Ghats   separated   the   Fairy   Blue
Bird   (Irena   puella)   from   northern   India   and
Burma   as   sikkimensis   (type   locality   Sukna,
Darjeeling)   holding   that   they   were   larger
than   nominate   puella   (Latham,   type   locality
Travancore).   Twelve   adult   males   from   Sik-
kim   and   the   Duars   were   measured   to   have
wings  133.5  to  141  mm.  against  a  similar  num-

ber from  the  southwest  measuring  123-131
mm.

In   a   footnote   to   /.   p.   puella   in   Peters'
CHECKLIST  OF  THE  BIRDS  OF  THE  WORLD  (1960
IX   p.   307)   it   was   held   that   as   3   birds   from
further   east   (?)   measured   124-140,   the   small
difference   did   not   warrant   subspecific   recogni-

tion. Later  one  of  us  (H.A.)  described  another
race,   andamanica,   from   the   Andaman   Islands
(type   locality   Long   Island,   Middle   Andaman),
similar   to   puella   in   size   of   wing,   but   with   bill

P.   ANDAMANICA   ABDULALI

(50   specimens,   30   d   d,   20   9   $   )   has   brought
some  interesting   points   to   light   which   may   be
worth   recording:

1)   The   six   adult   females   of   nominate
puella   from   southwest   India   can   be   separated
from   immature   birds   by   their   black,   contra
horny  bills,   and  show  a  brightness  in  the  blue
on   the   upper   and   lower   plumage,   most   pro-

minent in  the  tail  coverts,  which  is  lacking  in
northern   females   from   Darjeeling   and   Burma
(sikkimensis),   as   also   in   those   from   the   Anda-
mans   (andamanica).   The   absence   of   this
character   distinctly   separates   sikkimensis   and
andamanica   from   nominate   puella.

2)   The   wing   measurements   of   andamanica
and   sikkimensis   overlap,   but   the   table   here-

under will  show  that  andamanica  have  larger
bills   and  tails.   The   latter   also   have   wider   bills,
which  character  is  more  visible  to  the  eye  than
indicated   by   the   measurements.

andamanica sikkimensis

Adult  $  $  (3)
Adult  9  9  (2)
Imm.  $  $  (2)
Imm.  $  $  (1)

24.5,  26.5,  26
24.2,  27.4
24.2,  25
25.5

Adult  $  $  (3)    8.8,  8.9,  10
Adult  9  9  (5)  9-10.2  av.  9.6

Bill  from  feathers
(9)
(3)
(5)
(1)

Width  of  bill  at  nostril
(9)
(4)

Tail
Adult  $  $  (3)
Adult  9  9  (2)
Imm.  $  $  (2)
Imm.  9  9  (1)

104,  105.  107
102,  105
100,  107
99

(9)
(5)
(5)
(1)

22-25.7  av.  24.4
23,  23.7,  24.3
21.3-23.7  av.  22.5
23.2

8-9.5  av.  8.7
8.5,  8.6,  9.2,  9.2

90-101  av.  97.7
90-  103  av.  97.2
91-  98  av.  96.2
93

and   tail   larger   than   in   both   puella   and   sikki-
mensis.

In   Salim   Ali   &   Ripley's   Indian   handbook
(1971,   6   p.   65)   both   races   have   been   synony-
mised  with   puella,   but   a   re-examination  in   the
course   of   cataloguing   the   Bombay   collection

In   addition   to   this   the   tail  /wing   ratio   of
andamanica   is   always   80   or   over,   while   that
of   sikkimensis   78   or   less.

These   differences   are,   we   think,   sufficiently
consistent   to   establish   the   validity   of   both
sikkimensis   and   andamanica.
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