
MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

Table  1

Social  changes  in  langur,  P.  entellus  at  Jodhpur  (1975  to  1977)

Leader  male  in
S.No.   Group

1975          1976   1977
(Aug.-Dec.)   (Feb.-July)

Remarks

see  Text).

During   last   week   of   February   there   was   only
CI  male  and  the  other  new  male  was  supposed
to   have   left   the   group.

(c)   During   March   and   last   week   of
April,   both   the   groups   foraged   together   under
leadership   of   CI   male   but   roosted   differently
at   their   original   roosting   sites.   The   male   CI,
roosted   with   SC   group   and   SH   group   roosted
without  adult  male.

Two   adult   females   and   one   juvenile
male   disappeared   from   the   SH   group.   Of

these  one  adult  female  and  juvenile  male  were
observed   in   a   neighbouring   unimale   bisexual

group.

(d)   During   last   week   of   April,   both   the
groups   not   only   foraged   but   also   roosted
together,   under   the   leadership   of   male   CI.
Thus,  the  process  of  fusion  of  two  neighbouring
bisexual   groups   was   completed   (Table   2).
The   fused   group   was   headed   by   male   CI   for
about   two   months   (May   and   June   1977).
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Table  2

P.  entellus,  composition  of  sc  and  sh  groups  during  1975  and  1977

(e)   In   last   week   of   June,   the   male   Cl
was  replaced  by  a  new  male  C2  from  a  neigh-

bouring all-male  group.  There  might  have
some   fight   between   male   Cl   and   C2,   as   the
latter   had   a   fresh   injury   at   his   right   eye.   A
band   of   5   adult   males   were   also   observed
around   the   group   after   the   take-over.

Both   the   groups   were   still   mixed   and
roosted   together   with   the   new   male.   Thus
the   fusion   of   two  groups,   and  then  change  in
leadership   occurred.

(/v)   Formation   of   unimale   bisexual   from
multimale   bisexual   type   :   Group   Vidyasal-A,
whose   size   was   about   45   and   comprised   of   a
number   of   adult   females,   juveniles,   infants,   3
adult   and   2   sub-adult   males   during   October
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1975.   There   was   linear   dominance   hierarchy
among   the   males.   In   February   1977,   the
group   remained   unimale   bisexual   type   with
only  22  individuals  (Adult  male  1,  adult  females
15  and  young  ones  6).

(v)   Change   of   groups   :   Mostly   males   in
juvenile   stage   change   or   leave   their   original
group   due   to   high   pressure   or   hostility   of
leader   male.   Occasionally   adult   females   also
leave   their   group,   mainly   when   they   are   not
sexually   satisfied   by   their   own   leader.   Two
adult   females   in   two   different   groups   were
noted  to  change  their  group  in  a  neighbouring
bisexual   group.   Juvenile   males   mostly   join
all-male   bands   or   occasionally   also   a   neigh-

bouring bisexual  group.

S.   C.   MAKWANA

RANJAN   ADVANI
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MISCELLANEOUS   NOTES

SOME   NOTES   ON   THE   LONGEVITY   OF   TWO   SPECIES   OF   INDIAN
WILD   CATS   IN   CAPTIVITY

The  present   communication  deals   with   some
notes  on  the  longevity  of  two  species  of  Indian
Wild   Cats   observed   at   the   Nandankanan
Biological   Park,   Orissa.

Golden   Cat  :   (Felis   temmincki)   :   One   full
grown  male  of  this  species  received  in  the  Park
on   21-7-1966   died   on   18-7-1979,   after   remai-

ning for  12  years,  11  months  and  27  days  in
captivity.   The   estimated   age   at   the   time   of
death   was   about   15   years.   It   was   living   with
one  or  two  female  specimens  of  the  same  species.
It  was  housed  in  an  enclosure  having  cemented
floor   space   of   approximately   16.5   sq.   metres,
height   2.80   metres.   There   was   a   two   cham-

bered cave  like  retiring  den  within  the  enclosure
where   the   golden  cats   use   to   stay   throughout
the  day.  It  was  fed  with  750  gm  of  goat  meat
and  250  gm  of  beef  with  bones  six  days  in  a
week   and   only   375   gm   of   goat   meat   once   a
week.   One   live   chicken   was   given   once   a
month  in  place  of   its   usual   diet   of   goat  meat
and  beef.

According   to   Crandall   (1965)   this   species   of
cat  has  not  done  well  at  the  New  York  Zoological
Park   and   none   survived   for   more   than
2   years   and   a   golden   cat   lived   for   17   years,
8   months   and   25   days   at   St.   Louis   Zoological
Park.   The   longevity   of   this   cat   in   the   Zoolo-

gical Gardens  of  London  is  given  as  10  years,
9   months  and  3   days   (Flower   1931).

Clouded  Leopard  :   (Neofelis   nebulosa)   :   One
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full   grown   adult   female   clouded   leopard
received   in   the   Park   on   29-4-1966   died   on
9-2-1980,  after  13  years,  9  months  and  12  days
in   captivity.   The   estimated   age   at   the   time
of  death  was  about  15  years.  It  was  kept  along
with   either   one   male   and   /   or   one   female
specimen   of   the   same   species.   They   were
housed   in   a   semi   out-door   enclosure   having
an   area   of   approximately   48   sq.   metres,
height   2.80   metres.   There   were   two   spacious
retiring   cells   within   the   enclosure.   The   animal
maintained  very  good  health  on  a  diet  of  1  kg
goat   meat   and   100   gm   beef   with   bones   daily
for  six  days  in  a  week  and  only  500  gm  goat
meat  once  a  week.  One  live  chicken  was  given
once  a  month  instead  of  its  usual  diet  of  goat
meat  and  beef.

At   the   New   York   Zoological   Park   none   of
the   clouded   leopards   survived   for   long,   the
best   record   of   longevity   being   4   years   and   8
months.   A   clouded   leopard   lived   for   10   years,
8   months   and   3   days   in   the   San   Diego   Zoo-

logical Garden  (Crandall,  loc.  cit).  The  longe-
vity of  this  species  in  the  National  Zoological

Park   is   given   as   15   years,   10   months   and
19   days   whereas   the   longevity   of   this   species
in   the   Philadelphia   Zoological   Garden   is   given
as   16   years,   11   months   and   1   day   (Jones
1958).

We   would   be   interested   in   the   longevity
records   of   these   two   species   of   wild   cats   in
other   Indian   Zoological   Parks.

L.   N.   ACHARJYO

CH.   G.   MISHRA
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