
badeiyng  oi  clucks,  o  covert  of  coots,  and  so  on  ar
Into  ihe  night,)

PUBUC  SERVICES  DIVISION

We  wish  to  welcome  three  new  tour  guides  in  the  as-
needed  category  o  They  are  Dennis  Sheridan,  a  zo-
ology  major  at  Cai  Poly,  Pomona;  Dan  Dancer,  a
psychology  major  at  UCLA;  and  David  Foster,  a  wild-
life  biology  major  at  PCC  who  also  works  as  a  guide
at  Eaton  Canyon  and  Whittier  Narrows  Nature  Centers
These  men  will  work  both  weekdays  and  weekends  at
our  facilities,  serving  as  school  field  trip  leaders  as
well  as  in  the  usual  tour  guide  capacities.
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introduced  57  plants  ,  We  presently  have  contrac
with  nurseries  that  will  bring  this  numoer  up  to  u
and  32  other  plants  are  being  investigated  and  co-^
sidered  for  possible  introduction.  The  value  o^'  it-
program  is  exemplified  by  our  l?5o  introduction,
Osteospermum  ffuticQSum  This  plant  has  become
one  of  the  most  useful  ground  covers  in  Southern
California  for  both  home  and  public  plantings.
In  fact,  we  are  told  ^hat  it  can  fofely  be  purchas
In  a  nursery  now  because  the  total  output  of  the
industry  Is  being  taken  by  the  State  Division  of
Highways  and  other  organizations  that  make  mass
plantings  We  appreciate  ihe  key  roie  that  the
gardening  staff  plays  in  this  program

Attendonce  is  up  at  each  of  our  facilities  Figures
from  Janu<iry  1  through  April  30  show  South  Coast  up
27.0%;  the  Arboretum  up  18.3%;  and  Descanso  up
5.9%  .  The  great  increase  at  South/Coast  may  be
explained  by  the  garden's  now  being  open  on  a  Full
weekly  schedule,  the  advent  of  tram  tours,  and  the
increcse  in  tour  guide  services  The  Increase  at  the
Arboretum  is  primarily  due  to  the  increased  number  of
attractions  -  aquatic  garden,  expanded  Demonstration
Home<jardens,  lecture  se*ies,  pond  ecology  and  other
walks,  tlie  Baldwin  Bonanza  -  plus  extended  open  hours
at  the  Santa  Anita  Depot,  and  a  greater  use  of  the
facility  by  garden  groups  =  The  more  modest  increase
at  Descanso  represents  a  normal  growth  rate  As  they
say  in  the  political  arena,  we  are  not  in  a  numbers  race,
but  the  figures  are  evidence  that  the  Department  Is
responding  to  public  interest  and  need,

ARBORETUM  DIVISION

That  large  plot  you  may  have  noticed  adjacenl  to  ihe
tram  parking  area  is  being  devoted  to  vegetables  Our
objective  is  to  test  different  varieties  of  some  of  the
more  popular  vegetables  to  see  which  ones  might  do
best  in  this  area

We  now  have  an  automatic  sprinkler  i
Aquatic  Garden  There  are  a  few
out,  but  for  the  most  part  it  is  redu  :<
watering  for  the  gardeners  in  the  cno
us  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  v/
pofxjior  area  at  night  so  that  visitors
use  of  this  garden  feature.

One  of  the  prime  objectives  of  the  Arboretum  is  the
trial  and  Introduction  of  new  plants  to  Southern

SOUTH  COAST  DIVISION

Twenty  -four  extra-large  water  lilies,  represen?in
twelve  different  varieties,  were  donated  to  us  b"/
Milier  Water  Gardens  in  San  Gabriel  Thank  yo
Hal  Miller,  for  a  beautiful  contribution  to  our  Ic

A  special  exhibit  of  cocti  and  socculen  s
display  in  the  saran  display  area  Is  the  v...
Darryl  Combs  (G^AM)  and  friends

A  recent  Peninsula  supplement  to  rhe  Sou'..
Daily  i«ceze  featured  South  Coast  with  coio«
photag'cpi-s  of  the  stream  area-
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Wester  and  California  guih,  Vaux  sw'''
pair  of  wild  mallards  were  tt-.o  mnj
the mar>y oL served on fhe Ma
Coast is also temporary ''-^one
warbiers  orange  -crowned  ,  N.j
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