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BOTANICAL NOTES AT MALLACOOTA
By T, 8. Hawr, wa, nece

These notes are hased mainly on observations made last New
Year, when 1 was invited to accompany a campug party. I had
also specimens coilecred m previous years, at the same scason, by
Miss £, K, Turner, who showed me several interesting localities,
Some of these plants have already been exhibited and recorded in
the Natwralist, Although late in the season for many kinds of
flowers, a Jarge number of species was identified, includimg everal
which nceur i Victaria, in the eastern parts only.

Early observers often reached Mallacoota by difficult roads; by
boat fram Genoa; but the settlement 1§ now easily accessible by
‘a gond road. Several different types of vegetation can be reached
within half an hour’s walk from the towuship, and the very attrac-
tive steeper country to the north-zast may be conveniently reached
by boat. The chimare is that characteristic ol the far east of Gipps-
land—good rainfall, and much of it m summer, which mukes tor
[uxuriance in vegetation, especially in such favonred spots as the
lower parts of the vaileys. .

At the township you find vourself 1n a grassland with scattered
trees, no doubt formerly well eovered, Awgophorit intermedio 18
the chief tree at thig part, with some fairly tall Black Wattles and
the Bracelet Honey Myrtle (Melaleuca arvwilaris). both as trees
and as dense bushes. Along the actual wargin of the lake, with a
low clifi or shart slope, are he Coast Banksia and some tymeal
eastern plants—the large Mock-Olive (Nefelace longifola) and
the Blue Olive-lerry (Llacocerpus cyanous), with fringed fawers,
and the well-knawn Fritosporum undulelum. The Moek-Ohbve and
Olive-berry belong to quite differcnt families. In the forest elose
beliind, the Evcalypts are not always easily identified, flowers and
fruits bemng mostly out of reach. Rloodwoads (&. gammifera),
formerly called E. corymbosy, are plentiful, and the fallen fruits
estahlish their identity. The very distunctive young growth calls
attention to the Silvertop {(£. steberuna), .

In the undergrowth the Shrubby Trachymene (7. Bilinrdieri)
18 conspicuous in summer. This plant is very varjable m leal shape.
The Wart-Aower (T'vopiora barbata) twines ammong the low
vegetation. This is an asclepiad climber, but dnes not show {he
milky juice usual in the family or at least not readily. The Dusky
Coral Pea (Kemedya rubrgwonda) occurs at places, On the
groynd near the settlement are large patclies of the Lilac Lily
( Schelhativmiera wndwlala), an attractive little plant with sone
flowers at midswonmet. It s reputed rare. A trailing Lobelia (L.,
surpurascens) has the upward aspect of the flower nearly white,
but tinted belind and often wloured on the hack of the leaves.
The Faoflower (Seaeziola vamosissima) is common, though rather
thinly scatiered, as well as Dampicre sricta, a smaller blue flower,
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and mare uprght plant of the same family. Anisopogen is a rather
formidable Spear-Grass with its three awns and considerable pene-
trating power. It (s a fine example for the study of (he grass
spikelet as it does evecything on such a large scale. Another unusual
plant is the Curlywig (Crsstis fleanosn), a sedge with very twisted
growth and leaf sheaths ac nitervals on its stens, which give it the
aspect of a plant of the Restio ranuly, Another Caustis (C. pen-
tandra) occurs at moist places, but thiz 15 a more wadely-known
plant. The Waooaily Xanthosia (X. pilase), also fpund, has its
flowers 1ew together and 15 somewhat woody, so that it is nat at
onee seen to helong to the Carrot family,

Near the main road thare arve some wet fAats, the road natyrally
avoidipg the more defined gullies. It is not always easy to say
which plants belong to the wet ground, as with summer rain the
forest as a whale I1s moister than in many other distncts. Restro
complanaties was found 1 these fats and several others of its family.
Lyeopodimn denswm, a rather robost form of clab moss, 15 plentaful
at places, The Flax-leal Heath Myrtle (Baeckea lomfsho) seams
definitelv to beloug to these flats, 1t1s a shrub with slender branches
and had a few flowers in January, apparently beginmog. It is
recorded also 1n g somewhat different form n a moist sitvation
neat Mt Imlay across the border. The Mistletoe (Lovanthis
witellinus ) accurs in the forest, nearly alwavs high up, but its iallen
flowers reveal it. The flowers are large and bright coloured and the
plant often quite atiractive. Near the coast, bat not in the actual
eoastal scruh, the yellowish pacches of the Golden Mistletoe are
seen. All we observed were associated with other Mistletoes
{ Lovinthus vitellions and Phryoilowthns ewcalyptifolivs). Dehnite
examples were abtained of the Golden Mistletoe parasitic on each
of these,

South-west of the township, near the coast, there 3s a large area
of dwarf scrub with patches of stunted trees, which may con-
vemently be called moorland, The present edge of (he iorest 13
abrupt and the trees somewhat stunted, which may indicate solie
clearing, but the moorland presents a type i vegetation of its own,
i conditions due fo exposure 1o wind and perhaps wind-caried
salt. Few flowers or fruits were seen on the trees and the fohage
1= not always quite normal, Some tree patches abiout 10 ar 12 fect
high were Apgophoras with very little doubt. One patch at least
abour 8 ft. high with a few buds i3 hest as a stunted form of
Ewcalypind ewginioides (E, Muelleriona seems less likely), The
leaves were thick. [t docs not seem necessary to call iLa vanely;
it may be only a result of the environment

The low mooland vegeration consists largely of Casuarinas—
C. dustyla and €. paltdrese. The Dageer Hakea necurs in low dense
bushes crowded with flowers in Janvary. In the forest it s taller
and not dense. Bredeineyera encumin s here of smaller growth
than usual and the flowers deep coloured. In fact deep colours are
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common in this area, as in Cammon Heath, sonie of which was in
flower, and iu Orthoceras sirictune, the Homed Orchud, In this
moor also is the Flag, Patersonin sericea, deep purple, but its
colnur 15, | think, usually deeper than the Patersonias near Mel-
bourne, Other plants here include rhe Large Tongue Orchid and
a Thysanotus, the Fanflower already mentioned, the Prickly Guinea
Flower (Hibbertia ncicwlaris), the Daphne Heath (Bruchylomn
depimordes) and a small Boroma.

One of the most remarkable plants is the Lobed Spyridum (5.
sorpyllacensn), a mintature anong the Rhamnacewe, sometimes
only a tew inches high. Its small size at this locality ix noticeri by
the Baron, as I take 1t that this 1s his locality given as “maouth of
the Genon River,” A varicty of Seneclo awstralis wilh toothed
leaves (var. Macrodonin) occurs with the Lree patches. One ol
the eastern Geebungs, Persooma [unceolata, occurs as scattered
hushes in the moorland, perhaps more as the land curves over
toward a creek. Near the headland coast reatree and Welalencn
armillars @ive some shelter,

The luwer parts of mmany of the valleyd have a vegetation of
especial interest. micluding severdl kinds of trees and vanous cliwb-
mg plants, sume of which are of large size. Lillypillies (Lwgeiia
Smelhit) ave prominent with Bolwarra ( Eupomatio lowrina). The
Eupnmatia often shows slender vpright growth which curves wver
and sometines even lovks ke a halt chmber, The young {oliage
is large and Lright and aromatic; fnwer bids were present n
January on low growth, but we did net see any nf the flowers
which are said to be strongly scented. The Targe Pittosporum also
ocetirs, and the Notelaea and Elaeocarpus already mentioned. The
Notelaea varies m its leal shape and size and the frunl colonr
- changes with the degree of maturity, bul all examined seemed
referable to N. losugifolia.

The largest of the climbers is a true grape-vine, Fitis hypogleica.
Tts thick stems form great Inope from tree tn tree. Some former
support has gone, leaving lengths of the climber in mid-mir. The
Stalked Doubah, Marsdensa vastrata, 15 alse common, with the
peculiae Howers and suilky juice wsual in the Asclepiad family.
Another woody climber 8 the Morinda (M. jasminoides). Ir was
of smaller growth, hut we fouund 2u.opportunity t¢& obtain flowers
where a fallen tree had broughr down the chimber with . The
Tecoma 13 vather mare widespreud, not confned (o tus kind of
valley, Smilaa australis is a climber of the Lily fanuly, of a pecular
secrion, with net veining in the leaf. It climbs by tendrils and is
armed with substantial prickles, so that it is a well-known impedi-
ment (o travel. The Wombat-beery { Eustreplus lattlaling) belnngs
to a quite different sechiun of the Taly family. It is an asparagoid
chimber, somewliat resembling in aspect the broad-leaf Asparagus
(or Myrsipiovllum) of gardens, which is often called Smilax in
error. True Smilax is quite different.
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The Rasp fern {Doedia aspera), with tinted fronds, 1s sometimes
abundanr, and in a gully in the steeper country at the Marrows we
foand the Creeping Polypody (Cyeclophorss serpens). Tn this
gully also rhe Grass Flag, Libertia panicwleto, was found. Nearby
a steep hiliside descends to the Narrows. Here we found the Flax
Laly { Dienalia coerulea). confirming the aceucrence of this species
ut Victorsa. [ere alio were the Prckly Shagay Pea (Qavlobinm
rrilabatie) and the Twining Guinea Flower (Hibbertia dentala).
Al e oot of the slope Dodonarca triguetre occurs, as well as the
common 0. viscers, The Muttonwood, Rapenea (or Myrsine)
Hawittiana, occurs near the Lillypillies, but 18 not $0 lnmited. It
extends westward also as jarv as the valleys of the Keilny Plaivs.
Somie examples showed an abundance of the purple fruits clothing
the stems just belaw the foliage. Thig habit of flowering ou old
stems helund the present growth s said W he {requent in some
dense warm forests elsewlhere. Upstream the Lillypilly valleve
merge intu orinary forest villevs, with such famihar trees as the
Huzel Pamaderris and Blanketeaf ( Badfardia salieina).

The coastal hununocks did not present any unusual features at
the parts visited except a large form of the Sword Sedge ( Lepidos-
perma gpladiatnw ). The sandspit hetween (he enwrance and (he
cliffs carried little but Cakile, but 1this s new ground, At the [ew
places visited oa the vuler coast T did wol fmd any examples of
the Sceuted Fauflower (Scovvols calendulocca), nov of Senecio
spathulatis, nor Stackhowsia spathidata, thangh these occur at
Lakes Eutrance, They wnight be formd on further search On the
cliT west of the enfrance there are good plants of Alyre and soine
Correa alba,

Among the rarver phnts found at vimous places were the Black
Bogrush (Schosnus melonostechyws), o Pultenaea, appareatly u
non-prickly form of F. styphelioides. The Maolueca Bramble, which
ranges from Orbost to the Philippines, was seen; it has a rather
altraclive red flower. Five species of Persoonia were observed.
Crher inleresting species, though scarcely rare, melude the Tick
Pea (Desmuodium vavions), secn at vanous places, Several species
of Helichyysum were found, including H. oblongifolium and .
Boxteri. The Showy Cassinia was also seen. A few late fAowers of
Tetratheca were collected and seem to include hoth T, pilose and
T. glandwlosa. Wo doubt many plants not in floewer escaped notice.
Correa rubre occurs in a form with a shghtly pink tinge in the red
flowers, diffening in flower and leaf from the red Correa ar Fern-
bank, near Bairnsdale, aud sore resembling a 1all Torm found near
Kalimna, Scuteliaria mollis, had been found wn previous years, and
exhibited. A Mitrasnce, probabily M, polymiospha, was observed
at awore than one place, fHrosere spathulare was seen in a roadside
drata i black moist soil. Goodenda barbate, recorded for Genoa,
auours on the road some drstance wesl of that township.

The Hurbaniung staff has kindly compared several of the less
familiar plants, for which we tender our best thanks.
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