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NEWS AND NOTES

AUSTIN W. MORRILL, JR.

WE HOPE YOU’RE READING THIS ON THE PLANE
TO SACRAMENTO AND THE 1982 MEETINGS. Jim
OLSON. AND THE CALIFORNIACS HAVE SOME REAL
ROCK SETS COMING UP. WATCH FOR YOUR BIG
JUNE 1ssUE! And, in the meantime, we wish to
add in a slightly. . . . but only slightly . . . lower
tone of voice, send us some notes about YOUR
activities this past year. We know you've been
doing Annual Reports, so it'll be easy. (Our
deadline is 10 APRIL.)

YE ED. HAS SENT US SEVERAL NIGE ITEMS FROM
T.1.B. WHATEVER THAT 1s (we hate to admit
we're losing our grip on the Governmental Al-
phabet) first of which is from a Defense Pest
Management Information Analysis Center re-
porting that the Journal of the Industrial Hygiene
Association reports that the University of Miami
School of Medicine has reported that “there
has been a significant, almost constant decrease
in the total rate of liver cancer deaths,
namely, from 8.8 in 1930 1o 8.4 in 1944 (when
DDT was introduced) to 5.6 in 1972). This
almost constant decline . . . fails to support the
‘positive,” namely clearcut, evidence of any in-
crease in liver cancer deaths since the intro-
duction of the first organochlorine pesticide
into the U.S. environment.” We seem 10 re-
member that the study (in Aidanta?) of persons
taking measured quantities of DDT and those
taking placebos showed a reduction in cancer
among those who TOOK it, so maybe we should
say as Dr. Edwards of San Jose suggested a
good while ago, ithat DDT cures cancer. EPA
and Sierra Club, please note.

CoNTINUING: “Rocky Mountain Spotted
Fever (RMSF) continues to be the most preva-
lent indigenously-transmitted” (that means lo-
cally contracted-Ed.) “arthropod-borne human
disease in our country. As of September 1981,
1,066 cases of RMSF were reported, mainly
from the South Atlantic region. . . . California
encephalitis, a mosquito-borne disease, has
been reported from four states (New York-4
cases, Ohio-2 cases, Georgia-1 case, and North
Carolina-1 case). No human cases of St. Louis
encephalitis (SLE) have been reported so far
this year. This contrasts sharply with 1980
when 115 cases of SLE were reported with 68
cases in Texas alone. One human case of west-
ern equine encephalitis has been reported from
Colorado and two cases from Texas this year.

No human cases of eastern equine encephalitis
have been reported during the current year.

‘There was a total of 78 cases of dengue in
the US during 1980, including 63 cases from
Texas (27 indigenously transmitted, 36 im-
ported) and 15 imported dengue cases re-
ported from other states. Through September,
no locally transmitted cases of dengue fever
were reported from the US during 1981, but
one imported case of dengue was reported
from each of the following states: Alabama,
Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska,
New York, Texas, and Virginia. The imported
dengue cases were noted particularly in per-
sons. who had travelled to the Caribbean area.

“As of September of this year, 1,027 cases of
imported malaria were reported in the US.”
To us, this adds up to mean our mosquito
control has been pretty durn good, wouldn’t
you say?

THE ARMY HAS COME UP WITH A MINIATURE
SOLID STATE LIGHT TRAP ALONG THE LINES OF
THE CDC oRrIGINAL but featuring a four-bladed
fan, which produces more suction velocity and
less specimen damage; a motor which draws
less amperage and produces more power; a
larger, brighter bulb; a gel cell battery and a
photo cell which turns the light off but leaves
the fan running to retain the specimens. The.
estimated cost for the trap, and the charger for
its battery, is about $150.00, available (to the

military . .. and we assume soon to the tax-
payers as well ... in March 1982 ... right
nowl!!)

THE AERIAL SPRAY BRANCH OF THE U. S. AIR
FORCE RESERVE CAN AND DOES SPRAY WORLD-
WIDE FOR VECTOR CONTROL AND OTHER THINGS
and this is available to military units and civil-
ians as well, THROUGH CHANNELS. Of course,
through channels means considerable paper
work but that hasn’t prevented them from
being Johnny-on-the-spot for encephalitis out-
breaks in Texas, locusts in Saudi Arabia (why
those ingrates!), Japanese beetles, loopers and
gypsy moths in New England and much more,
as the 6 o’clock news says.

THAT ISN'T, WE'RE AFRAID, COMPUTERIZED
YET BUT HARRY WEST OF PRINCESS ANNE MOS-
QUITO CONTROL COMMISSION is running the
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math part of his ULV particle size determi-
nations with his Apple II. Now, it takes less
than a minute instead of the previous 15 to 20,
and at current secretarial rates, that’s a drop
from about $2.50 per tesi to around 0.06. Of
course, we aren’t saying he uses a secrefary for
.counts, Union forbid. His “Visicalc” disc is
commercially available for budgetary review
and amendment. Be sure you punch “Enter”
Harry. SKEETER (STUART MCCAUSLAND) says
Jini RINDFLEISCH uses his to write-up Skeeter,
itself, until Stu gets a printer for his Apple.
Notice of their (VMCA’s) Annual Meeting
reached us too late for the December issue, so
we couldn’t tell you that their and the Mid-
Atlantic Mosquito Control Association’s was
17-19 February at the Sheraton Beach Inn in
Virginia Beach, Virginia; papers included dis-
cussions of aquatic weed control, wildlife-pest
management, B.¢.i. and COMPUTERS.

NEW JERSEY MCA'S MEETINGS RETURNED TO
THE BOARDWALK ON 17, 18 and 19 MARCH IN
ATLANTIC CITY after an absence of six years, in
fact to the same magnificent old hotel, now the
“Resorts International.” Isn’t that the refur-
bished place where they have Games of Chance?
Well, we’ve held meetings in Disneyland and
none the worse for it. Hexry RUPP, in issuing
the invitation to come, warmed our heart by
saying if you want only to listen, “that is no
crime, and there’s a lot to be learned by listen-
ing.’

Gary CLARK, PREXY OF THE ILLINOIS MCA,
WROTE BOB SJOGREN TO SAY THAT BOB'S HELP
HAD MADE THE ILLINOIS MEETING A GREAT SUC-
CESS AND HOPED 1982’s IN OHIO WOULD BE ONE
TOO. In a note to ToMMmy MULHERN, Bob added
that the meeting at Starved Rock Lodge was
indeed outstanding, handing the compliment
back to Gary for programming and listing
among those attending, BRuce Francy, PEc
Parsons, BiLL HORrRsFALL, NEIL PENNINGTON,
GEORGE CRaIG and GENE DEFoLIART. The note
reached US just now, or we'd have said all this
sooner; the meeting was in October.

LTC BRUCE HARRISON HAS RETURNED FROM
AFRIMS, FORMERLY SEATO MEDICAL RESEARCH LAB-
ORATORY in Bangkok and will now be in charge
of the Walter Reed Biosystematics Unit at
the Smithsonian. His staff will include Captains
(Army, that is) MicHAEL FArRAN and RALPH
HarBacH from WRAIR and theyll work in
conjunction with E. L. PEYyToN and Yiau-MiInN

HuanNc of the Medical Entomology Project at
the Smithsonian. Now, about those alphabets:
AFRIMS is the Armed Forces Research Institute
of Medical Sciences, sEaATO was the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization, until Thailand
asked us out, and WRAIR is (you knew?) the
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in
Washington D.C. and nearby Silver Spring,
Md. Clear?

TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE NEWS RE-
PORTED LAST FALL THAT CLINICAL TRIALS IN
supAaN had shown that Oltipraz, a newly-
developed antischistosomal agent was re-
markably well tolerated and extremely effec-
tive. This, from projects which have been es-
tablished in Khartoum and Sennar to “charac-
terize the host, vector and (the) environmental
interactions which affect the prevalence and
the intensity of onchocerciasis and the biology
of the simuliid vectors.” Dr. Don NEWSON is in
charge of that.

ALSO REPORTED WAS THE STATEMENT OF THE
DIRECTOR OF THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE OF SCI-
ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY AT THE AAAS
MEETINGS that while, “It is no longer within our
economic capacity, nor perhaps even desirable,
to aspire to primacy across the spectrum of
scientific disciplines,” the Federal Government
can be expected to continue providing strong
support to biologic and biomedical research.
Personally, we think we as a nation should as-
pire to doing the most we can, whether that
means “primacy” or not, but we’re heartened
that i¢ won’t be limited to the fields “where
vitality is required to support industrial, mili-
tary and other essential technologies, as well as
those with particular scientific promise” of a
major breakthrough. Breakthroughs don’t al-
ways promise ahead.

THOSE OF YOU WHO KNOwW DR. JACQUEs P. J.
HAMON WILL BE INTERESTED TO LEARN, IF YOU
DIDN'T ALREADY KNOW, THAT HE IS NOW THE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL OF WHO IN
GENEVA. He was, of course, Director of the
Division of Vector Biology and Control before
and, earlier, with France’s organization work-
ing on endemic disease in Upper Volta.

CHUCK PALMISANO GOT A NICE NOTICE FROM
UNITED PRESS INT. WORLDWIDE IN LATE
NOVEMBER when they gave him a four inch
(long) column-and-a-half box headlined,
“Germ Warfare Tried Against Mosquitoes,”
and detailing his work with B.t.i. in Louisiana.
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Being a newspaper report, the bacillus’ name
wasn’t quite right of course, but the write up
was very good and we got quite a few phone
calls from excited friends wanting the scoop.
We hope vou did, too. Good P.R.!

BRUCE EZELL WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF
ERSKINE COLLEGE IN DUE WEST, SOUTH
CAROLINA, LAST SEPTEMBER TOO LATE FOR CON-
GRATULATIONS IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE SO WE
SEND BELATED CONGRATS RIGHT Now. Erskine
College is South Carolina’s oldest (founded
1889) church-related four-year college and
Bruce is the 11th President. He says, “Now
don’t get smart and ask me Due West of
What?” but of course, it’s just due west. Bruce
says also, “Of course, I was delighted at my
selection for a number of reasons. After a short
sojourn as Head of the Department of Biology
at Georgia Southern College. I am returning
to western South Carolina. I expect to be doing
some limited teaching and will be introducing a
course in entomology. . ..” May you have the
best of success, Bruce, and LOTS of entomol-
ogy students, all interested in mosquitoes!

WHILE WE'RE IN THE OLD SOUTH, GEORGE
BRADLEY RECENTLY WROTE TO TOMMY AND SAID,
IN PASSING, THAT HE'S STILL IN GOOD HEALTH
AND LIVING IN ROME, GEORGIA. Old MCWA’ers
and Army 4th Service Command types, will
remember that George’s (and “Tom” McNeel's
and Doctor King's) bulletin was our Mosquito
Bible in WWII and thereafter. Beyond that, his
advice helped us bring down military malaria
rates in the southeastern states (where two-
thirds of the military personnel were) from a
level present-day mosquito controllers
wouldn’t believe to nearly zilch. Cheers!
George.

UPI, ALWAYS IMPARTIAL, ALSO SENT
WORLDWIDE A MISLEADING LITTLE ITEM HEADED,
“Malathion found in 2,000 dead fish—
biologist” which quoted one Brian Finlayson
(probably incompletely) as saying that “the
pesticide was detected in tissues of the dead
fish and water samples taken from the creek
east of Fremont.” (Calif.) The level was 1,000
parts per billion and about 200 carp and 2,000
mosquito fish were found in a shallow portion
of the creek, the account went on. (Emphasis
ours) What the account doesn’t go on to say is
that hundreds of thousands of fish die each
year as pools dry up. These shallow pools were
after early unseasonable rains and, naturally,

were even more shallow, if they were there at
all, prior to the rains. The performance of the
press and TV in reporting the Medfly facts and
fictions has been so horrifying to us biologists
that we can’t really give them much applause
for factual reporting; Chuck Palmisano’s
achievement in getting good facts into them is
all the more impressive here in California.

IPM PRACTICIONER, A PUBLICATION OF BIO
INTEGRAL RESOURCE CENTER WHICH BOOSTS IPM,
said in October that there was an opening for a
PhD technical rep. serving mosquito abate-
ment districts. If still open, resumés should go
to Mr. Kelly Kincannon, Suite 300, 5129
Westminster, St. Louis, Missouri, 63108, or
phone (314) 367-5575. That was quite a while
ago but it might still be there, anyone who’s
interested.

THE CMVCA ENTOMOLOGY AND BIOLOGICAL
CONTROL COMMITTEES AND THE SOCIETY OF
VECTOR ECOLOGISTS’ THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CON-
FERENCE 18 t0 20 January, 1982, was held at the
U. of California, Davis, and had speakers re-
porting on vector-borne diseases from Africa,
the Americas and Asia. The invitational paper
was by Dr. MicHaEL SERVICE of the Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine, on Africa, which
he also covered in a symposium later. The roles
of Direfilaria and of various protozoa and dis-
eases were discussed and there was a sym-
posium on notonectids, nematodes, flatworms
and other predators. Symposiums have come a
long way from the Greek ones, taken lying
down and with refreshments. We refreshed
our minds. . . . the other refreshments came at
5:30.

JERRY TAYLOR OF SCOTTS BLUFF (NE) HAD A
BUSY, BUSY YEAR AND A PRODUCTIVE ONE IN
MOSQUITO CONTROL. To begin with, EPA
funded a study of land-levelling and source
reduction in native grass areas. (EPA doesn’t
do EVERYTHING wrong. . . . but look out for the
Nature Conservancy, Jerry. We LIKE native
grasses.) The study worked well and no chemi-
cals were needed. Where they were needed,
there developed a slight problem when the
chemical’'s manufacturer decided native
grasses were “crop areas” and the granules
couldn’t be used in conformity with the label.
But no adverse effects on wildlife or other
animals were observed. He also used IGR’s and
B.ti. to good effect, though not in granule
form, for the latter, nor any residual or pre-
flood effectiveness. He’'ll keep trying.
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IN THESE TIMES OF REDUCED FUNDING FOR
MOSQUITO CONTROL WE FIND A GERTAIN MORBID
FASCINATION IN A CLIPPING SENT US RECENTLY
which recounts a study mandated by envi-
ronmentalists to the Navy for the detection of
chlordane in the ambience of houses with
heating or cooling ducts at or below ground
level. Of the Navy's 91,000 housing units,
5,000 have such ducts. The study will cost
$500,000 plus whatever it costs to “rehabili-
tate” (about $2,000 a unit), relocate inhabitants
and “decontaminate” whatever “hazardous
level” is found. We guess therell be suits,
probably class action ones, too, for it's been in
widespread use since 1946, in termite control.
For whom the bell tolls, and all that.

IN BIOLOGICAL CONTROL THERE'S BEEN A LOT
OF TALK LATELY ABOUT IGR'S NATURALLY PRES-
ENT IN HOST PLANTS, as discussed, for instance,
in a recent ESA Bulletin. The San Francisco
Chronicle, not always reliable about scientific
developments, followed with an interview with
a DN A-gene-splicer-type Scientist who pointed
out that work is being done to isolate the genes
responsible for this and for repellency charac-
teristics. He added that it might even apply to
animals. While we aren’t sure we'd want this
done to US (even if it weren't too late!), it
would be better than the suggested ingestion of
systemics. If any of you are working on
this. . . . a word?

THE SAME ESA BULLETIN HAD A FINE OBITUARY
AND EULOGY OF BARNEY TRAVIs which recalled
us to our sadness of a year ago but also to our
pride and pleasure in having known him. Dr.
Travis’ work for mosquito control is a lasting
legacy to us all, we need tell no one.

ADDENDUM TO THE MID-ATLANTIC AND VIR-
GINIA MCA JOINT MEETING: THE LOCAL AR-
RANGEMENTS COMMITTEE assembled 100 packs

of goodies for the first 100 attenders (these
were promo articles from various sources) and
packets of lesser but still good sorts for the
late-comers. There was also an after-meeting
program including such things as a computer
room, possibly with mosquito control-type
software. (A trade fair here in San Francisco
did this recently and in came a kid who pro-
ceeded to sit down, punch a few buttons and
ask “Anyone for a game of Star Wars?”)

BECKY SCARCELLI'S PROGRAM OF TAKING MOS-
QUITO CONTROL TO THE SCHOOLS HAS BEEN
MIGHTY SUCCESSFUL, according to Skeeter,
VMCA's w.k. news sheet. She got a fan letter,
among several dozen, which we quote, “I like
how you talk about how the mosquito can give
a disease to your blood vessel. . . . I like every-
thing and enjoyed it. Thats the best thing that
happen since we started school.”

AND JiM RINDFLEISCH OF YORK COUNTY (VA)
MCC, has been working on extracting what he
believes to be a hatching or auto-inhibitor
pheromone produced by mosquito larvae.
Prognosis: “promising!”

BiLL BICKLEY SENT US THE INITIAL AN-
NOUNCEMENT OF THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF PARASITOLOGY, TO BE HELD IN TO--
RONTO from 7 to 14 August of this year. The
introduction is in EIGHT languages: English,
French, German, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese,
Russian and Arabic. The theme is
“Parasites—Their World and Ours,” and it'll
cover the subject from epidemiology to eco-
nomics. Pre-registration is $200.00 addressed
to ICOPA-V Secretariat, 340 MacLaren St.
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2P OMS6 or, if
you're outside the Americas, PO Box 121, Ox-
ford, England (UK). Science marches on but
not as fast as inflation.



