
dents and the gardens, officials de-
cided  that  they  warranted  extend-
ing  the  program  to  a  year  around
work-study course.

Most of the students earned col-
lege  credit,  so  their  work  assign-
ments  were  planned  to  give  them
horticultural  field  experience  to
supplement their classroom studies.
During  the  nine-week  internships
they rotated through various sections
of  each  garden  gaining  practical
experience  in  all  phases  of  work
carried out at public gardens. They
spent time propagating plants, oper-
ating landscaping equipment, using
chemical  weed  controls,  and  in-
stalling  new  sprinklers  and  land-

Besides giving the students hands-
on experience, the extended intern-
ship program will  assure the Arbo-
retum  grounds  staff  of  a  steady
supply of eager assistants with basic
horticultural  training.  Director
Francis  Ching  said  that  cutbacks  in
county  funds  have  forced  the  de-
partment  to  depend  on  privately
financed  programs  like  this  one.
Without  the  students,  the  staff
would  find  it  increasingly  difficult
to maintain and improve plant col-
lections  that  the  public  expects  to
find at the Arlx)retum.

CALIFORNIA  ARBORETUM
FOUNDATION  SEEKS
SPECIAL  BENEFACTORS

T  DATiON  recently  established  a

new  membership  category  called
Special Benefactor as part of its con-
tinuing effort to reverse the effects
that inadequate funding could cause
at the Arboretum.

Committee chairmen Betty (Mrs.
Sidney)  Wall  and  Peter  Bickford
explained that to be recognized as
a Special  Benefactor  a  donor must
be  willing  to  contribute  $1,000  an-
nually for use on a specific project.

Besides all the privileges of Foun-
dation  membership.  Special  Bene-
factors  will  be  honored in  Founda-
tion  publications  and  will  be  en-
titled to private guided tours of the
Arboretum upon request. This June,
members of the group will be guests
at  a  catered  luncheon,  the  first  of
the  annual  parties  planned  ex-
clusively for them.

ADOPTION  FANTASY  FIESTA

MOVIE  STARS,  broadcast  person-
alities,  and  county  officials

abounded  at  the  Latino  Adoption
Fiesta  Sept.  12  at  the  Los  Angeles
State  and  County  Arboretum,  but
the  real  stars  of  the  day  were  53
Latino  children  awaiting  adoption.

The children were special guests
at  the  festival  planned  by  the  Los

Angeles  County  Department  of
Adoptions  to  bring  hard-to-place
adoptees  and  approved  families
waiting  for  a  child  together  in  an
informal  atmosphere.  As  the  chil-
dren and prospective parents got to
know each other some unexpected
bonds  developed.  One  couple  who
had  originally  applied  to  adopt  an
infant girl were so charmed by four
brothers that they asked to have the
boys  placed  in  their  home.  Helen
Ramirez,  director  of  CDA,  also  re-
ported  that  more  than  70  people
began the necessary adoption pro-
cedings during the fiesta.

The  party  began  vvdth  everyone
munching  hot  dogs  and  popcorn
while  they  enjoyed  the  clowns  and
mariachi  band.  Master  of  cere-
monies. Sonny Melendrez from KFI
radio,  introduced  the  children  and
coaxed from each a  glimpse of  his
or her distinct personality.

Everyone,  children  and  adults
alike,  crowded around the stage in
front of the Queen Anne Cottage to
hear  the  childhood  memories  re-
lated  by  Ricardo  Montalban  and
Herve  Villechaize  from  the  tele-
vision  series  "Fantasy  Island"  and
by  France  Nuyen  who  starred  in
"South Pacific."

Later,  the  many  individuals  and
organizations  who  contributed  so
much  to  the  success  of  the  fiesta
received  scrolls  from  L.A.  County
Supervisors Deane Dana and Mich-
ael D. Antonovich.
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From  left,  Director  I  rancis  Clung,  Ricardo  Montalban  (left),  France  Snu-n.  unu  Sonnv  Mclcndrez  applaud  as
Helen  Ramirez  of  CD  A,  Denny  Herve  Villechaize  entertains  at  the  Los  Angeles  State  and  Countv  Arboretum.
Shane  Miller  of  WAIF,  and  Sonny
Melendrez of KFI gather for a Fiesta
planning meeting.

More  than  70  prospective  parents  took  the  first  steps  toward  adopting  children  during  Latino  Adoption  Fiesta
Sept.  12  at  the  Arboretum.
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