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SUMMARY.  —  We  report  the  first  record  of  Leach's  Storm  Petrel  Oceanodroma
leucorhoa  for  Colombia.  The  bird  is  a  specimen,  held  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,
Washington  DC,  collected  160  miles  from  the  country's  west  coast  in  either  late
April  or  early  May  1941.  Analysis  of  the  specimen  suggests  that  it  can  be  assigned
to O. /. chaipmani.

Leach's  Storm  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  is  a  widespread  and  relatively  well-known
pelagic  species,  found  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  with  breeding  populations  on  islands  west  of
Mexico  and  Baja  California.  In  the  Pacific  region,  its  taxonomy,  whilst  controversial,  has
been  subject  to  considerable  study  (Ainley  1980,  1983,  Bourne  &  Jehl  1982,  Power  &  Ainley
1986,  Penhallurick  &  Wink  2004).

Leach's  Storm  Petrel  disperses  south  to  equatorial  regions  after  breeding  and  at  this
time  individuals  often  undergo  moult  (Crossin  1974,  Spear  &  Ainley  2007).  There  are  a
handful  of  records  of  O.  leucorhoa  from  Costa  Rica  (Slud  1979)  and  the  Galapagos  (Harris
1973).  Harrison  (1983)  stated  that  the  limits  of  southwards  dispersal  [are]  not  kno^vn  but
probably  S  to  Peru'  but  did  not  show  the  species  occurring  in  South  American  waters  in  his
distribution  map.  Pitman  (1986)  and  Prize  et  al/s  (2006)  distribution  maps  show  the  species
to  occur  broadly  across  Colombian  Pacific  waters.  Spear  &  Ainley  (2007)  list  the  distribution
of  dark-rumped  O.  leucorhoa  as  far  south  as  10°S  and  Hilty  &  Brown  (1986)  considered  that
it  'should  be  found'  in  the  Colombian  Pacific.  However,  there  are  no  previous  published
Colombian  records  (Salaman  et  al.  2008).  The  larger  Markham's  Storm  Petrel-  O.  markhami
and  Black  Storm  Petrel  O.  melania  have  similar  plumage  to  the  dark-rumped  races  of  O.  leii-
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Figure 1. Skeletons of Colombian Leach's Storm Petrel Occauodwfiui Icucorlioa cluipiiuini (USNM 346545, left)
and larger Markham's Storm Petrel O. markhami (USNM 554848, right) (James Dean)
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corhoa,  posing  a  field  identification  challenge  and  meaning  that  O.  leiicorhoa  may  have  been
overlooked  in  the  Colombian  Pacific.

Project  BioMap  (http://www.biomap.net)  compiled  and  verified  230,000  records  of
Colombian  bird  specimens  from  87  collections  across  the  world.  Details  of  a  trunk  skeleton
and  study  skin  prepared  from  the  same  specimen  labelled  Swinhoe's  Storm  Petrel  O.
monorhis  socorroensis  and  housed  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  (USNM  368053  study  skin  /
346545  partial  skeleton)  were  copied  into  the  BioMap  database  from  the  USNM  database,
but  logged  onto  the  database  as  O.  leiicorhoa  socorroensis.  Subsequent  examination  of  the
study  skin  and  consultation  with  S.  N.  G.  Howell  lead  us  to  consider  the  specimen  to  be  of
O.l.  chapmani  and  not  socorroensis  as  originally  labelled.

The  specimen  is  a  male,  collected  '160  miles  off  the  west  coast  of  Colombia'  (04°40'N,
80°08'W)  by  Carl  Ecklund  (field  no.  85).  The  USNM  catalogue  shows  the  specimen  to  have
been  collected  late  April  or  early  May  1941.  The  words  'U.S.  Antarctic  Service'  appear  on
the  label.  No  further  details  are  available  and  no  field  notes  were  deposited  at  USNM.
Friedman  (1945)  published  details  of  birds  recorded  during  this  expedition  including  spec-
imens  collected  by  Ecklund  but  did  not  mention  the  Colombian  Oceanodroma.  Ecklund
published  several  leading  papers  on  the  ecology  of  southern  seabirds  (e.g.  Ecklund  &
Charlton  1959,  Ecklund  1961)  giving  us  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  record  is  genuine.

The  USNM  Oceanodroma  skin  is  somewhat  bedraggled  and  the  tail  is  in  heavy  moult.
Measurements  are  as  follows:  wing  chord:  150  mm,  tail  length  (to  tip  of  longest  feather):  76
mm;  tarsus  length:  22.9  mm;  culmen:  15.8  mm;  bill  depth  at  base  5.2  mm;  bill  depth  at  gonys
4.5  mm.  These  measurements  all  fall  within  the  range  for  0.  I.  chapmani  (Ainley  1980).  The
culmen  length  is  larger  than  that  known  for  any  0.  /.  socorroensis  (Ainley  1980)  and  other
measurements  are  close  to  the  maximum  recorded  for  that  subspecies,  strongly  suggesting
that  0.  1,  chapmani  is  the  subspecies  involved.

The  Colombian  specimen  can  be  separated  from  the  possible  confusion  species  O.
monorhis  by  the  absence  of  pale  markings  on  the  primary  shafts  and  due  to  the  latter's  deep-
er  and  shorter  bill  (bill  depth  at  base  6.5-7.0  mm,  depth  at  gonys  5  mm  for  O.  monorhis
measured  at  USNM:  see  Fig.  2).  Compared  to  the  other  possible  confusion  species,  O.
markhami  and  O.  melania,  the  Colombian  specimen  is  smaller,  has  a  less  deeply  forked  tail
(although  tail  moult  in  the  Colombian  specimen  means  this  is  not  definitive)  and  differs  in
the  shade  of  grey  in  its  plumage  (Fig.  3).  Compared  to  O.  melania,  the  Colombian  specimen
also  has  a  shorter  tarsus.

The  USNM  specimen  represents  the  only  record  of  which  we  are  aware  of  Leach's
Storm  Petrel  for  Colombia.  It  is  surprising  that  the  specimen  has  previously  been  over-
looked  (or  no  attention  has  been  drawn  to  it)  in  the  considerable  literature  relating  to  the
species.  The  collection  locality,  160  miles  west  of  Colombia,  falls  within  the  200  nautical
miles  standard  limit  set  by  checklist  authorities  dealing  with  the  region  (Remsen  et  al.  2009)
meaning  that  the  species  can  be  added  to  the  Colombian  list.
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Figure 2. Leach's Storm Petrel Oceanodroma leiicorhoa
chapmani (USNM 368053; top) with two Swinhoe's
Storm Petrels O. mouorhis (USNM 552200; middle,
and  USNM  552201;  bottom),  both  from  ex-USSR
localities in the western Pacific, showing differences
in bill depth and length (James Dean)
Figure 3. Two Black Storm Petrels Oceanodroma melania
from Isla San Benito, Baja CaHfomia, Mexico (top:
USNM 153958 and USNM 543591); with Colombian
Leach's Storm Petrel O. leiicorhoa chapmani specimen
(centre: USNM 368053); and two Markham's Storm
Petrels O. markhami (bottom: USNM 364914 from Pern,
200 miles west of Callao; USNM 277919 Peru, at sea off
Lagarto Head) (James Dean)
Figure 4. Two Leach's Storm Petrels Oceanodroma
leiicorhoa chapmani (top: USNM543524 and USNM
543522; both Isla San Benito, Baja California); the
Colombian O. /. chapmani specimen (centre: USNM
368053);  and  the  paler-bellied  O.  /.  socorrocnsis
(bottom: USNM 543675 and USNM 543644; both Isla
Guadelupe, Baja California, Mexico) (James Dean)
Figure 5. Dorsal view of Colombian Oceanodroma
leiicorhoa chapmani specimen (USNM 368053) (James
Dean)
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