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Abstract  .  Three  species  of  Rustia  Klotzsch  (Rubia¬
ceae,  Cinchonoideae)  were  previously  known  from
Peru,  R.  rubra  Standi,  ex  D.  R.  Simpson,  R.
schunkeana  Delprete,  and  R.  viridiflora  Delprete.  A
fourth  species  from  the  Kosnipata  Valley  (Cuzco
Department),  R.  kosnipatana  S.  Will  &  C.  M.  Taylor,
is  newly  described  and  illustrated  here.  This  tree
species  differs  in  its  inflorescences  with  erect  pink
flowers,  fusiform  flower  buds,  and  corollas  with  dense
pubescence  in  the  throat  and  the  lobes  longer  than  the

zone  of  Peru.

Resumen.  Tres  especies  de  Rustia  Klotzsch  (Rubia-

Standl.  ex  D.  R.  Simpson,  R.  schunkeana  Delprete  y  R.

(Departamento  de  Cuzco),  R.  kosnipatana  S.  Will  &  C.
M.  Taylor,  se  describe  e  ilustra  aqui.  La  especie  se
distingue  por  su  habito  arboreo,  las  inflorescencias
con  flores  erectas  y  rosadas,  las  yemas  florales
fusiformes  y  las  corollas  con  densa  pubescencia  en
la  garganta  y  los  lobulos  mas  largos  que  el  tubo.  Este
es  el  primer  registro  de  Rustia  en  la  zona  sur  de  Peru.

Rustia  Klotzsch  (Rubiaceae,  Cinchonoideae)  is  a
Neotropical  genus  of  about  15  species,  found  from
Guatemala  to  Peru  and  southeastern  Brazil  (Delprete,
1999).  The  genus  includes  understory  shrubs  to  mid¬
canopy  trees  of  primary  and  secondary  evergreen
forests,  from  sea  level  up  to  2000  m.  Rustia  is
distinguished  by  its  combination  of  caducous,  trian¬
gular,  interpetiolar  stipules;  leaves  often  with  pellucid
glands;  terminal,  multiflowered,  paniculate  or  thyrsi-
form  inflorescences;  corollas  with  well-developed

and  loculidal,  woody  to  papery,  generally  ellipsoid  to

obovoid  capsules  with  numerous  small,  angled  to
flattened  seeds.  The  calyx  limbs  are  persistent  on  the
fruits  but  in  general  reduced  to  a  dentate  or  sinuate

pellucid-punctate  leaves,  e.g.,  Heterophyllaea  Hook,
f.,  but  this  character  is  unusual  in  Rubiaceae.  Rustia
belongs  to  a  group  of  genera  whose  relationships

included  in  the  Rondeletieae  by  Delprete  (1999),
but  subsequent  study  (Rova  et  al.,  2002)  found  it
related  to  several  Neotropical  genera  that  had
previously  been  placed  in  several  other  tribes,  and
Robbrecht  and  Manen  (2006)  found  these  genera
mostly  unrelated  and  did  not  classify  Rustia,  but
placed  its  apparent  sister  genus  Molopanthera  Turcz.
in  Henriquezieae.

The  species  of  Rustia  treated  by  Delprete  (1999)

;  separation

occupying  distinct  ecological  and  geographic  ranges.
Delprete  considered  the  shape  of  the  flower  bud,
fusiform  versus  clavate,  to  be  a  species-level

apex  instead  of  linear  slits;  this  is  uncommon  in  the
Rubiaceae.  Puff  et  al.  (1995)  noted  that  although  the
stamens  of  Rustia  do  not  form  an  anther  cone  and
therefore  do  not  fall  into  the  “Solanum-type”  of  pollen

within  this  genus  cannot  be  excluded,  and  Delprete
(1999:  30)  reported  this  pollination  mechanism  in  R.
occidentalis  (Benth.)  Hemsl.  Delprete  also  detailed

species,  in  particular  these  sometimes  have  caudate
bases,  various  ornamentations  or  prolongations  of  the
connective  pubescence  arranged  in  distinctive  pat¬
terns,  or  an  unusual  spheroidal  projection  at  the  base
of  each  theca  (Delprete,  1999:  79,  fig.  33,  R.
schunkeana,  though  not  mentioned  in  textual  descrip¬
tion).  At  present,  no  particular  functions  or  correla-
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