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NOTICE

Word has just recently come to us through Dr. John N. Belkin from
Dr. Miquel Garcia of the untimely death of Osvaldo H[ugo] Casal. We are
grateful to Dr. Garcia for the following biography and bibliography.

Osvaldo Casal was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on 2 November 1931
and died in the same city on 17 October 1971 of heart failure following an
operation for a longstanding circulatory problem.

After receiving his education and obtaining an M.D. in the city of
Buenos Aires, Casal practiced medicine in a small town in the western part
of Buenos Aires Province until 1960 when he joined the Departamento de
Entomologia Sanitaria, Instituto de Microbiologia "Carlos G. Malbran,"
Buenos Aires, and 2 years later the Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones
Cientificas,

Without formal training in entomology, he became an authority on
Neotropical Mutillidae and accumulated an outstanding private collection
of this family. 1In 1962 he began studies on the Culicidae which were
continued until February 1971 when he resigned his positions to go back
to medical practice in psychiatry but continued studies on the Mutillidae.

During his brief entomological career Osvaldo Casal published 80
papers and left several unpublished manuscripts. Of the published papers,
31 are on the Culicidae, primarily descriptions of new species with
Miguel Garcia, his life-long friend and colleague at the Institute. He
co-authored 5 additional mosquito papers with Miguel Garcia that are as
yet unpublished.

Casal's untimely death is a great loss to Argentine science and to
mosquito systematics. He was a brilliant man with original ideas and an
indefatigable worker under very trying conditions. His meticulous descrip-
tions, beautifully illustrated by himself and based on all stages associated
through individual rearings, are a landmark in the development of mosquito
systematics in Argentina.

A bibliography of his papers on mosquitoes follows.
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