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Armand Sarifiana, new superintendent of South Coast Botanic Garden.

New Superintendent

NEW ERA BEGAN at South Coast

Botanic Garden last December 6
when Armand Sarifiana reported for
duty as the garden’s second superinten-
dt':nt in its 12 years of life. In addition to
his academic background — he is a grad-
uate of Pomona College — Mr. Sarifiana
bru}gs considerable administrative ex-
perience to his new post from his pre-
vious position as general manager of the
J. H‘arold Mitchell Company, a company
dealing in residential and commercial
pest control, plant diseases, turfgrass, and
horticultural supplies. Although his time
is largely taken up with the demands of
his new responsibilities at the garden,
Mr. Sarifiana will take part in the De-
partment’s adult education program this
spring, teaching an evening class at the
Arboretum on “Garden Insects and
Diseases.”

Arbor Day

T HE USUAL ARBOR DAY celebra-
tions that have taken place each year
on the grounds of the Department’s fa-
cilities will be replaced by school-centered
programs available to all elementary
schools in Los Angeles County. The aim
of the new program is to reach a greater
number of young people than heretofore
possible and to involve them more deeply
in the basic meanings of Arbor Day:
conservation and beautification of the en-
vironment. The essence of the program
is a handsome, teacher resource-kit con-
sisting of directions for tree planting,
a 10 x 12 folder containing a sample
school program, environmental fact
sheets, and a list of organizations supply-
ing information on ecology and related
subjects. Additionally, the Department
is offering schools participating in the
program a choice of trees in five gallon
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containers: A Tabebuia chrysotricha
(Golden Trumpet), or a Melaleuca lin-
ariifolia (Flaxleaf Paperbark), both Ar-
boretum introductions. The kit has al-
ready been widely and enthusiastically
accepted by classroom teachers who are
delighted to have a collection of imme-
diately useful material available to them.
The Arbor Day committee of Las Vol-
untarias members led by Betty Price
worked for many months to obtain and
put together the necessary information.

Camellia Show

AMELLIA FANCIERS are advised

to look ahead to this year’s show at
Descanso Gardens on March 4th and 5th
when a record number of flowers are
expected to be on display. One of the
great annual floral events in the country,
the show represents the collective effort
of many growers and specialists working
together under the sponsoring Southern
California Camellia Council. According
to show chairman John Movich, minia-
ture camellias—those with flowers about
14 inches in diameter—will be the fea-
ture of this year’s show. Among the
standard displays will be the larger-than-
normal flowers resulting from treatment
with gibberellic acid. This technique and
the technique of propagation by grafting
will be demonstrated during the run of
the show.

Ecology Walk
A NATURAL POND — or even, in

time, a2 man-made one—is generally
recognized as offering perhaps the best
environment for the study of ecology.
This is because the living organisms in
and around a pond are by their diversity
and their interrelationship a microcosm
of larger and more complex environ-
ments. With this in mind, the Depart-
ment’s Public Services Division has de-
veloped a self-guided walking tour of
the Arboretum’s Upper Pond. The walk
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is self-guided by reason of a handsome,
22-page brochure that takes the visitor
around the 1200-foot circumference in
seven steps, at each of which things to
look for and study are described in text
and illustrated in superb drawings ren-
dered by part-time tour guide, Ray Rob-
inson. Brochures will be placed in a
covered box on a redwood post where
the walk begins and the public will be
invited, but not requested, to return bro-
chures for reuse.
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Macramé pothangers made by members
of Las Voluntarias for Bonanza Il are
shown by Grace Robinson, chairman of
work committee.

Baldwin Bonanza II
LTHOUGH IT’S STILL a couple

of months away, the pot is beginning
to boil for the repeat version of tl_le
Baldwin Bonanza, that happy fund-rais-
ing affair that took place at the Arbore-
tum almost two years ago. Members of
Las Voluntarias are busily potting and
growing plants and terrariums, and sort-
ing out, putting together, and creating
an assortment of macrame and other
handcrafted items all calculated to make
the Baldwin Bonanza of next April 9th
a super event. Members of the California
Arboretum Foundation and their guests
will have a first chance at the goodies
during a cocktail and hors d’oeuvres pre-
view from 6 to 8 on Saturday evening.
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