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PLANTS  NEW  TO  ILLINOIS  OR  TO  THE  CHICAGO
AREA  IN  ILLINOIS

Julian  A.  Steyermark  and  Floyd  A.  Swink

A  NUMBER  of  additions  to  the  state  flora  as  well  as  to  the
Chicago  region  in  Illinois  have  turned  up  since  the  publication  of
Jones's  "Supplementary  list  of  Illinois  Vascular  Plants"  (Am.
Midi.  Nat.  37:  785-787.  May,  1947).  Most  of  them  represent
naturalized  or  introduced  species,  but  one  of  them,  Stellaria
pubera,  has  apparently  been  overlooked  throughout  the  previous
period  of  intensive  botanizing  in  the  Chicago  area.  Specimens
of  all  the  collections  may  be  found  deposited  in  the  Herbarium  of
the  Chicago  Natural  History  Museimi.

BoTRYCHiUM  DissECTUM  Spreng.,  var.  typicum.  The  follow-
ing  collection,  Sfe7jermark  64261,  woods  at  Biltmore  Estates  sub-
division,  5  mi.  north  of  Barrington,  Lake  Co.,  October  27,  1946,
is  the  nearest  thus  far  recorded  for  the  C'hicago  area.  Recently,
another  collection  of  this  species  has  been  made  by  George  B.
and  Barbara  Fell  in  Boone  County.  Their  collections  are
from  sandy  loam  soil,  black  oak  upland  woods,  3  mi.  north  of
Argyle,  Boone  Co.,  November  27,  1948,  deo.  B.  &  B.  Fell  F
I^S-Jj-Ii-Ii.  B.  In  Jones'  "An  Enumeration  of  Illinois  Pteridophyta"
(Am.  Midi.  Nat.  38:  89.  July,  1947),  the  typical  variety  of  the
species  is  noted  only  from  Gallatin,  Kankakee,  and  Peoria
counties.

EcHiNOCHLOA  COLONUM  (L.)  Link.  This  species,  new  to
Illinois  and  apparently  the  northernmost  locality  thus  far
recorded,  was  collected  hy  F.  A.  Swink  at  Harrison  Street  and
Douglas  Park  elevated  tracks,  Chicago,  Cook  Co.,  August  18,
1947.

Stellaria  pubera  Michx.  The  following  collection,  wooded
slopes  above  limestone  canyon  of  Delaney's  Ravine,  at  11  1th
Street,  H  mi.  east  of  Archer  Avenue,  Sag  Bridge,  Cook  Co.,
July  3,  1948,  Steyermark  &  Swink  65855,  was  made  while  the
authors  were  searching  for  plants  of  Jeffersonia  diphylla  at  this
locahty.  This  remarkable  discovery  adds  a  species  of  indigenous
plants  to  the  flora  of  Illinois.

The  late  Professor  Cowles  had  repeatedly  brought  his  classes
in  ecology  to  this  ravine,  and  Dr.  Pepoon,  E.  J.  Hill,  and  the
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carlior  botanists  were  also  acfiuaintcd  with  the  sjiot.  It  is,
thorofore,  surprising  how  the  plant  could  luivc  escaped  j)revious
notice.  This  limestone  canyon  is  spectacular  for  thc>  Chicago
region,  being  formed  of  the  Niagara  limestone.  A  number  of
rare  and  unusual  plants  occur  here.  At  the  base  of  the  l)luffs  in
sh(^ltercd  places  grow  Actaca  rubra,  Ifijdrasds  canadensis,  and
Ih/hanthus  concolor,  while  in  the  crevic(^s  of  the  limestone  bluffs
are  plants  of  Cystoptcris  bulbifcra  and  Pcllaea  (jJabclla.  Asso-
ciated  with  plants  of  Jeffcrsonio  dipJiyUa,  on  the  upper  slopes
above  the  limestone  bluffs,  were  a  number  of  clumps  of  the
Sldlaria  pubcra.  Such  a  find  may  indicate  that  other  ecjually
interesting  species  may  in  time  be  added  to  the  flora  of  the  state.

Anemgnklla  thalictkoides  (L.)  Spach,  forma  Favilliana
Bergseng  ex  Fassett,  Trans.  Wise.  Acad  Sci.  38:  199.  194(5.
This  form,  in  which  all  the  stamens  have  become  jx^taloid,  was
originally  described  from  Wisconsin.  It  is  a  double-flowered
type,  varying  in  color  from  deep  pink  to  orchid,  and  is  V(*ry
attractive,  reminding  one  of  tiny  heads  of  zinnias,  roses,  and  the
lik(\  It  was  collected,  for  the  first  time  in  Illinois,  by  Cora
Stcyermark,  in  upland  oak-hickory  woods,  Biltmore  Estates
subdivision,  5  mi.  north  of  Harrington,  Lake  C/O.,  April,  1944.

r^HrcASTKUM  GALLicuM  (Willd.)  ().  E.  Schulz.  This  species
is  ne\\-  to  tlie  Illinois  flora.  It  has  been  collected  from  three
localities,  as  follows:  Sivink,  along  Chicago  &  Northwestern
railroad  tracks  north  of  city  limits  of  Waukegan,  Lake  Co.,  June
15,  194G;  along  Chicago,  Burlington,  &  Quincy  railroad  tracks
just  east  of  Harlem  Avenue,  Berwyn,  Cook  Co.,  June  22,  1946,
Swink;  and  along  railroad  tracks  just  nortii  of  Fernwood  Station,
near  l()2nd  Street,  west  of  State  Street,  Chicago,  ('ook  Co.,
September  29,  1940,  Stcyermark  2<S2r>0.

Glycyrkhiza  LKi'iDOTA  (Nutt.)  Pursh.  Not  previously  re-
ported  for  Illinois,  although  there  is  a  specim(ui  from  Cahokia,
St.  Clair  Co.,  collected  by  //.  Eggert  in  the  Herbarium  of  the
Chicago  Natural  History  Museum.  Anotluu-  collection,  in  the
vicinity  of  the  Chicago  area,  has  been  made  recently  by  Swink,
along  Illinois  Central  i-ailroad  tracks  just  north  of  St.  Charleys
Koad,  Elmhurst,  Du  Page  Co.,  July  6,  1948.

Hybaxthus  concolok  (Forster)  Spreng.  Although  reported
by  Pepoon  from  Indiana  in  the  woods  of  Chesterton  (Porter  Co.)
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and  eastward  in  Illinois,  it  has  not  been  previously  recorded  from
the  Chicago  area.  Apparently  it  has  been  overlooked  all  these
years,  however,  since  it  was  found  associated  with  the  other
rarities  in  Delaney's  Ravine  during  1948.  The  collection  is
from  middle  and  upper  slopes  of  Delaney's  Ravine,  at  111th
Street,  '  •  mi.  east  of  Archei'  Avenue,  Sag  Bridge,  Cook  Co.,  July
3,  1948,  Steyermark  &  Swink  6o8o3.

EpilobiUxM  hirsutiim  L.  This  attractive  species  with  showy
pink  petals  is  naturalized  in  but  a  few  places  in  the  United
States.  It  has  not  been  previously  reported  from  Illinois.  It
was  collected  near  base  of  railway  embankment  of  Nickel  Plate
Railroad,  between  Torrence  Avenue  and  Lake  Calumet  at  about
11900  South,  Chicago,  Cook  Co.,  August  15,  1948,  Steijermark  (^
Swink  6'o978.

In  the  locality  above  cited,  the  plants  were  bordoi'ing  a  ditch
at  the  base  of  the  railroad  embankment  and  wer(>  growing  at  the
edge  of  the  watcn-.  Accoi-ding  to  Dr.  Jose  ('uatrecasas,  this  is
similar  to  its  habitat  in  Spain,  where  it  frequently  inhabits
borders  of  irrigation  ditches.

Leucospora  Ml  ltifida  (Michx.)  Nutt.  This  species  is  new
to  the  flora  of  the  Chicago  area  in  Illinois.  It  was  collected  l)y
Swink,  Burnham,  C\)ok  Co.,  September  28,  1940.

Veronica  Chamaedrvs  L.  Pi-eviously  unreported  fi-om
Illinois,  this  species  has  been  collected  recently  in  the  Chicago
area:  Elm  Street,  one  mile  south  of  Hinsdale,  between  60th  and
02nd  Streets,  Du  Pag(>  Co.,  May  20,  1948,  Bros.  Edward  Akso-
maitis  cfc  Peter  Cibulskis.

Chicago  Natural  History  Museum.

Populus:  a  Correction.  —  In  Rhodora,  1.  234  (1948),  I
proposed  the  name  Populus  halsamifera  L.  var.  Fernaldiana
Rouleau,  based  upon  /-*.  bahamijera  var.  Michauxii  sensu  Henry.
I  was  unaware  that  a  ntnv  name  had  already  been  published.
Dr.  Nils  Hylander  of  the  University  of  Uppsala  has  called  my
attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had  already  pul)lished  a  new  name
for  this  variety,  i.  e.  /-*.  balmtm'fera  L.,  var.  subcordata  Hylander
in  Foreningens  f()r  dendi'ologi  och  j)arkvlird  ^rsbok  LustgS,rden,
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