
A telephone call I received from Mr. Arturo Martinez late
in 2009 began a long, genuine, heartfelt relationship. This
gentle man arrived in the United States from Cuba in 1965
when he was in his early twenties. He married his childhood
sweetheart one year later and bought the Spanish-style
house in Hollywood where he still lives. He quickly planted

many other plants. The backyard, mostly concrete between
the house and detached garage, was soon adorned with
a pond in which he cared for up to 300 colorful koi. But,
despite his best efforts, the environment he created was not
fulfilling — something was still missing.

While driving through his neighborhood to work
sometime in 1983, he noticed some plumeria stems

discarded in a trash can. Ah, that was it— the thing missing
from his home oasis! Many sweet memories of his youth in
Cuba suddenly came flooding back to him. Those frangipani
stems reminded him of his childhood and especially his
relatives (aunts, uncles and grandparents) who were very
fond of this plant.

Those memories ignited a passionate, long love affair
with plumeria and the rest is history— collecting, growing
and even hybridizing them. Arturo s education as a chemist
gave him the knowledge to refine the ratios of nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium into a special fertilizer for his
beloved plumeria. His compact concrete backyard was soon
filled with more than 300 plants growing in pots of many
sizes but ultimately in large, blue plastic pots. At times there
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