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ugust  14.  pronounceable  name.  Tiny  shoots  from

1  tangle  of  scrub  and  weeds  not  far  knew  (and  probably  browsed  on)  have
trom  nere  is  a  tiny  cutting  from  a  tree  reached  the  Lake  District  and  cuttings
which  some  people  consider  the  most  re-  have  been  taken  in  a  greenhouse  in  the
markable  in  the  world.  The  baby  is  about  heart  of  the  National  Park.  The  young
eighteen  inches  high  but  already  it  is  tree  I  saw  has  been  grown  from  one  of
straight  and  sturdy  and  one  day  it  may  these  cuttings  and  in  a  plantation  less  than
become  a  great  forest  tree.  Its  golden  twenty  miles  from  here  there  is  an  experi-
leaves  are  delicately  frilled,  and  the  rough,  mental  half-acre  of  them.  Botanists  have
stony  patch—  the  least  likely  site  you  could  known  of  the  Dawn  Redwood  for  many
imagine  for  a  great  experiment—  is  crudely  years,  for  its  lovely  leaves  have  been  pre-
fenced  in  with  wire.  The  tender  young  served  in  fossilised  form  deep  down  in  the
sapling,  as  many  of  you  will  have  guessed,  ^cks  throughout  aeons  of  time.  Now  they
is  a  Dawn  Redwood,  the  legendary  tree  know  the  colour  of  those  leaves,  but  they
which  the  scientists  said  had  been  extinct  can  only  guess  how  high  the  tree,  which
for  sixty  million  years  or  more  until  the  was  thought  to  be  extinct  long  before
Chinese  found  one  growing  in  a  sacred  history  began,  will  grow.  A.  H.  G.
grove  on  the  bank  of  a  river  with  an  un-  From  Mancheuer  Guurdnw.  Aug.  20,  1953

EDITOR'S  COMMENTS
The  figurative  and  much  maligned  spinach  has  its  figurative  parallels.  Statistical  re-

ports  may  be  one  of  them  ;  but  they,  too,  build  good  fibres  into  constructive^projccts

have  left  such  behindf  ancf  will  offer  among  other  papers  the  followmg:
Botanical  Gardens  and  Arboretums  of  the  Past  and  Their  ReconMrinlion.  by  Frans

Verdoorn;  Two  Interesting  Yuccas  from  Mexico,  by  Wm.  Hertrich;  Francesco
Franceschi,  by  John  M.  Tucker.

The  International  Biohistorical  Commission,  of  the  International  Union  of  Biologi-
cal  Sciences  (International  Council  of  Scientific  Union  in  cooperation  with  UNESCO)
released,  August  21,  1953,  report  of  the  Current  Organization  and  Aclivities  of  the
Botanical  Section.  Subsections,  Connnissious.  and  Coniniiltees  of  the  International
Union  of  Biological  Sciences.  The  eight  multigraphcd  pages  were  compiled  by  C.
Skottsberg,  President,  F.  Verdoorn,  Retiring  Secretary,  and  J.  Lanjouw,  Secretary,
p.tem.  Correspondence  concerning  the  report  should  be  addressed  to  the  Botanical
Secretary,  p.tem..  Professor  J.  Lanjouw,  Botanical  Museum,  L.  Nieuwstraat,  Utrecht,
Netherlands.  Only  material  concerning  the  Biohistorical  Commission  and  its  Com-
mittees  should  hereafter  be  sent  to  Dr.  Verdoorn,  Waltham  54,  Mass.,  U.S.A.
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