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RESEARCH  DIVISION

On  May  26,  1972,  a  surprise  visitor  came  to  the
research  laboratory  center.  She  was  Ms.  Anas
plotyrhynchos  .  She  flew  down  and  landed  at  the
center  of  our  water  lily  pooL  She  was  very  happy
and  excited,  as  observed  by  some  of  us,  diving  and
bathing  with  many  movements.  But  it  was  a  very  shor
visit,  for  she  flew  away  gracefully.  We  hope  she  wi

During  the  past  15  years,  research  workers  at  the
Arboretum  have  established  numerous  field  plantings
of  Cistus  (rockrose)  in  the  foothills  of  the  San  Ga-
briel  and  Santa  Monica  Mountains,  The  purpose  of
these  plots  was  to  study  the  ability  of  Cistus  spepies
introduced  hom  the  Mediterranean  area  to  grow  In
the  wildlands  or  Southern  California  and  ultimately
to  test  the  "  Fire  retardance"  of  the  plants  under
actual  yield  conditions  «  Several  of  the  plots  have
been  selected  for  Further  investigation  to  answer  the
question  of  whether  or  not  Cistus  is  becoming  per-
manently  established  (naturalized)  In  our  chaparral-
covered  foothills.  Field  work  currently  underway
includes  counting  and  mapping  the  distribution  pf
Cistus  seedlings  when  they  occur  on  both  unburned
and  burned  sites  »  involved  in  this  phase  of  the  pro-
ject  are  Ken  Montgomery,  Marcella  Juhren  and  Bob
Gonderman  of  the  Research  Division  and  Tom  Strld
from  Co!  Poly,  Pomona,  who  Is  doing  his  Senior
Project  research  on  this  problem  =  The  data  coUected
so  far  indi-cate  that  Cistus  can  and,  in  fact,  Is
naturalizing  on  certain  wildland  sites  under  favorable
conditions.  These  favorable  conditions  include  mors*
ture  at  the  right  seasons,  vegetative  competition,
soil  factors,  and  animal  disturbance  ^  However,  in
other  areas  where  conditions  are  apparently  not
favorable,  the  plantings  are  gradually  diminishing
in  size  as  the  old  bushes  die  and  are  not  being  replaced
by seedlings ,

DESCANSO  DIVISION

In  spite  of  the  hot  dry  days,  Descanso  Gardens  still
has  fair  color  In  the  rose  garden,  and  among  the  bed-
ding  plants  such  as  the  delphiniums,  geum  ,  and  the
snapdragons ,

There  is  quite  a  bit  of  talk  about  the  greenness  of  r
trees  and  shrubs  at  the  gardens,  and  some  of  the

personnel  think  it  is  due  largely  to  the  drought  that  .
have  had  all  winter  and  spring  ,  Because  it-wm  dry
for  so  long  a  period  we  began  watering  much  earlier
Normally,  we  would  not  have,  therefore  the  planis
have  been  receiving  water  over  a  much  longer  perk
than  before.  Result,  lush  green  leaves  »

PEOPLE

Mark  Anthony  visited  the  gardens  last  Friday,  so  he
coming  along.  Pete  Zabfiskl  visited  us  last  Tuesda,
He  is  still  on  a  walking  chair  support  but  Is  clos:
comlng  back.  Bill  Boor  had  a  head-on  co^i  s
an  automobile  while  riding  his  motorcycle  c
1  5th  of  May  He  suffered  a  broken  elbow  .
broken  ribs,  many  cuts  and  bruises  He  has
released  from  the  Queen  of  Angels  hospital  and  is
recuperating  at  home

A  new  face  added  to  the  staff  Welcome  ;c
Marshall,  our  newest  employee,  who  wll!
position  of  grounds  maintenance  man
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