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Los Angeles County Department of Arboreta and Botanic Gardens

NEW CALIFORNIA ARBORETUM
FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

RICHABD RAY was elected new
president of the California
Arboretum Foundation at the an-
nual meeting Sept. 29.

The native of Chicago moved to
Woodland Hills with his wife and
their six children in 1968 and short-
ly thereafter became actively in-
volved with the Los Angeles State
and County Arboretum through his
horticultural publishing ventures.
He is closely associated with Walter
Doty, retired editor of Sunset mag-
azine, who planned the Sunset
Demonstration Home Gardens at
the Arboretum sponsored by the
magazine. Through his publishing
endeavors came the first financial
support for the Garden for All Sea-
sons.

Mr. Ray sees the primary role of
CAF in the future as two-fold —
providing more monetary support
for the Arboretum and encouraging
more visitors to visit the gardens to
take advantage of the many oppor-
tunities that are available.

“Cuts in allocations from LA
County will force the CAF to in-
crease its contribution to Arboretum
operations just to maintain the pres-
ent level of services,” he said. Pos-
sible new funding sources he sug-
gested are enthusiastic promotion of
the Special Benefactor program and
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a drive by present CAF members to
recruit new members.

He thinks more visitors can be
attracted to the Arboretum both by
increasing the number of special
events such as the recent Santa
Anita Flora and Garden Exposition
and by upgrading existing exhibits
on the grounds. Involvement in
horticultural publishing has made
Mr. Ray particularly aware of two
existing Arboretum attractions that
have the potential for drawing more
visitors — the Garden for All Sea-
sons and the Plant Science Library.

He noted that the Garden for All
Seasons attracts many gardeners

looking for innovative planting ideas
that can be applied in the home
garden. This volunteer-tended gar-
den is currently being expanded be-
cause of its great attraction to
visitors.

“T'd also like more people to know
about the library,” he said, “because
our library is a good one, perhaps
the best on the West Coast.”

PARSONS FOUNDATION
SUPPORTS ARBORETUM
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

WO GRANTS TOTALING $34,000 will

enable the Los Angeles State
and County Arboretum to extend
the summer internship program at
the garden into the fall, winter, and
spring school sessions.

Richard Ray, newly elected presi-
dent of the California Arboretum
Foundation, announced that the
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation of
Pasadena supplied the first grant of
$25,000 and the California Arbore-
tum Foundation then augmented it
with $9,000 raised by the group.

Last summer a grant from the
Institute of Museum Services was
used to initiate an internship pro-
gram with 16 horticulture students
placed in the three gardens oper-
ated by the Department. After
evaluating benefits to both the stu-
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dents and the gardens, officials de-
cided that they warranted extend-
ing the program to a year around
work-study course.

Most of the students earned col-
lege credit, so their work assign-
ments were planned to give them
horticultural field experience to
supplement their classroom studies.
During the nine-week internships
they rotated through various sections
of each garden gaining practical
experience in all phases of work
carried out at public gardens. They
spent time propagating plants, oper-
ating landscaping equipment, using
» chemical weed controls, and in-
stalling new sprinklers and land-
scaping.

Besides giving the students hands-
on experience, the extended intern-
ship program will assure the Arbo-
retum grounds staff of a steady
supply of eager assistants with basic
horticultural training. Director
Francis Ching said that cutbacks in
county funds have forced the de-
partment to depend on privately
financed programs like this one.
Without the students, the staff
would find it increasingly difficult
to maintain and improve plant col-
lections that the public expects to
find at the Arboretum.

CALIFORNIA ARBORETUM
FOUNDATION SEEKS
SPECIAL BENEFACTORS

THE CALIFORNIA ARBORETUM FOUN-
pATION recently established a
new membership category called
Special Benefactor as part of its con-
tinuing effort to reverse the effects
that inadequate funding could cause
at the Arboretum.

Committee chairmen Betty (Mrs.
Sidney) Wall and Peter Bickford
explained that to be recognized as
a Special Benefactor a donor must
be willing to contribute $1,000 an-
nually for use on a specific project.

Besides all the privileges of Foun-
dation membership, Special Bene-
factors will be honored in Founda-
tion publications and will be en-
titled to private guided tours of the
Arboretum upon request. This June,
members of the group will be guests
at a catered luncheon, the first of
the annual parties planned ex-
clusively for them.

ADOPTION FANTASY FIESTA
Movm sTARs, broadcast person-
alities, and county officials
abounded at the Latino Adoption
Fiesta Sept. 12 at the Los Angeles
State and County Arboretum, but
the real stars of the day were 53
Latino children awaiting adoption.

The children were special guests
at the festival planned by the Los

Angeles County Department of
Adoptions to bring hard-to-place
adoptees and approved families
waiting for a child together in an
informal atmosphere. As the chil-
dren and prospective parents got to
know each other some unexpected
bonds developed. One couple who
had originally applied to adopt an
infant girl were so charmed by four
brothers that they asked to have the
boys placed in their home. Helen
Ramirez, director of CDA, also re-
ported that more than 70 people
began the necessary adoption pro-
cedings during the fiesta.

The party began with everyone
munching hot dogs and popcorn
while they enjoyed the clowns and
mariachi band. Master of cere-
monies, Sonny Melendrez from KFI
radio, introduced the children and
coaxed from each a glimpse of his
or her distinct personality.

Everyone, children and adults
alike, crowded around the stage in
front of the Queen Anne Cottage to
hear the childhood memories re-
lated by Ricardo Montalban and
Herve Villechaize from the tele-
vision series “Fantasy Island” and
by France Nuyen who starred in
“South Pacific.”

Later, the many individuals and
organizations who contributed so
much to the success of the fiesta
received scrolls from L.A. County
Supervisors Deane Dana and Mich-
ael D. Antonovich,

Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar.
Average maximum temperature 84 76 74 70 74 71
Average minimum temperature 55 47 46 47 47 47
Highest temperature 102 0% RT 80 90 82
Lowest temperature 45 40 39 38 38 41
Number of clear days 10 10 18 14 17 10
Number of partly cloudy days 21 19 10 9 3 4
Number of cloudy days 0 1 3 i 8 7
Rain each month .1 0 47 1.66 1.24 5.26
Total rainfall for year 9.44 inches
Average annual rainfall 18 inches

June-December longest below normal rainfall period in recorded history.
Lat. 34 deg. 08’ 48” N., Long. 118 deg. 02’ 59” W., Elevation 571.28 ft.

Arboretum Weather Summary October 1, 1980 to September 30, 1981

Apr. May June July Aug. Sept.
17 78 92 52 94 88
51 56 62 62 63 61
97 94 107 102 108 98
42 49 57 58 by S T
8 8 20 22 I8 51
12 22 10 9 6 16
10 1 0 0 0 0
1 Tr 0 0 0 0
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