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SworRD OF PEsTILENCE. By John Duffy.
ana State University Press, Baton Rouge.
191 pp. $s.00.. |
Mosquito News is 10 years late in calling this

book to the attention of its readers, but a favorable

recommendation is still in order. The subtitle is

“The New Orleans Yellow Fever Epidemic of

1853.” A vast number of details, obtained from

contemporary newspapers, medical journals, ofh-

cial records, and from several other sources, have
been analyzed, collated, and presented in readable
form. Yellow fever first came to New Orleans in

1793, and there were outbreaks in various years

through 1g905. The worst epidemic occurred in

1853. The city had a population of about 150,000

during the winter, and an estimated population

of 100,000 during the summer. Those who could,
fled. There were ca. 40,000 cases of yellow fever
and ca. 11,000 fatalities.

The disease first appeared in June along the
waterfront, and its existence was denied in news-
paper accounts, Although municipal authorities
were slow to take action there was no actual panic
even when the number of deaths per day peaked
at 250 on August 20. The alleviation of suffering
was a function of volunteer groups such as the
Howard Association and the well-known Charity
Hospital. More than $250,000 was contributed
by citizens from other parts of the United States
and from Europe,

A Board of Health was created in July, but it
had very limited authority and resources. Physi-
cians disagreed with each other concerning the
best means of prevefiting and treating the disease.
The value of sanitary measures was questioned;
a Dr. McFarlane asserted that the cause of yellow
fever was not in dirt and fiith. Ironically he was
correct. Many of the residents of the city dumped
“night soil,” garbage, and other waste into street
gutters which were flushed with water each
morning and evening. This procedure probably
provided habitats for mosquito breeding which
would not have existed if the filth had been al-
lowed to dry in the sun. However, there was
an abnormally large amount of rainfall in 1853
which, in retrospect, must have affected Aedes
aegypii populations.

During the crisis the mayor, on the advice of
the Board of Health, ordered the firing of cannon
at certain public squares, and ‘“‘as a further means
of purifying the air barrels of tar were . . ., burned
during the night.” Physicians’ remedies ranged
from “huge and heroic doses of calomel and
quinine and massive blood-letting to the opposite
treatment of the homeopathic doctors” whose pa-
tients were left largely in the hands of mature.

Observations by medical practitioners proved
to them that excessive medication was harmful.
The city took positive action to improve its sani-
tation. There was a change in the thinking of

well-to-do citizens s that they did not object so
strenuously to spesding tax money upon the
“dirty and dissolute poor.” The tragic events of
1853 bad some bemeficial results, and the city
made a rapid recoviry, Dr. Duffy's book is re-
plete with details, but this reviewer never had
the feeling that he was bogged down.—W. E.
Bickley.

ANNvAL REeVIEW oF EntoMoLocy, Volume 21,
1976. R. F. Smuh, T. E. Mittler, and C. N.
Smith, Editors. Annual Reviews, Inc., Palo
Alto, Calif. g4306. Pp. 1—451. $12.00 in
US.A.

This volume maistains the high standards of
the series. In the preface there is a fitting tribute
to Brian Hocking who died in 1974. Articles of
rather tangential intmest to mosquito workers are
“Status of the Systems Approach to Pest Manage-
ment” by W. G. Rwsink, “Biochemical Genetics
of Insecticide Resistamce” by F. W. Plapp, “Role
of Male Accessory Glands in Insect Reproduction™
by R. A. Leopold, aad "“Adaptations of Chirono-
mids to Intertidal Environments” by Dietrich
Neumann.

The review of greatest interest is by C. D.
Steelman, “Effects of External and Internal Arth-
ropod Parasites on Domestic Livestock Produc-
tion.” Mosquitoes and other blood-sucking arth-
ropods are responsible for tremendous losses in
meat and milk prodetion throughout the world.
Just as there are millions of square miles of Africa
where tsetse-transmitted trypanosomiasis prevents
cattle-raising, so thewe are known to be many
areas in North Amaica where cattle production
is uneconomical becamsse mosquito attacks reduce
feeding time while the cattle are fighting mos-
quitoes and cause loss of blood.

Dr. Steelman’s ows research has helped provide
a better understanding of cost-benefit relationships.
The difficulties in establishment of economic
thresholds are discused. Often there is a com-
plex of biting and mon-biting arthropods plus
disease possibilities. Much additional research
will have to be conducted if effective and eco-
nomical pest management systems are going to
be developed. It is possible that at some future
time large-scale, area-wide programs for con-
trolling biting flies affecting livestock may be
feasible.—W. E. Bickley.

Mebicar. ENTomorocs Stubies. II, The Sub-
genus Anopheles w Thailand (Diptera: Culi-
cidae) by Bruce A. Harrison and John E. Scan-
lon, December 8, 3975. Contributions of the
American Entomolegical Institute, Volume 12,
Number 1, 307 pages, g6 figures.

This is a monograph on the systematics of the

Subgenus Anopheles m Thailand. The subgenus

is composed, as here represented, of 2 sections,



