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Plate VII

Alsophila Leichhardiiana. a Tree-Fern new for Victoria
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A TREE-FERN NEW FOR VICTORIA
By FrRANK RoOBBINS, RSC,

On the eastern side of Mrt, Drummer, eastern Gippsland, there s
all extensive ramm-forest jungle, witich I attempted to explore in
March, 1937. 1 was not successful in penetrating far into it, but
among the 104 or more ferns and Aowering plants noted, there
were several interesting finds: Alsophila Leichhardtiana Fov.M.,
i Prickly or Hard-stemmed Tree-Fern) ; Cyathea meduligris ( Black
Tree-Fern), very rate in the State, and not recorded for eastern
Victoria; and Plantego debilis R.Br., new record for Victoria; [
had previously seen this near Orbost,

My attention was first drawn hy the black slender stems with the
drooping black, dead fronds near the top.  The gort in the cup-hke
indusium at once pointed to Cyathea, There were only a few
specimens, but a little further down the gully, another rree-fem
became quite cominon.  Its extremely prickly nature and absence
of indusin pointed to an Alsoplala, new for Victona. which later
it was proved to be (by Governmient Botanist).

Alsaphila Leichhnrdtiang has been recotded as connnon i coastal
scrubs of Queensland, Maroochie (common}, and 1 New South
Wales from Port Jackson, Blue Mountains, New England, Clar-
ence River, Hastings River, Mcl.eay River, T'weed River, IHu-
varra, etc.  This fern is 10 feet to 13 feet in height, with a very
thin trunk, and resembles Cyathea medullniis, excepl for absence
of its black appearance and drooping dead ironds. The extremely
prickly bases of the fronds, particularly m the smaller specimens,
make its identity unmistakable. Alsophila awstvalis, ovr comimon
Rough Tree-Iern, alto has this characteristic, but ooly to the
extent of roughness,

The fronds of Leichhardtionr are hipminate, but the edges of the
leaflet ave definitely serrate. whereas m 4. oustrakis the Jeaflets are
almost entire.  The veining 15 similar for both specics as also is
the position of the sori on the nerves. There 15 a tendency to 3-
forked nerves in some of my specimens.  Ancther leature js the
dark mealy suriace of the underside af the rhs of the fronds, due
to dark brown prickly scales (stellale hairs?). The points of these
scales arc of deep hrown-red colour. The “prickles” grow mostly
an the underside of the nudribs and toward the base of the main
rib are up to 5 mn. long, shatp. ngd and somewhat resembling
those on a raspberry, Amnother conspicnous Jeature is the greyish
appearance at the top ol the trunk, which is due to the presence of
numerous long greyish lincar scales or bairs. The appearance of a
young frond unvolled to full extent is wlso very strilang, reminding
one of a host ol 1nillipedes coiled up.
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The Prickly Tree-Fern and Cyathea wiedullaris are both difhcult
to remove and grow in a fernery. One hopes that na fern
enthysiasts will raid this rare little ¢lump, where one is within
hearing of the lorns of motor-cars on the beautiful winding road
just above.

Refermices

BAILEY ! Lathe. Ferns QRL, 38.
FvM.: Fragm., v, 55-117.
Bewrwax . HMora Angt., vii, 711,

Key 1o Dratings
1 (a)—Alsoplnla Leichhardbiona F.e.M. Sccondary pinna (% 1).
I (b)—Leaflct (X 4) showing sori and nerves,
I {¢c)—Same (X 10) shuwing nerves, sgri, and prickly scales.
1 (d)—Prickly scales. a
P (e)—Prickly probtuberances on primary pinna,
I ()=Prickly probtuberances on base of petiole (maw rib).
1 (g)-—Primary pinnal of young frond (about 3-4 B.) (< 3}
2 (a)—Aisophila australis, Secondary pimna.
2 (b)—Alsophila avstrahs. Leaflet.

DROSERA PLANCHONII, Hk., "CLIMBING SUNDEW"

In various works on the Victorian Sundews, the “Climbing Sundew™ is
named Drosera Mengigsii R.Br., and D. Planchonit Hif. and D. Mensicsi
R.Br., var. albiflora Benth, are given as synonyms. Durmg the' colrse of
some revision work on the Australian Sundews we discovered that .
Planchoinii Hik 1, ahd D, Mengiesii R.Br, are distinct species, and find 1hat
D, Menziesii is native to Western Australia, while D. Planchonii & indi-
ﬁtnnﬁs to South Australia, Victoria, Tasmania and New South Wales, We

ave not examined any Queensland specimens.,

The following key should help in the determination of the two species:

Drosera Meugiesit R Br,’

Flowers five or more in the terminal inflarescente, petals purple. Sivle
segments numerous, cntire and free almost to the base. Sepals nartowed
at the® base, narrow ohovate and incsed and fringed with long glandular
hairs at the apex. The back clothad with appressed silky hairs. WA,

Diraseras Planchontt kA, “Chmbing Sundew"

Inflorescence few-flowered n a simple or very rarely once-iorked loose
raceme. Petals white, often pinkish. Styles divided into very numerous
dichotomous branches arising from Ffve free basal branches, Sepals ohovale
ovale, with the back alightly haire, hut the margiis of the apex with long
fringed hairs.

It should be ohserved that 2. Mougziesii R.Br, will be deleted from the
Victoran Flora and 1. Planchom: 1Tkf. added, The plant fisured in Pro-
fessor A, J. Ewart's Flore of Victoria is D, Planchonn HEkf,, not D, Men-
awsit B Br.

Aupas, St. Joun axp Monnis.
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